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OBSERVATIONS, ^c. 



CHAPTER I. 

-Jir emaaequence of haring beard that soine 
4li^urt)uices were likely soon to take place - 
bttween the Pope and.tiie Kiqg of Naples, 
in »et out and proceeded to Naplea, through 
Vdetri, Terracina, aod Capua. I coald 
■ot -quit imperial Rome, where I had eii- 
jfbftd so mncfa iatellectual gratification of 
IfhtSaubliwittt nature, iHthout" casting one 
longing, lingering look behind^' on bdciitg 
Issve of ihis ei^ of ancient heroes, pro- 
MUy for ever I ioeritably fell into a 
CDutetQplatiTe laood,, and could not help 
recallectiag bow often, duriag my stay 
there, surroaiided by the i^ins of e^^ 1 
hmd moralized " de fitga seculi et de vani- 
t^tamniMli';" bow freqdentiy I bad thought 
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S OAHFANIA. 

to myself, " Here *s room finr meditetkHi, 
t'en to madness, till the mind burst with 
tbinkin;;." Itwasindeed impossible, wben 
contemplating these scenes, not to be per- 
petually reminded of the traosient natore 
of all things human, even those which ap> 
pear the most pOweHiilly calculated to d^ 
the impressioQB of time itself, tbe irre- 
sistible destroyer, and to descend to the 
latest poster!^. 

The most classical, and consequently 
tbe most iBterasting, scene upon tbe coo- 
' txa/cot, is that, of all others, which is per* 
b^is the most neglcctetL 1 mean Ac 
greateit part of Ae journey between Rome 
Mid N^Ies, which is genoally harried 
tbmvgh with, the utmost preo^utatioB, on 
acopuot of its being through a flat maial^ 
9$ering no food but to theoontemplatiBC 
mind : let us, however, recollect, that titit 
Pontine m^ndi, this ■. xe^on ■ of stagaaat 
WfUcr and disease, was. once an immaiMt 
plain ; pf ricb oultivatioivi. £rery wben 
iktre ia stHu^tbiog t» interest ovr curioai^, 
f%(^te our auiprise, or liielt us with, com* 
panioa. The Can^iama of Romm (the 
modem oaoe of this cwnby), aUbwagb 



«jrv Google 



AfignrM} with raiiu, and markecl hy the 
stcrilit)' of its land, and the Hafaealtbiacat 
aood DHseiy of its people-, cannot &il ta 
awaken ideas of its former power and ia* 
haftitSDts; and taini^ire ns with r^c(% 
tions of a melancholy cast, when we oont- 
pKK Its present situation with what itonce- 
yna. What a leswHi to human pride, and 
of 'the mutability of human possessioiiSt 
when we trace a country of near forty nilea, 
fiow aa uninbabitaUe mass of desolated 
swamp, breadiing only pestiferous exkidtt* 
ttonsto &e destruction of hniiian1ife,'whieh 
escewa^ ^le seat of pleasure and .ridieiv 
yrktting the breath of beaftfa land Uxhr^ ta 
ito ioffinncrable population I Where ehall 
«fe loek round : for eVen a vestige of Ae 
piihces, Tillaa^ gardens^ nay of aaofe tha* 
tmnty popolousitowns, wtiieh are recorded 
twhore been situated here ; aadwhadithe 
Hmwicm and ptunder cS siiccessiye oan^ 
querors, and above «ll that mone destroy* 
ing' brnqiieror, lime, have suidc into ob- 
liifiun:? W« : nay boe say i^ith Mh 
Shan^i "Wherfj is Trey, and Myeeus, 
and Thebes, ukd Dslas, and PoscpMis, 
Md AgrigentaBm f and of Nhterah, and 
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Bal^n, of Cyzecam, wad Melylene, ike 
&ireBt towim tbe Bon 'ever rose on u« 
mto^ no more, thfjir naOiea ooly ore left 
(and masy of these aire wiioag spelt), and 
those, in length oi H«)e,'>:wil| foe for- 
gotten!" 

We slept the first night at Vektri, a Twy 
ancient toivn of doaBiderable sie^ and po- 
pulation, situated upon a rising grounifl, 
dbodit twenty-five .natles from Rome. Be- 
sides many ruins .of atatijciUi^, it contains 
some modern palaces with extensive gar- 
dens. We were lodged in an immense 
palace, which now only bears the sorry 
remains of its fimner graddetir. The 
inarble stairce^ is, boweTO*,' magnAcent. 
This palace now belongs.to a jHdnte, who 
faas let the whole to serve as an inn, with, 
the exoeption of two rooms, which he h»n- 
self inhabits. Thefall ofthis unfortunate 
prince, I was infiarmed, arose from some, 
change in the government. 

Here the beauties of nature and cultivar 

' tion end. We bad now arrived at that 

■vast ti^t of desolation already mentioned, 

^led the Pontine marshes, occupying an 

extent of more than forty miles ,iu, length 
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TMtRACINA. 



and t*dye id btvacTth. They rekch (torn 
Nettum to Terracina; arid by the side of tfie 
road you will remark the caoaU that bare 
beenmadebydifilereittpopei, to' drain them. 
Terracina is sixty-feur miles dis^nt' fh>m 
Rome, the last town of the ecclesiastical 
state, and separates it from the kingdom 
of Naples. It stands at; the base of a rid|^ 
of rocks, whose fantastic shape forms a 
very romaotic object. . This is the ancient 
Aaxor mentioned foy Horace, whose ac- 
connt of it is correct, even to the pr^seik 
day, 



" Impo^tam, aaxia late candeatibua, Anxnr;" 

Tbe«xteDsive depopulation in this n^b- 
boorhood is fixed to .have taken place in 
the h^iuning of the sixteenth centui^; 
add where, the deptopUlatioa, or emig^- 
tioA, of th{e iDbi(hit<tnts have been greatest, 
cultivation has ptogteasiwly ceased, anjd 
diseases have b^MMMne more mortal. So 
r^idly have these cauws operatied, that 
the mal aria now is not confined to the. 
manh«!S, but extenilj^ itself also to the 
higher grounds, even to the walls of Rome ; 
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and I much doubt If thiB bouBdary iviU 
ioB^ coatinue to be tbe limit of so peatl- 
ferotit au idmosphere, during the summw 
monthB. la looking at the inhabitantt 
of this devoted soil, tbe men ^^eared. 
from their figures, to posiess muKular 
atrength ; but the wbmen were really hi- 
deous, if any of tiie fair «ex may be to 
called. ' • 

Fondi is Uie first town in the kingdau of 
Na^des, and si:^een kniles frtmi it is La 
Mola di Gaeta. The classic tniT6ller will 
naturally recollect those beautiful lines- of 
Virgil, in the seventh book, which so ten- 
derly commiserate his nurse Caieta, and 
it is remarkable that the opposite fortress 
is' «til! diAtioguiMied by tbia nevcf <6 be 
forgotten appellation. I have seen few idtn- 
ations more lovely than that of La Mola^di 
Gaeta : it is a small place stattding^ ^he 
ftta-shore, and very txit the itatei*'* «(lg<e, 
tile view on every «de obounifing' -with the 
gfeatest variety. A nig4ik tcene at this 
deltghtfiil spot brought to my r«bi^-> 
Inrfande those beaMifii! lifies of Mdtastasw, 
iti the beginning of his lOtfa cAntala:— 
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^ yiaA O Nice, an^ bene, 

Delia placida marina 
Le fresch'atire a respirar. 
Noa fla dir che sfa dilctto 
CU aoa pasa ia qaeat annt. 
Or che ua lento xefiretto 
Dolcemente increepa i1 mar." 

.This place likewise repiiufls us of the 
frte of Cicero, vbo, in hi» journey fixun 
ll^ce, waa treacherously murdered by Po- 
pilius Lsenas. 

. . W|)at a heavenly climate is this ! Id 
tj^e month of February tbe weather w«v 
IQOSt delightful, and vie^etatiop bo j^ 
adTaacing, that the fruit-trees iq^ thi* 
neighbourhood w«re already in blossom* 
^.the obsarrationa of the .remains of 
,Bf^ariu)e, 4P t]^ brad^rs of tlie beau- 
t^fqi .and trftfiE^»«aei)t l^iri^i now the |Ga> 
f^^apo, the tT9.Teller who delights ,ifi . 
Mtnre's quiesfceut scenes cannot &il of 
jte^^ ^hly cjtutiriqjed : the objectv, in- 
4oef}> ai:e few ; but they are on one side 
y^7 bii^y interesting, thongh much re- 
jp^ liy ^e 4^c4yB of tim^j and pleasing 
<{§ ^ p^?r swie* ^ofa the cpaBeguence of 
c|iJiUjv»tiani.iw4 the comforts of abundance. 
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Between tins ma-,' aod tbe renowned aod 
fascinatiDg city of Capaa, the devcteem 
of BacchuB will b&ng with remembrance 
upon those exhilarating lin«t of Horace 
and Anacreon, that so cheerfully comme- 
morate the convivial powars of the ccle- 
brated wines ofFalernum, of which the 
Roman orators, aa well as poets, have so 
frequently resounded the 'praise. This 
wine is made two .miles from Pozzoli, on 
the coast of Baia. 

' Capua is the last stage before -you arrive 
at Naples. It is a strongly fortified town; 
sitaMed on the river Volturno, and about 
two miles from the ancient city, so rel ' 
downed for its laxuries and delight, the 
residence of opulence,. and the throne of 
pleasure. It is bnilt from the vast ruins 
of ancient Capua, of which there are still 
inniuneraUe remains in every directtoa 
around the town, giving the modern edi- 
ficeS'.'Ae appearance of vaM antitiui^, from 
the tich marble and ancient inscriptions 
which draw the attention of tl^ stran|;eK 
The cooatry in this neighbourhood is'iit 
higfa cultivtttion, eBlivened with vineyards; 
orte^ee, Streets and groves of olives. 
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Here Hbe.rmbahm di Hmvi a^e»A»ut 
BtinrouDd UB on every side, g:ivmg a-cbn^ 
tiniMdmeindito of fallen mogAiftoeace^ I 
Tisited the amj^itfaeatre, which, from ill 
size and the colosaal fragmentB of marble, 
remindBoiie of its farmer grandeur. Even 
the wreck of such buildings cannot fail to 
intelcst every beholder. The mtirance is 
(Hvamented with handsome pilEars of the 
Doric order ; the arena is perfectly cleared) 
and now become a corn field ! f The cai- 
thedral andpuMic bufldings of the modem 
towD' contaiii objectift' to attract- notice ;' Kdt 
iD-^ath, after my long residectte M'Hi^i^^ 
f Iblt little inihnation at present for nn^ 
toiitely investigating such stTQctures. ■ -' 
if my classical readers will altow liie'tiD 
east a retrospect oyer thij» latter part of ttrf 
journey, I willrfecal to their recollection a 
joamey performed through the same conn- 
fery near 9(M)0 years ttgo, by Ibat most in- 
struetive 'and entertaining p6et, Htmicie: 
In travelling between Rome and Na{^es^ 
I read with pleasure the account he gives 
bf ' his jouiiiey from Rome'tA C^pnaJ' and 
when I aitived'at'the'drfllb«iit^tW&s dew 
scribed by him,' maBe a coiAptflBon be- 



■, Google 



iweea Iheir pMeenft and tiioir criguni 

stote. 

. Honat commences in the followi^ 

"^TcanmiiMgiwmoseo^tAncURanta' ' 

Hos^ntio modico;" &c. &c. 

. I took particular notice of Arida, now 
caUed Jtizza, about twenty mile^ from 
Rome, (uid was in the peigbboprhoqd c{ 
Forum Appii, (the ancient name of a liUte 
toirn fifty mil«« frotn Rtwie) where Om 
Tftter to die present time is so bad, as alw 
«t~X^rracin», thai the people scarcely iever 
taste it. Wbea the waiter at the latter 
tffwB i^KEonn^ m^ of %h» icifl(»n»«Jiipce, 
4^ »nieie«t po^'s t^omplaint of th« swn« 
evil occurred to my mind : 

£< Jlip C8V» pnftcr aqiun^ qatd as* ttttttiam, ie«M 

Xqdico lMllai(i,.cwaaBt^)wi(d«fiifno ttyN» ' 



i- J^oifjiij (a Jtawji sixteen rnjJe* fijw T«r- 
j^iva) is alap QKDtione^ by U^lMe^: ;WP 
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" yiiirfM>Avfldla LiMW FMCP4 VMUtw . 

liovnimni." 



Here he quizzes the cnira^ of the parisH 
for the ridiculous potiap and idle cereiao^ 
uies which he used to enjoin upfln tfaii 
people about him. 

Urhs Mamurarum, or Mamttras, is now 
called Formies, and Uiirteen miles fhmi 
Fondi. Here Horace finds Vii^l and some 
b^er friends, which meeting he describes 
In the following beautiful lines, 

" Pcwten Ibx oritur molto gTBdMima : nainqiie 
PlotitB et Varius, Sinnetate Vlf^iuqne 
Occnmmt; aninue, qualea Deque caodidiorea 
Tern tulit, neqae qaeK mn sH derlnetlor alter 
O, quiooMplitacUat etgtti^qiuuilRfiHnnti ' 
NQ ego cmtvlwim juctuA) aaKua w^oa." 

Sat. 2. B. lit 

Fnua^iuiuesMe, vhich i» niaeteea loUef 
fimn Formies, he goe^ toC«p9a, twc9K^<£T« 
miles distant, and, afterwords leaving the 
road to ^ples {woceeds to BeneveqtuA. 

Fot the greater part of the roftd hetrreiea 
R«ti]fe«nd Naples, a distettcd of ISStealmi 
you pass over the old Via Af^iiaa coait 
mtncii^fire miks faefores^ou TQMh,TfXTa- 
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cina, iHiicb m getaentlis in a gobd state of 
repair, about fourteen feet iii bread^, and 
made of a hard and d^k coloured stone. 
Scenes and contemplatjons such as these 
afforded us delight till we arrived at Na- 
ples. 

Naples steads opposite Mount Vesuvius, 
on several hills, forming; together a kind 
of crescent on the eastern shore of the sea, 
the waters of which bathe the walls of the 
city. Nothing can be imagined more de- 
lightful than this situation, which bears 
some resemblance to that of Genoa ; but 
to see it in perfection yoii ought to taJke a 
sail around the bay, Tvhen you will allow 
it to be unequalled for.'Jbeauty any where. 

The city of Napfes was so uncommonly 
fiiM of strahg'ers, that we were several hours 
in finding out any kind of accommodation, 
and at last were obliged pro tenure to put 
Up at.a miserable inn. 
• I will, in my - description of this in- 
teilesting' city,' give an account of some of 
tile many edifices 1 Visited, and conclude 
By m&lLiog a few ol:«erVations on its inba- 
Intants and environs. 

After ctHoing irom Romte, tnviirich city. 
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u I have ali^ai^ remained, there is aft; 
ecclesiastical -qiiielajeas,' and dull mono^ 
tony aboiit eWry thing, a j^rson is mobh 
sfrnck with 'the gneat contrast on bis ar- 
rird at' Naples, whfere all is iioise, gaiety, 
btiitle, and confasion'. I'do not beliet^ 
i&eK is a city in the wotld,. which, foe itft 
size, contains a larger pofiu}ati<>n^ Thi» 
ataounts to about 360,000 squls. From 
tfiiebieights around Naples,. for a.con^er- 
able distance, you can distinctly bear the. 
excessive buzz of the pet^le, who all day 
long appear to deKrt their bonses, a^d to 
Muiise theiaseJTes by^iajrading the streets, 
^hicb froni'inoniiDg tijl sight are conti-> 
noally crowded, not only by foot passen- 
gers, but also wi^ a greater limtib^ oC 
eacriages than I ever saw in any other city. 
The principal part of them are. to. be hired 
in all the best streets ; many are with four 
wheels, but still more have only two, and 
are drawn by one horse. These latter 
vehicles,' which are called calessi, seen 
from their veloci^ to fly, and m there ia 
no separate pavement for the bumble pe- 
tlestriao, he is every moment in danger of 
bei^g run over. You pay only abciut one 
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sbiltmg per houi- far Aeie gigs ; and, ia 
«MKequeiice, all tbe world finsooth must 
lide. Yon drire yourself or not as jva 
fAeaae ; in llie former case, tbe penMm ot 
«bom yoa iiire the caktio stands behuMl.- 
The coiAmon shoe-blw^' as well as tiw 
ghtttd signora, the priTate soWter u wdl 
as his officer, you see gallt^i^ up utA' 
down the streets merely pour passer ir 
ten^s. Foot passengers seeim to he h^A 
ih very low estimation at Naples, where- 
yon can ride at so mnall an expense. 

"Iliere are abont 15,000 persons (sajs ar 
modem author) employed in going before^ 
cirridgfea, and as ioaany in riding b^ind' 
tiiem. In this numberctre inchided many 
of tbe link boys, who at night mn widlr 
toshes before vehicles or pedestrians re- 
naming fix>m ^e theatre, as the xMy is not 
w«H lighted. The great ndisd wbtch vi. 
pecfoliarty remu'kable in the streets of 
Naples, arises from the immense mmber 
of drivers faollowlBg to the people fo get 
ontof thmr way- JvantU {forward !) ia -thr 
wfffd which eontinually salutes your ear 
whilst you iare mtUdng; mod, if y«u d* 
not attend to the call immediately, yoH 
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it aot given till the pole of the carriage a 

dmost ^fainst you. 

The boildiag of Naples is not very re- 
galar; nor ane tbe generality of the edb- 
£caB particiilmr'ly TMaaTkable ^ tbe l^asly 
of dieir ecccfaitecture. The namenHU 
churches, as well as the palaces of Hkt 
iwbili^, are so inferior in munificence 
te tkose at Borne, tiuit I shall relieve my 
leaders, by not entering into a particiilar 
descripticni of them. The king's palace 
is raperiorin beauty to all the other boild- 
iags. It is of immense extent, and incloses 
mariy objects of the fine arts ; but I ma 
much disappointed in not b^ng allolt'ed 
to see the interior. They were now builA* 
ing a square before this residents of roy- 
idty, which, when completed, will be t$n 
gra^i^eflt ornament of the kind in the ci^i 
1 The S^aAt di Toledo is the only hand', 
some ^eet here. It is nearly a mile m 
lengtb; fuid entirely pOTed, as wdl 8^ 
some of the other streets, with &e lata of 
Vesuvius. Its breadth is more timn suf- 
i/u«ai to adnait of two rows of carriages : 
aad on each side &re good hotues, built 
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■jiriih- toterafile uniJonnitji. Tfait is the 
Bond^treet of Naples ; and here yoti 6ml 
the best shops of every description. The 
toute entemble is grand, and the scene 
■ahrajs' btuy land interesting. . There are 
lev other haodsoibe streets in this city, 
4he-rest, for the most part^ being narrow, 
^roolced, and dirty. 

: Tb order to get ai fine view of Naples, I 
would recolnmend every traveller to. go 
■to. th^ Castie of St. Erma, standing on a 
jieig^ht Tt'hich entirely commands the ci^. 
This castle now serves for two purposes! 
viz. 'thdt of a fort and a hospital. It was 
fonneriy a palace: andtib the interior is 
fi remarkably handsome t^hnrch, where 
e^ery one must admire the richness and 
variety of the marbles,' the splendid orpa^ 
ments, and elegance of the whole crdifice, 
as well as the paintings. The j)r68pect 
fivmthis castle is strikingly grand. After 
beholding the city^ the ,eye wanders with 
pleasure over the noble bay, \fhich is sh^ 
■jp by the island of Caprea, where the mpa- 
ster Tiberius passed a very con^derafc^e 
portion of his debauched and' sfuigujndry 
life- '. The towp of Portici; bujlt as it were 
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vkpoa the ruios of former cities, and still 
in dread of the impending' terrors 6f-Ve- 
suTius, is an interesting object ; iind the 
ruins of Herculaneum, and thosie of Pom- 
peii, which fill the mind with sublime 
though melancholy impressions, are reiy 
striking and remarkable features in thH 
romantic neighbourhood. The country 
around is most delightfully abundant in 
every thing that can administer to the 
luxuries of man; and the enthusiast be^ 
holds in imagination, the views which hare 
mriched the ideas of that great triumvirate 
of landscape painters, whose pre-eminence 
in this charming science has nemer been 
contested, nor will probably ever be sor* 
passed ; that country must indeed be ea- 
ohanfingly delightful, from which ^e pen- 
cil of Salvator Rosa took his rocks, the 
judicious Poussin his buildings add sha<^s, 
and the exquisite Lorraine his skies, his 
waters, and his trees. 

The spectator of the maghificeDt bay of 
Naples is impressed with cme of thcl most 
Mblime ideas of rural imagery that can 
possibly be described. The jncturesque 
«p(»earaHce of the buildings on one side, 

VOL. II. 
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retiring as it were into the earth, in seem- 
ing dread of the surrounding and impend- 
ing hills, which are alternately diversified 
by- smooth and uneven surfaces, in some 
parts naked, and in others varied vnA 
trees, and the whole prospect mantled over 
by a glowing haze ; and if you add to these 
eflects a winding shore, a picturesque mole, 
a noble road for shipping, ho less than 100 
miles in circumference, and a transparent 
sea, in which the magnificent objects of 
nature, and the more humble impressions 
of art, are in combination reflected : these 
different objects, taken altogetiier in one 
view, cannot fail to astonish; and, at the 
«ame time, to strike the imagination, and 
to fix the sight 

To a man of gay habits, I should re- 
commend Naples as a most desirable re- 
sidence : he will meet with plenty of socie^, 
and a variety of theatres open every evening 
in the week. He will find the city in ont 
continual bustle from day-break till night, 
and observe a smile in almost every coud- 
teaance. The activity is nearly equal to 
that in the city of London, and the noisQ ■ 
much greater. Their proverb says, *' Vfdi 



«jrv Google 



N&PLBS. 19 

NapoU e pot mori " which means, that, 
after having seen Naples, you can nerer 
expect to meet with its equal, and had 
therefore better die. 

I shall omit my description of the splen- 
did theatre of St. Carlos, as it is no longer 
in Existence, having been, since my visit, de- 
stroyed by fire. There are several extensive 
theatres at Naples, but of no particulsu* in- 
terest. I shall not therefore describe tbem ; 
. buttaketheliberty of introducing two gen- 
tlemen, who are of great antiquity, though 
not very classical. They have always com- 
manded my attention during youth, and I 
hope will never fail to furnish me with 
amusement in old age. The personages 
I allude to arej Punch and the Devil. With 
all the partialis which our English nurseiy 
has always entertained for these heroes, we 
must not venture to draw any comparison 
between their adventures and exploits id 
England, and those which are witnessed 
at Nf^les. 1 sometimes strolled into one 
of the minor, theatres, where kings, priests, 
politicians, players, and all other eminent 
performers on the stage of liife, are mi- 
micked by large automatons, to so ridi- 
c2 
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(mlous a degree, as must force the graveat 
of mankind to laugh, if it be for once 
only during their existence. The me- 
chanism which moves these heroes iu 
pasteboard, is so admirably contrived, and 
the sound from behind, so dexterously 
conveyed, that 1 could not easily be led to 
believe that they were not real heroes of 
the buskin. The subject that evening was 
B caricature of the most eminent singers 
then at Naples. Whilst the symphony 
was playing, one of these personages, with 
all the importance of dignity, was strutting 
about the stage. He then began a song, 
in which he executed the most difficult 
passages with such grace, as would haTC 
excited the strongest sensations of admira- 
tion, had hot the whimsical distortioas of 
his features, and his ludicrous imitations, 
Dccwioned irresistible convulsions of 
laughter. 1 wish that such surprising 
pieces of mechanism could be produced 
in England, for the gratification of. my 
juvenile friends ; but 1 fear we should also 
discover, as did a certain nobleman when 
he made a purchase of this description, 
and wished afterwards to return it, thati 
whilst '* in his possession," Punch would 
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not speak. In one particulfu- street of Na- 
ples the number of these whimsical exhi- 
bitions is incredibly great. 

The Chiaia (quay) is the finest prome" 
nade, as well as suburb, at Naples, and the 
principal lounge lor the afternoon. It 
extends along the shore, and near (be 
water^s edge, and from it you enjoy a noble 
View of the bay, and of Mount Vesuvius. 
This promenade has lately been much im- 
proved, and ornamented by a number' of 
statues ; amongst which is the &mous Toro 
Farnese (Farnesian Bull) from the Fame- 
sian palace at Rome, where it was origi- 
nally kept. It is of one block of marble, 
and supposed to have been executed by 
Apollonius and Tauriscus. 

The royal museum at Naples is very 
deserving of notice, and contains the inva- 
iQable collection of antiqnities from Her- 
culaneum and Pompeii. Of all the strik- 
ing objects here, none surpass the statue 
of Aristides. I was informed the famous 
Canova had said, that it was the first statue 
in the world. As you walk away, you can 
ahnost fancy it is following you, the posi- 
tion ia so natural, there is such venerable 
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gravity about the countenance, such ele* 
gance about the drapery of the toga, such 
ease about the whole figure. The longo* 
you examine it the more admirable does it 
appear on every point. After the statue 
of Aristides you will remark that of Her- 
cules, known by the name of the Far- 
nesian Hercules. On the pedestal is the 
name of the artist, Glicon, the Athe- 
nian. The symmetry of the figure is ex- 
quisite, and the whole is a chef £ctti&re^ 
displaying all the veins and muscles of the 
human frame. -You next will turn with 
pleasure to a lovely Venus, called Venus 
aux belles Fesses. One half of her bosom 
is concealed, the other open to view. The 
position of this Venus is very striking; she 
is carelessly looking behind her, and the 
profile of her face is beauty itself. The 
artist has imitated natuj-e very closely, 
and manifested all the wonderful powers 
of the Grecian chisel. The famous staj- 
tue of Flora is also here. The beauty of 
its drapery must strike the most careless 
observer. Next come the statues of the 
whole family, of Balbus.' Those of the 
consul and his son are equestrian ones. 
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and that f>f tbe fermer is most admirable. 
There are here some of the iinetft 'spe- 
cimens of antiquity fouiMl at Hercula- 
neum, besides two. gladiators, of natural 
size, brought from the Famesian palace 
at Rome, abd of great expression. A 
handsome Bacchus, a basso relievo of a 
woman playing with a fawn, and an enor- 
mous head of a horse in bronze, from Her- 
culaneum. The barbarous people who 
fonnd it, destroyed the remainder of the 
statue, to melt into bells. Near it,- how^ 
ever, is an entire bronze statue of a horse, 
of immense size, and full of spirit. A dead 
gladiator ; the expression of death in the 
countenance of whom is most wonderful. 
A small statue of Apollo in bronze. Fawn 
and boy ; in the face of tbe former you will 
reniark the greatest passion. Another 
iawh,' with Bacchus on his shoulders : 
how truly this statue resembles life ! the 
little boy is absolutely laughing. Jupiter 
and Ganymede ; the former in shape of an 
eagle. I'heae, and a number of other fa- 
mous statues, were dug out from the bowels 
of the earth, at Herculaneum, at an enor- 
mons expense and the greatest labour. 
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bang coTered watfa several di£%reBt it^lft 
ef lava; They say it cost 60.000 dueats to 
dlig up only two of them, namely, those of 
the oonaal Balbus, and his son, which are 
h^hly esteemed. In the same baildjsg, 
the royal academy is also held.. In one of 
the rooms I observed a gfwd modem paintr 
iog of Epaminondas,- wounded. Thearrow 
has broken io his body ; the surgeon (in 
whose couDtenonoe the greatest anxiety is 
expressed) is handling it with the uttiiost 
en-e. The other persons intFodoced, are 
all in the utmost despair at the unfortu- 
nate wound of their general. Up stairs 
you will see one room which contains a, 
few fresco paintings, well executed, and 
likewise found by the indefatigable pHF- 
sttite of the antiquary. Near it is a suite 
of apartments, into which all tbe collection 
of paintings from the ro}^ palace, called 
Capodi Monte, have now been removed. 
Amongst the many, 1 ronarked two excel- 
lent paintings by Bassano, although the 
subjects are not over, interesting; the one 
efall.kindsof fish, the other of a butcher's 
shop, i noticed another of a curious sub> 
ject, viz. tiiatof the blind leading the Uind, 
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MidbolheftiiemfiUlingintotliediteb. You ^ 
in a iBoment perceive they arefolimd, and 
the paiatiag is therefore T^ystrikiBg. The 
finest pnatings of this collection were 
teken by King Ferdinand with him to 
•Kcily. in another part ofihis edifice an 
a Tariety of l^oa^, and f^ptian idols^ 
Augments of old Roman glaM, andsona 
^fg-shells, which «re'in a perfect state to 
Aiis day, besides innumerable other a»> 
tique utensils for the kitcbep, aswdUFasin 
tbe altar, during a sacrifice. Here 'arc 
also s^ne good models of &e antiqnitiei 
of Peestum, and of «ome Roman tomb* 
diacovered in the environs of Naplea j M 
weU as of die skeletons, urns, and rases, 
which these tombs enclosed. In one, 
wluch belonged to a warrior, you see his 
arms lying by his side. Every one must 
admire the beautiful moeaic pavemei^, 
uid Etruscan vas^ in this coUectiou, and 
one of the latter especially^ which vaa 
ftrand.in the tomb of Agamannon; 

The figures osx many of these vases are 
ef great delicaey, aod some of the subjeets 
TCry curiwis. On one are represcrded 
penons masquedj and tuk aaolfaer, several 
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men wd womeD at a feast playing^ witb 
eadi other. When one considera ^at 
each of these Tases is nearly 3000 yeara 
oM, one cannot but be astonished at the 
excellent state of pr^ervation, and the fitie 
polish to be observed on many of them. 
In this museum I saw some men employed 
in unravelling the different manuscripts 
fotwd at Hercukmeuu. What a trifd of 
pMimoe ! These manuscripts, written on 
the leaf of the papyrus, are exactly the co- 
lour of the lava, by which for so many cen- 
turies they were covered. Tbe charact^s 
are in Greek, and human curiosity, com- 
bined with the greatest patience, are now 
l^ degrees bringing to light these interest- 
ing specimens of antiquity. It requires 
several months merely to open one ma- 
nuscript, inde[iendently of tbe uncertain' 
result of discovering the matter it contains. 
Some treatises have already I believe been 
published, and amongst them one on mu-v 
sic. They, however, have not yet found 
out any thit^ very valuable, but of course 
live in hopes of so doing, sooner or later, 
and therein of being repaid for all their 
labour. The library of this establishment 
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is also well worth Tisiting. In a lai^ 
room at the eDtrance is a most wonderful 
echo, which repeats a sound upwards <rf 
thirty diflerent times. 

To a man fond of the bustling scenes of 
novelty and variety, few places can pro- 
duce equal gratificatioa to that which a 
visitor will feel during a short residence 
at Naples ; but the man of clasMcal e 
tion, as well asthe admirtir of theb 
of nature, must be enraptured with its 
chmning enviroiis. ' 
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1 BotB early one momijag, and took an 
^pweable and knag walk, paseing over 
Ifluit country where the mncient lUaDaM 
had their villas, 

" II sole appena avea il dorato crine 
" Tolto di grembo a la nutrice antica, 
B t^'ominciaTB da k jri^gc Slfdne 
A cudar I'ombR, « far la dma •pricA." 

The whole is well wooded; the Tines 
grow to a great height, and are entwined 
round forest trees, so that in summer there 
jhuert be one continued arbour and delight- 
fhl shade. The orange, £g, and other 
fruit trees, add much to the beauty of the 
■cehery. Without meeting with any direct 
path, I rambled about the hills, and every 
now and-then was fully repaid for the dif- 
ficulty of the ascent, by one of the finest 
sea views in nature. I passed through 
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tiie grotto oi Poeilipo, whicfa is an Bito>- 
nishinglj bold and wonderful work. Va^ 
jious are tbe conjectureB respectmg thil) 
immense vault, which is su[qKwed to have 
been made previously to the time of the 
Romans, and is excavated through the 
meuiitain for a distance of 2816 feet Its 
general height is forty feet, and its breadth 
-tveenfy. In the centre is a small chapel 
dedicated to the Virgin, and mi the top arc 
two openings which have been pierced 
through the mountain to admit the light 
irom above. This however is not suffi- 
cient, and, even with tbe help of lamp% 
the vault is generalljr dark. On behold- 
ing the extent of this grand undertaking, 
one woflld almost imagine it to have been 
the work of agea. On ^is mountaia> 
which stands to the west of the city, are a 
nmnber of villas belonging to the Neapo- 
litms, delightfully situated,' and surrounded 
by gardes, wherein vegetaticm ja^pears 
more- beautiful than elsewhere. 

I now reached the small budding called 
the tomb of Virgil, situated in a quiat 
mcasB on the ridge of the same momtain 
of Pc«ili]k>, and so pei$SG% faiddta from 
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luunan view, that yon do not fctcdve it 
tUI you are at the very entrance. Little ii 
16' be seen in the interior of tbe building, 
which is of iH-ick, and about twenty feet 
in length, and as many in height. Yon 
merely remark the niches in the wall, which 
formerly contained the urn and vases. 
The tomb' is covered|With turf, and on the 
b^ the trunk now alone remains of the 
famous laurel which, tradition said, had 
8IH*ung spontaneously and would never 
wither. 1 cut off a morsel of the wood as 
a memento. This then is' the tomb sup- 
pcwed to have contained the aabes of the 
immortal poet. What pleasing sensations 
.every one must feel oh beholding it ! The 
branches and leaves of the evergreens en- 
tirely cover this small pyramidal building, 
and add much to its romantic beauty. On 
a tablet fixed in the rock, close to the en- 
trance, you will read the following lines : 

" Qui dneres tumuli hiec vutieia conditur olim, 
lUe boc qui cednit Fascua, Rora, Duces." ' 

After continuing my walk for some 
miles, I arrived at the l^e of Agtiano, 
about half a mile in diameter, iand situated 
in a valley entirely hemipied in by moun- 
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tains. Its situation is wildly beautifiil, 
and well adapted for minds fond of con- 
templatloD. A Frencb author concludes 
his description of this lake with the follow- 
ing sentence : " I will say to all melan- 
choly and tender hearts who shall visit 
'Naples, do not fail to go and sit down on 
the borders of the lake of Agnano." The 
surface of the lake was covered with in- 
numerable wild fowl of various kinds, and 
&e weather so delightful, as to remind 
me of the approach of spring. The sea 
was most strikingly beautiful ; the' moun- 
tains which jut out into it, occasionally 
forming in appearance a number of pic- 
tnresqiie lakes. Here is an island ; and 
there a little village on the declivity' of a 
hill. I experienced the mcwt pleasing 
sensations on beholding all these lovely 
objects which surround the lake of Ag- 
nano. On its borders are the stews of St. 
Januarius, in a vaulted building contidnt- 
ing several small rooms, where the hot 
baths are situated. On entering them, 
you smell a strong sulphureous vapour 
which rises from the ground. Some of 
tibe rodms are so rery hot, that you can 
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iHily reuaia ia them for a few momentes. 
i was BO much afiected aa to be oMiged 
iaunediately to reti<eat. You will perceive 
Mtiue h(^e8 in the eartli where the iuvalidi 
«% placed, a&d coveted with flaunel in or- 
der to receive dry baths, which are deemed 
very beneficial for various diseases, besideii 
eonvuTsions, rheumatism, and asUima. - A 
few hundred yards from the stews of St; 
Jonuarius, raasmafl excavation in ^erodc, 
called the dog-'s grotto, because from the 
earth arises a nauseous vapour destructive 
to imimal life. Our gnide, remaining out- 
ride himself, held his dog in'the middle of 
the grotto. The animal was soon sensibly 
affected, first struggled, and then howled 
most piteously : but he now no loi^;^ 
moved, and was to ati appearance dead. 
In a few moments he would in reality have 
expired, had not his ma^er taken lum bat 
of the grotto. I thought this singular, but 
emel experiment had proved fatal, aa the 
dog remaitted immoveable on first bein^ 
exposed to the fresh air ; hcneever, anioia- 
tHm by degrees returned, his; faintiag fit 
ended, and he ran ronnd the lake m68t 
Insttly, ndt a little happy, no doubt, to re> 
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ptmlAWt&ity. TheauiTowwhif aaentty 
w feiy {Hctareaquef and fiill of Tui^y^ 
After cromMig the nuuHtteius covered witb 
mmtiotic woods, we arriTed-ataii wubMitt 
lag Talteyj Ja which- the fig-teee, the Tia^t 
I^Hi pc^ktfj are mosb luxuiiaot. To cow* 
^ete the l&ndaaape, by the «tde of thiF 
scattered cottages, you wilt observe thift 
fira^raot Qvaifige-tree. 1 bad been tceadipg 
on classic ground during the wholeof iWt 
walk. This, is, the ooiuitiy celebrftt^* in, 
tlw vergesof the itnuMiial Vij^l ; a[i4jiA 
tltese delightful spots dwelt the anfi^pl 
Aomans. 

The next excmsion I made was to J^muf- 
jM^t', a^ small town situated very delig^ 
^ly near the E)ea, about seven mii^ iintti 
Naples. In the squsre; of Fou^zoli is. a 
Tery handsome ' and antique pedestftl. qf 
i4dte jnarble, ahnut. &veifeet> in lei^fA. 
tmd three in. height, on nbieb^ are ntot% 
-thou a dozen statufi»io£ wen and .wonww 
in. busp relievo. - By the liwcr^tioa we 
kaow that tbsN>» figuxea (esecHled witjh 
the greatest deliemcy) are, metmt to rtpie- 
seat tdwns in Aaifi. Minw, which^ having 
bMa gr«iiUy i^jmncL hjr differ^t eewvul- 
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sioiw of oNfenre, wck rastiwed 1^ Ac 011^ 
perot Tiberius. In aaotker squarr now 
this ele^nt pedestal, is the «tatne lof « 
iRomaD veaator. Tbc bead ie modem, but 
the drapery of the U^ viriliB very stiik* 
iftg. The catbednd of Pouzzoli mi 
fvnoerly an ancient te^i{de. Its exterior 
is still embelliBhed with aeTeral beautifitl 
Corinthian pillars, which belimgcd to the 
oiiginal edifice. 

In the environs of Pouzeoli are manf 
iBterestiog remains of the anci^t town^ at 
the head of which stand those of the tern* 
pU supposed to have been dedicated to 
;Sn»pis. From the colossal irognents of 
Ibe pillc^s, and the peculiar beauty of 
1^ -frize, you can form swne idea of tbe 
oariginal ^endor and magnificence of ttua 
«difice. Around the interior are sereral 
vootias, one of which served as a hath i^r 
tbe priests at their saorifices. They wetrs 
1^ cased with marUe. You see the spi^ 
where the Tictima were immolated, even tfa* 
iron rings to which they were fortened, and 
the large -jars which contained (beir blood 
and oib'ailsk In the centre of this temple 
is a spring of warm water. Ttvae iw^tttad 
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|^}lw« alop^ arie now stanjdiqg of the mfuiy 
|{»leD^i4 ones which adoraed this circpj^r^ 
l>uildiii|:; the remainder were, in a great 
measare, destroyed by an earthquake. 
Abor£ the town are some trifliDg vestiges 
df an amphitheatre. The {^reoa, wlure 
t^e gladiators exhibited, and where wild 
heists and men inet one another in the 
CQlnbat, is now happily an orchard, entirely 
cohered with fruit trees. This amphitheaT 
ti% is said to hare been built by Pioclesiaot 
aodin its interior is a chapel, erected tp 
the qaeinory of soQie martyr. Not &r 
^ittbant are the remains of a fine tenpJ^ 
dedicated to Neptune, and on every side 
yAa will see the wreck of ancient edrfices. 
I have already observed, that the mountain 
of fi^lernum, fiimoas in ancient times for 
t,\ie wine of ,tbat najnie, is about two miles 
blatant ^in PouzzoU. 

I aex\ went to Solfaterra, an extin- 
Ifuished volcano, situated about a mile t<> 
|ibe Qorth of PouzzoU. Its (op has entirely 
disappeared- In the ovtA basin, 1,5Q0 feet 
long, you repiark the remains of tiie old 
€|>ater^ Smpke lE^ues fprth from every 
d9 
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part of the monHtain, and at the prindpal 
mouth you ' distinctfy hear the tumk-^ 
water coming from the lake of Agiianoj 
which is quite boiliog'. On striking the 
ground on which you are walking with ft 
stone, the earth very perceptibly vibrates 
beneath you ; this proves that there muBt be 
an immense cavi^below. Here are likewise 
aomie sweating baths, the heat of which i 
could scarcely bear for a moment. This 
mountain produces a varie^ of minerals, 
amongst which sulphur is most abundant, ' 
l>esides vitriol and sal ammoniac. The kin^ 
has here a lai^ manufectory of sulphur; 
1 returned to Pouzzoli to sleep, where" 1 
ubserred in the port, the remains of an im- 
mense pier, built to protect the vessels, but 
commonly called *' the bridge of Caligula," 
"from that emperor having been so foolish as 
to throw a bridge over from thence to Baia, 
land to support it against this pier ; but as 
the bridge no longer existed, I hired U 
Iwat early ou the morrow, and crossed an 
arm of the sea to tbe'opposite shore. 
' Ab 1 sailed along the coast, and contem- 
plated the beautilhl bay of Naples, the 
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tKittber WW beKVpnlj!) 9»it nothing vf* 
peared to inteirupit tke quiie^ of so de^lrU 
ful a morning, 

n sol mtii si bd giomo non etwne : 
L'aere e la terra s'^legrava ; e I'acqne 
Per lo mar avehc paoe e per li fivmi. 

Pbtbascha. 

1 jl^ftniog the bi^t, 1 proceeded v)th, ii;^ 
gnide to Tiew the ras^iiy interestii^ objecl^ 
vfaicji this cooAtry contains. Haying 
pulsed liy Monte Npevo, another extiot 
gnisbed volcano, .w« eaiof to tb^ 1^ of 
4<wiBo, Dearly bAlfAntilein diavie^i.QQ 
<be.b9jxkTs of ^hji^h ar^ some vc^t^gos q( 
aiAeniple, said to bave been dedicated b) 
^ApoUo. This lake wfk^, in ani^Knt 4fiy»t 
ai^ed " the lake of hell," frtm, the dark 
cfldour and depth of its water, and, from the 
umf holesQineiicss ctf the air in its. neigh- 
bourhood. Near !the water's edg? is a sub* 
terraneous abodes named iba grotto of the 
sybil of Cuma, (but it is very uncertain for 
what purpose it was intended) where the 
classical ideas of the visitor may assimilate 
t^e doleful waters of Acheron with those 
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thttt Watttier A¥«ugtl iXUs iiMlfisfb.-mki of 
«-1rich it is indeed trti^, ttMt 

" Above no sky is seen -, below 
A turbid wave is seen to Bbw, 
Whicli scarcely, as it moves &loa§;> 
Dcserrea the trilmte of a songt" 

HaTiDg provided ounelTes with torches, 
We entered s osmt&odio&B pasmge, pi«M«d 
Ah>agti the soHd rack ; but iOoa the iMd 
becfttne so narrow^ aa Mtly to admit o|w 
person M K time: and at ive no#' bvd 
l^eaclied a part <^ it where tbe water wm 
ttro ft^ m depth, I Itfounted on tii« i^n]. 
Qfers-of iaj guide, andhad a tide for about 
ftirtf yards. We at last arrived at ttro 
nmnia «(» «ttt of Ae rcK^, one of Mbif^ 
'. ibey teil ytfn served for the i^bil's bajdwv 
^hitet, frMs ^e «tbeT, she sdclirered her 
orai^tiB. The lytiil was the grand pro* 
]lfaetes8 of paganiMn. Tbii oavetu is -nry 
ttttle attered, since 1^ tinae it waadesoribed 
%y Virgil in tbe following Unes : 

" E^[(^uiicaAlla fuit, vastoque inuooiiia hiatu 
Scrapea, tutalacu nigro nemoninque tenebris, 
Qttam super band idle potermt impiini Tolantts 
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« itKptflpw. tiilii am iMlltw ttris 
Andlna effiuidefif auffejf. «d coi)v«u faielitt ^ 
(Unde locum Graii dixerunt nomine Aomon.)" 
jEnbid, B. 6. 

Iloirever^ there are oo longer any itt* 
structiTe vapours arising from the Lakfl. 
Whether it was t>ec»iue Vivgil has said 
so, -i ItHow not ; kmk, otntaimiy, to me the 
whole scenery iJbent Ibe Lake of Averao 
ap^ieared dark, gloomy, aod imposing. 
Not ftr from hence, o»-tbeM«^i««we 
iSe baths of Proserpines and, almofrt ttf* 
jmniB^, those oi Nero, wUeh am alto 
iiftUed the stewB of TrttplK The laMerian 
AW^ating imths : aivt being in mde<bcallli« 
iwas tittle inclined tfr contend . with the 
itkjBl, and Ihfrefore oaly went ai^iort mif 
jnlo ihe interior. My gnicle eune Mit 
«ntiiiely baAed in perspiratSBo, altJUNqfli 
Jbe had ahnoet fltript faunself Baked faiahre 
hk 'entered'! he brought 'o«il 6mm- Ifae 
extremity a bneket of water, soffici^itty 
■h&t to. boil some e^fs, of wfaioh 1 partaok, 
-jfamn curiosity as weH as appetite. Ckae 
4>.tfae entranee are a number of rooms, 
•havn out ot the rook, in which the ino 
•Uiys nyott after taknqg the baths, the 
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season fw wliiett is esrly in die ■ 

The baths of this coa^ are considered be- 
neficial for nervous afl*ections. Horace 
e&y»f the people of Baia were angry at hi* 
gtiog elsewhere <br the recovery of Mi 
hetUth: 

''-SonemnrtetareliBqid, - 

iM<Mqi|e oasuntesi mrris dUwe nntaam 
So^bunt conteiou, vicua gemit." 

HoK.Eit.15, lib. 1. 

We once more embarked on the cham- 
tDg bay, and lauded at Baia. You will 
coDStuitly rembrk along: '^^ shore Ae 
ruins of antique edifices, many of which 
fire under the transparent water, «cofr- 
sinned by tlie many inroads the «ea 
bw made on this coast. It is probaUe 
the Neapolitans will never, have the cu- 
rtonty to recover the many treasures in 
sculpture and mosaic here' concealed. 
Close to &iia are some vestiges of tiie 
temple of Diana. The wreck of its im- 
mense dome convinces yon of its former 
magnificence. At evay step I co ii tS M- 
plated, with pecaliar interest,^ some trace 
of. the ancioit town of .Bam, . ao f j o eto - 
brated by the poets for its dei^htjahu- 
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dwtiDetioii had tbetr Ti)]a»; and here^.itt* . 
9taad: ^ rationally. eDJoying the many nd^ 
tur^ lusurkfl of tbia feybdred BpaU Afff 
pmmd a ]ile «f riotouo dimipatioD luid.de^ 
bftncheiy. 

- Tlie charns «f tbie Miperiatively b«ftii* 
^fiilfJioMte bave bMa nu^ liy^eMtuiei 
from tine immemorial down to the {««- 
««at dqy : Horace ai^», . 

" NuUii9 in orbe sinus B^is pnelucet amienis,'' 

Ait4 Viqgfi] speaks of it« etentwl^pTing, 

<'' Hie Tcr assiduum atque allenle mensibns metas^ 

Im more modo^ times our p»et Addiopn 
tlMis ei^tresNes himself: 

" Bear me, some god, to Baia's gentle seatSj ' 
Or carer me in Umbria't green retreats, 
Wtans mrtam gales etmtuUf naide, 
Anl aU tbc leaMiu l«viah all jth«r |«ide : 
. filoMomfl, and fmita, and Bowm, together rise,. 
And the whole year in gay confusion lies." 

Intxt obBer¥ed an edifice 4U])|MMd.^ 
ib«re beea defeated, to Mercary, i& vhich 
,th»4vhiipmii^-e«Uaqr>«^d cdv ^ve •ciii» 
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Hd»; iw^a iittiiBfcrdwr are <om» nwiiirt 
iHiidi, probably, belonged 'to a tt»filfr«f 
Venus, whnv yen find a tew ba»9o retkmk, 
tiuotigb of which reiBMn totifaeir tfat^ hih 
delieaey «f Mme of the > snkjeeto. €«•• 
ttBoing our walk towards the C»pe -^ 
M te a no, w« aniwd ^ ^k JPiwina Mira- 
Mr, supposed to' hafve been zimrge rmm* 
ti$k fn* water, toitipply tlie leetj or, 
as others affirm, « ftew for fish. ¥m 
descend by thirty marble st^a to this 
building, whidi is nearly 900 feet square, 
and will be chiefly struck with die eaot- 
DKHU size of tbe forty-eight pillars which 
support it. In Ais neighbourhood is the 
l.ake of Fusaro, communicating' with the 
sea, and called Acheron by tbe poets, who 
celebrated the fertile country ou the oppo- 
site side by-theBMue of the Elyuan ^elds^ 
to which poetio*] fietioB said UnA Chaiion 
rowed over ijie irtrades of tifoee lieceased. 
F^m these heights the coup d'atl of the 
surrounding objects is full of sublimity. 
Vott l^ehoM the remains of Ibe «ew«k ind 
ftMboUr of Mt^eno, beyond #lriek i» Hm 
-ilAUHl «fnocida, contaiirin^ a Wgn towfc, 
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aii a «atfrii iNiich 9»rrm iwia fimliirinwli 
*eMtmet fer the Ki^g 4f NBple8-^«fid,«lW 
iirtbcT, is tbe iijand tAIteia. 

W«: now passed tbtodgb tbe tUIs«» V 
JkMft, wherti ttevewv iiuaierous vctt^gab 
*f ftBcient sepolcbfM. The ctimate Inae 
ivito warn, tfairt the peasantry are ukom* 
ttfloly dark, and liie wotneiK «ipMially, 
appear scoMlied Uke tfae cindftn of tkt km 
whSch SHiTouhd tfaebk 

Near fiianll w« entetted abother sabtor- 
faneoUB and MelaacJK>ly abode, in wbiirfl 
1bcr« are stoCed to be ft' btHadr«d mmH 
r«(»iH,'frcRB wheaee itreceivesite iiain&>of 
"'€ent& CamareUt :" sciHe aay -^teae. wflre 
tbe prisons of Nero; wbetker stt cr nbt, 
nothing could hare exceeded ^e horror «f 
die place, l^be dunfeons aine qnchrtdcod 
% <he least rarj^ of light TUs CHetiBir 
ataoee, hswwer, mi^ perhaps have gsih 
lifted :the miad of a Nero. Oth«M, km^ 
Bra', affirm, Aey were the cellan bdoog- 
idgtoan^itMisiTep^ace. Close to (ha aaa 
ibOTeiaanaAer caverft) called tiia«ottb«f 
Ihettooiid .%ri{^tuu Kam will «faNrv% 
% th» ninistsBfe af the timhcaiwMCh aide 
aittW fm^iwrit, nataKfmatuiga ki«taC99* 
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«lueby bowevert mc w « Ixid mto oi^gms* 

attration. :.U-m SMf^osed th»t near tibw 
spot died the young Mareellus, soa oi 
OcturiA, poisoned l^ the cnidi jvife* of 
AagasUm, The mtmory i^ tiwi amiltUl 
paiaice, wfaa had acquned the afieotiDa m^ 
wkeeiD of the Romuu, : waft oekbrateA 
\>^ Vir^l in the foUowiuff : elegy^ wUdi 
bfftathce grief io every line ; wad one mMy^ 
^therefore, give credit. to' tiie author of tho 
life, of Virgil, -who says that Octavia (n»- 
tiier of Marcellus) fainted away when tbe 
iHet read them ia her company : 

' " Quantos ille Tirnm magnam Mavortis ad nrbem 
.CmpuB aget gemiMi ! vel qus, Tibcrine, vUefai* - 
Fwi^ra, quuHi tuouilum pneterlabere racetU^a ! 

. Heu FictoB '■ heu prisca fides/' &c. &o. 

^ The situation of the few houses wfawfa 
now compose the town of:Baia.ift moit 
pieloresque. The little bay wbivh tbeaoa 
f<n*m8 here is charming, as well as the mft 
pearance of every thing around. Villages 
We Very numerous ; and the ooHDtryis ooi» 
veiled with figH, vines, atqd other frmi^trew) 
{irodncing the finest foliage' imnginaUe^ 
Wear Baia fs the Lakcof Feaak; and oA 
4to bo«d«^ a spcHrtipg^MK -belotifi^ng to tiie 
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ktoig. H^ nM^alty comei to ^ool ti» 
wild boars ^lick mhabit the neighboanng 



■ All young- travellers, but eq>«c»Hy 
jiMUtg fitt^ishraen, ^ai% contmusUy im^ 
piMd'Upoii'bytheSsiieTmen^ii thiscoasii 
Ip^o, immedistely on their arrival, o#Br 
tfaem some modem antiques fer a^i^ 
which are covered with figures of annuls, 
reptiles, and' plants, and called by them 
ftnethysts, cornelians, and t^ates, bat 
which, in reality, are all of cotspotitioii, 
■and manuiiietQred at Naples. One man 
JB>particular.tormeilted.me for more thaB 
Hxa bour with his entreaties to piirohaoewl 
exquisite cometi&n, whi^, he soImba]^ 
afiinned, had been washed ' in by the sea 
idaly 4h^ day before. Out ^ curiosity I 
looked at the pretended treasure,. and oait 
.feiind. a Toost ridiculous figure of an assria 
iiaitation bf the Etruscan. Ittddthemanl 
•houid have no more sense than the' aninuf 
^vpresented on his cornelian if I eould be 
^pe^KMded to buy Mich a specimeo of aiv> 
■tfqnity. ; 

■i Wen6wMicenioreeiqbarked,aQdpa«ad 
t^&e castle of'Baia, a fortification siMMHl 
«n the cape txf ihat nune. As we rawvi 
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^pfi^metiti of biMktingrB at the water'i edge. 
This proves, that, bj^ various earthqtt«)(£ft,' 
•$r coNMPon in this climate, the sea, as I 
before observed, bas considerably gainied 
gpvund : and, iodeed, you alio find waUt 
•DNoudiag, which extend Mine ItDadred 
jiuds ifito the sea. I rediroed to Na|)lef> 
JitgM^ delighted, and with the most plci«a- 
Wg impresaions left on m; mind, from tbf 
iCfmtemplation of ol^ect* which .cannot ^ 
to jfiterest even tlte most careless observer. 
Another morning was spent in visitiay 
4te royal palace situated at Casertd, abotA 
twebe miles tb the north of Naples. This 
|M>cd, which fotms a aquare, has nevef- 
teea flaished ; but is, nofwithstandijigr, 
the largcot in Italy. The extesior coD»sts 
jQ>f four ^n^nd colonnades and a vestibule; 
Ahd :the iinmense suite of i^nriHents we, 
for the most J)art, unfuruished; but the 
pKsent king'(Murat) was embelUshiAy 
mtBkt oi the rooms, which promise to be 
vary icqb%. Tfae Urease here surpasses 
in magnificence any other I have met with. ' 
Tfte whole Ss Composed of a var^ty of rich 
aMrUoE, the sUbsDu the Atc^s Iteing each 
miiomti bloek, eiffbtscn foet in iqnfth. M 
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the first ia«4iD9-pJ«te are tMv^lipfBUMn, 
and at ^ iop a yvdetff of piHai:*, vmaaak' 
able for their eiegaace. 1 doubt if tfa«« 
ia a more ,^leadid stai>eeae in Ewapet, 
The royal duipel in thia place is iikiemuf 
i^tfinelyooTeredvithflneiDartiile. Amongst 
the paUitings, the beit is one I^ Miengii» 
representiBg the pTei^ttalion of the Vii^gm 
in the temple. Vou Mast not omit to vjeit 
the theatre h^re, wbjioh is fitted «p iritfa 
grmi taste. 

Within a mile of the palace of CaMrtt 
is that of Belvidere, which, heing" small, is 
chiefly used as a shootiqgrbox UxirvysAtsft 
It has ibeea well named, fo^ the view i& its 
KiTivdBB is charming. The iptrden said 
pleasure^rounds are laid out :aeockrdMf 
tO- the taste generally faiind to prcTuI 
abroad, and w.bich 1 have before remarked 
respecting the Roman . villas. Nature ii 
disfigured in every possible mumper ; hetv 
is what the Italians consider a supevb ca»> 
cade, entirely artificial, and there fonntaiw 
covered with hosts oi sea ffods and god* 
desses : now you arrive at a grotto whers 
a 4ool Ktream meanders ; oud afierwiuA 
enter a straight aremie of trees trimmed 
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vMt'tlK^S'aatttt.iuoe^. The whole mi tte 
wtMrit of art only ; and notfaioy is more un» 
intesestiB^ thftn such a si^t to the admirer 
of the beautieci o£ uature. TfaephunofCa- 
|Hia, in which Caserta stands, is finely cul- 
tivated, Jand beautifully wooded. On eveiy 
^e you see an abundance of Tines, oli^eSt 
and other Iruit-tre^i, with numerous viK 
lages scattered around. About four miles 
from Caserta is an aqueduct, which is ooe 
of the finest modern works of the kind in 
existence. Itcrosses three Tal^8,andpasseB 
tht^ugb five mountains. I descended into 
one of the valleys, where the building- is 
IfiU feet in length, and 178 in height. The 
whole is constructed of a light-coloured 
^tMie^ found io the neighbourhood, I did 
not ref eh Naples again till after sun-set.- 

The royal palace at Portici (about two 
vilee from Naples) is not to be compared 
fftr beauty of architecture with the one at 
Ctts^rta; but it incloses a most valuable 
nweum of numcTouB paintings and other 
antiques found at Herculaneum and Pom* 
l^ii, I'he execution of the generality of 
the^' paintings js-not BO:striking as the 
brightness ^nd wonderful prwerratim) i>i 
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■>0RTicr. 49 

tfte (joloiirs. Amongst the best I observed 
'6ne of Dido in. despair ; a Leda, in the 
-figure of which you will observe great 
fljrametry. Theseus Hberatiog a child 
^nf a monster is striking, as are like- 
wise -the three tiraces. The meeting of 
Ctrestes and Pyllas is an excellent group, 
each countenance containing wonderful 
expression. Here are also a number of 
'small arabesque paintings of diiferent ani- 
mals, and some other subjects, which are 
Very ludicrous. I remarked a ' schooT, 
where one bciy was on the back of another, 
and the master by the side, in the act 
of inflicting corporeal punishment. Tfa'fs 
mode of enforcing learning seems, there- 
ftre, tcJhavebeen asmucb appi^ved of by 
the Greeks and Romans as it is by the p^ 
'dagogues -of the present day. 1 also recol- 
lect a curious painting in fresco of a c'ar- 
tlagedwiwn'by a grasshopper, and of wnicA 
a" parrot is the coachman. Another is drawn 
fey a'bdtterfly, and conducted by a griffin, 
fThese subjects may possibly have had 
H^mfe satirical reference. ' The admirer of 
imtiquily will lie miich gratified in visiting 
this museum. - As we have sighs, so the 

TOL. II. E 
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aucienti tbad Semto paantifi^ ovtr 1)ie 
shopBi refveeentiog their dMEerent pn^Hr 
n«iB. . Severaliof IhempaintiDgBarebcR 
pucwrred, besides nses of silver, -brejMat 
aad earthenTvare^ used ia the temples; aad- 
aTariel^ of other utensils, reiawricaMe -foi^ 
the ddkiiey of their execation. -As Ak 
king graendly resides in this pahKe during 
Q^ctaib seasons of the year, the Nee^itUB' 
Dobility have numeroos villasi in a mMt 
duUToiag oountay luttund Portici. 
' liwuKiemble are tiie intereBting ohjwda 
which sumMind Nicies. Oar next exonw' 
sion was to the mine i^PMiptfif. Varioi» 
authors infonn us that Pompeii was si- 
tuated in the Gulf of Naftse, with Hercu- 
laneum on one side^ and Stabia and Sor> 
ventino on the other. 

Daring an eroption of Vesuvius, this 
ci^ was entirely buried (with the greatof 
part of its inhabitants) by an imaeoM 
ahower of dnders, aod cAotiaued iwdar 
ground betiween 17 and 1800 years, tiH-ik 
was partly laid (^n in modeni times. At 
Ihe ratrance of Pompeii are the hanmtim 
of the soldien, > and a number of piUaM iSf 
the D«ic (M^w» on which Ae iMa Muwe4 
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oifaer figms, whH^ you Mb wHH plaUji 
dMngoiih. T^ tvro gruid thaMries ant . 
Dsttr Aii spdt< One wm- fiir tm^eifr ant 
theolUnifiir c«aadf'; the ftnrmcr- Mmg 
eaverid'fi»p the parftmance at ntgfaty ttM 
IfcHep (whMi ivaii for tbe reprwentittiOHt 
dDRng tbe 4ay-timtt) is entirety opMu 
OfledAwcowliictedtoboth. titveyMiwUI 
obMrre themuble-seato for die spectelen; , 
and at one, end oi the. dieatKy tbecUaf 
m^stralcB' seats theatags, and (lie ntatau 
«li»». the- aetors dressed. On tbe ana 
wa.writtea the ftdlowiag- words I : .' 

^ VftCVLikTDa'BI. : ' ' 

. . . tcMrDsyipRo iiirpn." : 



.. Wb» ai^titccture of ink of iheae tli^- 
<*••, is the dtape ^ a crescent, is paiftie«« 
lari^i^asbaured by all cDdtHHeaems. AHer 
pMnag ilmm^ a: 1m^ galleq' leading M 
tfMitheatPBs, wtr amved at a sqnaife, oeof- 
sAicb i* a teaaple of the Doric' order. Ofl 
•ft adfoiauig pedestal is tkis iascnptiaD, 
»jir. lOMMfv. a ^^ Marcelh PutrWui." 
KnoidHKe w».«B(ei«d a ec>H«^, s^ir- 
k2 
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rowidnl'bjrifiKivtf'pfliiBiBB oft mavMsTMiB 
Bttioed thei dmnDds ttrough which ^dle 
VBtor nw, in order to keQptiie.ro6mfl(MMiLi 
We DoW walked cttwn one of ike prmcifa) 
ttnttn, which M about ten feet in braftd^j 
Bjrtheaideiis'aniaed pureaent fer^ibcltn 
IMMieagfln. ' That inthe centire watite 
mvriiigM* (wfaieh are supposed to haw 
b0aii ^KiDt four feet tvoad) to that'theie 
tW Bufficient room iur two to pus eM^ 
otiiier. Here you will plainly perceive the 
rati made by the wheels nearly 2000 y«Mi 
•90II Ononeaide of this street are die 
renaaHifrof the m^oificeait-teini^ of Ismj 
in a good stale of preservation. Befaiad 
the altar is a receas, whwe some say the 
priests hid tbemselTesi and delivering tbeir 
oracles from thence, made the people on 
the outside bdUeve.that the goda were 
speaking. Others consider this idea ertot 
neons. Near Ibis altar is the pedestal da 
vdHch the saicrifioes were offmcd; a room 
wh<V% the priests washed their hapdi, and 
aikind of well, into which 4he aadora 44|m 
tbrown. We proceeded on a Iktle &Kthm 
uid ronarked Another^temple* eaid to JiKm 
been dedicated to Eiciil^iiu. NeiFft4tM' 
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jnwhiwMe, nppoaedtoiisiie.bdoi^nd -tail 
ataitmiy, whersin many speciiiieiiB <tf tiM 
flneartH.werei ioBfld. Eveiy persMc ramt 
«apaiettce'tlie:greBtflflt iDtcrest in rkitii^ 
dM anphithettire -of PompeH. €unosi^ 
has never ^Qoe. BO fair as tocteartfaewkolb 
afrtbe.areiK, bnt I wM glwl to £mA:mdA- 
nea now emf^i^ed for tfaat purpose. - On 
itasideBauerepreseBtedia. variety of tdi 
nnb, ivfaich. used to be iMtrodiMed in th* 
aikibiiioDts- and near one of «kem n .a 
woaadeA g-laidiBtov. it was! heret4he m^ 
eieaii took delig-htiin seeing their fellmp* 
j^refttwes torn in pieces by wild beasta, aad 
inhere:' even women exposed iheatselveBi 
Mid dcenched. the ground with their blood? 

*' " Sed 'fiEmiDarum illustriiiin, senatoniinque 
'-'^ ' Tmirnm plia*eB per arenam fcedtrd stmt.^* ' 

iiiAtfincbnomeirt'the.'workiMsi were dts^ 
^pvnriDg^lfaa^ pieces offreseo paiatiBgi- 
vMefa Mt- being jet faded by the sun,- 
dfcMd^to!4fae «gh«!« nwiety of ookMn 
VKuaiexqaiiitely beautiful than words eaa, 
^Sflkm^ In tbM mnidiithaatre ,tha<e wd 
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forty-tiro rows of ketttt for tiie flpecMtn*, 
an of marble, which alone Mire to ^«e 
one an idea of tfaeori^nal splendor (^4le 
edifice. Pompeii, as I have already ol^ 
■erred, wag only buried by the loose cin- 
ders of VesuTius, bat Herculuienm (whidi 
I iriiall afterwards describe) was likefrite 
oOTered with different strata of lava. ' It lit 
thwefin'e, much easier to discorertfae i^ 
maiiu of antiquity in the former ei*y than 
in the latter. We now contemplated tte 
wrcfJc of a third temple, whi^, as ftr-M 
one can judge from the di^anee ^ its 
friezfifljandtfae peculiar richness and TMiio^jF 
of its marble, must have been Ae ra<M 
Qlagi^ificent edifice in Pompeii^ >li» no 
inscriptions have been found, it is not 
known to whom this temple was dedicated. 
The walls of the private dwelling* a«e 
painted in fresco ; how lovely are the bloe 
borders, what a pretty appearance have the 
yellow pannds, how much OMve briUlut 
are th^ than ttie cokwra of ihe ] 
day 1 IVIany of the paiatiags i 
difiei^t animals; but the best «f i 
wme removed to the i<oyal mnKin 
Pwttd. I can &ilay thesebouKS^n 



«jrv Google 



p««nui. 8ft 

wore sttmetimeB tvD stories iogb, to have 
been rery comfortable, althougli not of ik 
lu|^ size. TUe rooms in each of them 
■re distrtbuted nearly in the sune mannen 
The muhle basin in the centre, to contain 
Water, the mosaic pavemjent, and many 
fitter objects, most naturally engage yonr 
AtlentiiHi. These rooms, though small, 
possess an elegance and justness of pro- 
iportion, vhich immediately strike a person 
99 he enters. We now repaired to tlm 
- mo8t populous part of the city, to see the 
paUtces, shops, fountains, baths, and se- 
puk^res. First we went into an oil-shop') 
,stUl filM of Ui^ amphone, which con- 
tained the tiqiUHT, and remaining in the 
same situation in which they were found. 
On s6me of them yon will obserre tiie 
nalBe of the maker. What peculiar inte- 
rest <Ud I take id minutely examining ereiy 
liiingabouttheoilman'sshop, whose earthen 
jars had continued unmoved for so many 
ages 1 We next found ourselves in a kitchen, 
where an excellent fire-place, with a stove 
ion each side of It, is plainly distinguished. 
This kitchen, together with several ad- 
l^riog n)onu> no dffabt belonged to a 
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Ita th« next house we found a hand^ooiff 
Bt«4rca^ , walU painted with great taite^ 
pavements of rich marble, and befnitiful 
Bfosaic^, Here is a room, where, it in 
supposed, tb^ used to dine, having the 
dishes placed in the centre. Close to this 
i)»om are sonie baths. Am^^agst the ua^ 
ftrat>esque paintings with which the walls 
are covered, 1 adnuced in particular the 
%ure8 of Venus, Mars, Cupid^ Euqt^ 
with the bull, and most of all, Diana in. the, 
bath, as well as a little Bacchus of great 
b^ai^i and a peacock eatii^ cherries, the 
latt^ of ivhiph .is beautifully oiecuted. 
The ^Ui^eyof the oolours must ft«*Affidi 
all the wprld. You would imagine, on 
seeing tbe^ in anj other spot, that.t^y 
hafi been recepUy. punted. In ^k part 
Qf the city I agftin remarked the deep r^ts 
made, by the chariot-wheels, and on tum- 
Wig round, saw an oiKpress, an oven, and a 
will for grinding com, all of which are 
very worthy of attentit>n. The oven, is 
mueh the same, and the two machif«s dif- 
fer but little.fmm those we now make, nse 
■ of for like piHposss.^ On each side of, the 
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aita^ed. We > nest Tuited k MtigicM- 

wwe dncpvered. la^obc «f Ae r90tBft4# 
das building isaa i^prc^naate pfti^in§v 
on the mU, of a doctor Hrrjint; i TrrtiTi»»i i 
The QCifit object vu « cellar, contMning % 
^WHti^. of bmgb ^xxfh&rmi stew filled wtU^ 
anAtTB, inatead of w^ie, for which tb^ 
were intended. Sixteen- :^dctons were 
fidttod: at the.door of :t^«eU«r. The .>ttd* 
joiltiag bouse- was a Tteiy «]{teii«iTe«ne; 
Two- sAxiptoM (snpp^eed to bare bett 
UtoBe ;«f die ptofrnvUtt and his setvwit)! 
ncepp Boi^atided'bf a':£l|reat qpatitify <<vf 
g|i4d, silver, and pivcioiM jemete^ ' Th^ 
pnvit have been saffecated by the oindo^ 
^(heti - «ndeav<ruriDg te> efteApe^ witfa the 
l^|Ort:.TalM^lepwt ofth«<pr0|)erty. Pim* 
i^ tjirojigh one otf 4he gatfs of ttie oiQ^- 
TV&.Krmed. at a long stnetj without tjb* 
If ;4H jm each, ^e of which are a punt]Mv 
ot 8e|>^)chras. On one of ffaem itre tb* 
follt^ing words : Mamkei. -P. F. Saoer^t 
Pubtim Loom Stpttkuf ifeftu de Gttrimmn 
ietreto. ; <hi aiiolSier are iiqireaeated' tbn 
e^j^^of tlw.glad^tof^ki Jtap»a.Kli<ff 
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0lw<tiHiri» hks bem-teft in tke Mane -Male 
fa whidi it waB' ^iscorered. Yon-s^- (Ik 
anu i*liloh>4mMtihied tiie ashes, 'tfte sluUI 
lampi, and ^tiiAen Jan. TUs monameotili 
Mmnouuted by. ani atcellent bawo reUevb, 
representii:^ a gaHi^. Araongat Ae maay 
epitaphs, is bne on Ibe 'tomb of a •hay wbo 
'(IM at the tender ag««f twelre years, 'it 
k very concise anct simple, ^ A Velmh 
grato tix Anml^" •■■ ■ 
■ ■ We ascended' a -hill, and to6k a yvtW of 
Poia|feii.- The' ishes v«re twe«iy-ftfe 
feet deep^ and the walls of Ae honsea now 
Itandl^, are abotit twelve high ; bat not 
more'tiiMi one quarter of the city, (wlucfa 
in- laid t» bate been four miles iB-einmii. 
i^enee) isyetonoOTered. The remainder 
k still- oveniliefaaed irith einders, and Ifae 
MWPGtx abnrej planted -mth fruit treea. 
Theae are tbe jHrincipal objects wtUdi 
Mruek my attention daritm' my fivqneat 
Tints -to Pompeii; but there were a thou* 
Mmd' others which perhaps it woidd He 
tiresome to-eaumtrate. I had be^t walk- 
ttag thraugh a city bdilt nearly =2000 yearn 
1^, wbidi ddHog' the greater parttifitfnt 
time has «ontin««d buried under g n w wd r 



«jrv Google 



Mid reau^ediB'^e-'skc^ iriMiy, impM* 
maaia iMed>for diflfefeat ^fe^oo»: I Ind 
••eii'4be:viH« Bdor Hbe •t»itti wkere Gitmb 
JK»8aid te livre Ntided.' in-i&et, I c«MMt 
describe baif wbkt I atw or ^ <w tM^oo* 
tl*a I'Midse it 'to Baif,- AM dw>^ tfae 
wh<Je of my tonr, I'wertr eKptnemtittA 
anch sensatioiia of {deBsure iu exi^oriaff 
the remains of antiquity. 

Tfae ruiDs of the aadeat HaxaUmnmt 
are mder the mod^n ResiAa. Duvuif ab 
eruptiwi of Veeuviue, Uerculuwum vis 
eittirdy covered for a height of forty feet, 
yiiA difierent strata of }aTa and oindOs, 
tbout seraity years after ^e kuth of CJsiit, 
■ and entirely Ibst for sixtem centurieB ! In 
order to see its ruins, yon Aeseeikl uu<kr 
^jpHMind by the help of taxhea, aad p^iB 
;1ltoDH^ ItHaig and ext^uive paaagev, 
■wliim'^ imasmBe thickness o|#e'VftU»» 
ttod solidity of the arches are astonishing. 
We waUced round the theatre, which was 
at an oral form, and observed ite mart»le 
•sate, besides a few fresco paintings on the 
mdU, and the pedestals whcare the statues 
Most of the valttaUe cunwitiai of 



rv Google 



.HBffOHlaiiemiK liave lunv«ter been, reiMiled, 
4Ad deposited in the royal mmfeum. H«ne 
M4 tbere you meet with a pretty trieMs 
wd a little fiirtiier the following insc^^ 
tun : " Claudio et P^irio coaguUbus Her- 
culaiieiises poBuore poit mopMm." 

Let their a«beB remain tintoucb«d after 
ftiwt of 2000 yeans 1 
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CHAPTER III. 



The wondrous scenes I am about to ^-, 
scribe od Tisiting Mount Vesteeius, hare 
been so justly, and so much more forcibly 
delineated by the immortal bard, though 
suggested by another mountain, that jF 
must beg permission to recal thea^ to the-- 
recollection of my classical refers,, 

.:._i^-»" Sed hoisiftds jnxta toatl iBlDB rnifd^ • ■ -• 
It^terda^qne atnm pranuDpit a4 ntbera onbeoi, ■_ . 
Turbine fnmsntem piceo et candente&villlLj 
Attblitapie globos flamm&nim, et siden lambit t 
l iit d 'tftim ' acopnlfw, avnlmqoe viscera ntantisj ' ' ' 
Bii^:cructuia, liquefBCtaqufl saxa sub'Bima ; i 

CVB gemtii,'^!pacrat, foudoque ezastiiBt iifo." ' ; , - 
ViHG. .fiil.3, «71— 477. , 

This burning mountain is on the nde 
of Naples nearly perpendicular, and coin- 
l^ted to be about 1600 feet high. - 

• The iMtefl for the following deseription 
liattdeoo the cfiot, and the only reeoa- 
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OMiidBtion I can gire tlieai, i« that of their 
beii^ a true stetement oi die prinofH^ 
otqectB which struck my attenticHi. HaT- 
ug arrived at the town of Berina, which 
is «t the isot of VeauviuB, we qiutted am 
carriage and mounted on wum. A gmdt 
aoosttpanted eadi of ui, and |H*eniMi^ 
to jHu ascending Vesimus, we crowed « 
IhII .of moderate height, on which u a 
salary habitation occupied hy [an old 
man calling himself a hermit, 'who had 
paMed twenty years of his life on this »e- 
quiestered spot. His dwelling is peculiarly 
aituated, and in no daoger of being de- 
stroyed by the. lava. Here, therefore, be 
remainsj notwithstuidii^ dsie terrific evop* 
lions of the mou^itain. Having provided 
ourselves with some reft^hmeiit, aqft 
written our names in the, book which Uun 
■kodeni hermit presented to ua (aceonili«g 
t) the custom of all traveUera who mtdai 
^s excuiBion) we again mounted wa 
dtokeys and rode for a S^vt handrcdyardi^ 
till the ascent beeoming U» rapid, m 
were obliged to dismount and prooeod oi| 
foot, fi^iwe you reacit the suaunit of Ve* 
anriw, the ladia which cevw the bn««» 
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OB Aem ffur AmoaaMUbiJiMftt nm8% firieA 
by ]riacwg:ifc cmr ttoee vriiee, br'«Bar -Ae 
■diBiainy rook m y^or Tigkt, v^cb .il 
alnott rod hot. A little furdwr od we 
Aioe to a racees ficDnt wfaeiieetflaine«>ia 
gtvwral iaviw fcMrttti and wkere oiw fWUn 
Ivaated soom hreadin a few «iM> M . 
Kehr tb»<wann ^ot |>enMM f*eq*en% 
aletpf in order to iritneea ibe flMoes of 4ftc 
SMantalii iD^e ^o(»n of rnight ■ We hai 
b«ra: neariy an bow in wriTin^ Aus Ahv 
and ibund die Afficnlty •£ tiK sawnt^e^ 
ended, and that &e remainder of>our jMtf'- 
iMy«iver die t(^ ofVenmiiB was nedrljTiM 
a flat! Omwaek bad been T&rykiigiii^', 
aa we were sometimes up to our knees 
in ad>es, and, hating a bad footing', ft«- 
qa^uAy i^id Inck Iw yaivUi togetiberi'lMA 
we now reached liie' Iftva, ai«t procec<d«4 
witfa laucb mrae &J:iltty. Smoke' isfflied 
fBVth frnD evny part of the cinders as Well 
aa firoHl ^e different rocks c»ei^sted wif6 
nlphiir. Proceeding a slM^rt^ diiitsnce Oti 
Ae flit, wc saw large spots itf the moun- 
tain covered with smi^ng sulplmf «fih4 
teM: '4»eaatiftil •rwietf of eoldni^. W)i 
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Iwrae -mom inXkimg oU one C(^]^MN> iHn- 
tun of Hfk, of i mm e na e deptli.' BVery 
now OBd thai w« mef with large rouiid 
iballa of lara, verf heavy, and r c g c MLbM ag 
A thundeAolt. One of (be guides win 
.utaa in front nov hollowing to ns to 
ihasteo our st^, we soon arrived at tBe 
crater or mouth of the volcano, being m 
oTal, the irfwrtest diameter of which fa 
4dM)Ut 100 fatfabrat. How can I ^escrtte 
IBj sensatitoB at that mometit ? We weft 
BO sooner there. before Tolnmes of Bnvsltfc 
|4Hied forA A-om the bosom of the monfl- 
i^; innumerable red-hdt Bfones were 
Jnrled into the air with wonderful fftrce; 
-|tfld the whtrfe was accompanied . by: a 
^l«adfiil craA resonbling tiiundcr. TlK 
abpck was so great that the earth' tnem* 
Jtikdi the fragnaits of red-bot lava Ml on 
a<t«y part around me, find one stmok my 
fr%tad who was dose by my aide. He mm 
ftwtanate hi not reiceiring any material itl 
jury, as some of tiiese fragments woe 
niore. than a hnndred pounds in. weight: 
Th* greater part of the stones retnmed.-ttt 
^ abyss from whience thiey caaM:, iita-' 
qunae.pH^oea of lava, however, were^iofiiteiil 
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Vfi Iqrew; gviil^ atiU 19 a flavin ;tbf9^ 
]i^ . &l)efi just b^r. me. A shower of cin- 
ders Allowed; la|;aiD beheld innumerable 
tnffwaaU of buraing lava in the ur. What 
a lig^t!. How terrifie was the soar, how 
daagermia our situation, how un,cei:lain 
ifhatbcr. iome of us loigjiit. not be. ^tick 
hf these fiery substances !. My miod was 
fiU«d with religious awe. luid admiration at 
thfe scene before me. When these tv^o 
shocks had. ended, the interior of the yol- 
Mua was at &»t euTek^ted with a jtbkk 
amoie i. but. this h^rii^ a little subsided, 
how, j^LhUme was the y'mv. of the blac^ 
s«M>Jtp-e . rocks . sitrroundii^ the ciiiter, 
aiiwog whiQh the contrasted colour of 
tfaifr suKuking sulphur here and there ap* 
{Hiring in great quantities, at^ded mqgh 
tfi llie .gri^odcw: of the ¥^ect Thq aut 
was so strongly impregnated with sqlphofi 
that we breathed with difSculty, and every 
one was.ohVffed to,k^ep bis, handkeyrchief 
to his mtnith.to prevent a continual state 
of coughing. We all desoeuded a Uttte 
way into the interior of the crater ; curio- 
latg led me on. I was full of astonisho 
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meat, UkA tetumiDg to «be top, aat aqrMC 
down- on a rock to cootpDiph^ di«: tttW 
Uiiiity around, t had be«n there only m. 
fev moments, when, on a sudden, mottnt 
ciMh followed more horrible thaa A* 
' fonner. The stones rose iU' tiwusnadij' 
vui some of thera were of immenae uMt' 
A- part of the lava thrown i^ wbji hldcbi 
but that which we saw more immediktol|r 
in the bosom of the Tolcano, formed oM. 
eatire sheet of fire. I continued at As 
btink »f the precipice^ ukl fa«twesD< tim 
^flferent shocks committed my ideas 4» 
paper; for 1 hold thAt "a few words-on 
■4he spot are worth Totnmcs of pcaellaCA 
tioa;" Still I doDbt whether nrjr rOMkc* 
wiH give credit to tbi» namrtion, aad pn>* 
babJy I diould not myself, had I mt 
bttfen an eye-witness of sucbterrificiftagw 
uficence : 

" Chi v& lanUn da la Bua patria, vede '" ' 

Cose da ([ael che'^ cKden loDtMie : 
CkK nannwktlc pci, non M'^rcnd*, ^ J 

B a^mato iM^^wdf). Qe listane } ,.> 

Che'l Tolgo sciocco oon gli vuol dar fede, 
8e non le vede, e tocca chiare e piane!" , 

The roaring commenced «s soM.w.we- 
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fanimft, snd.'ttie dmhdnibff tfaodn -weft 
ivpwrted'efieryflve piiDuteerfttr iJk 4i^aQ«-«f 
«D hoar, eaeh-oae'Bijpmriiig Toore MmtirwM 
Amm the fbrnier. The •dotMls -of wuAe 
4M«e fathered diick around tier Mid' be^ 
tween the bellowisgfi of the inouatain 
ttere 'seeAed a deidiy paluse. The eye 
hwkeil with annidty for the 4aah, th« «ar 
Hstened: attitntivdy to catch the to&r % aud 
^w beotj' white the iBternal storm- was thm 
iMwtriHgt atid' the face of the xiou^Uip 
dhi^ened, trasViolent: pretKntly the crater 
il>hs irradialttd bj the hnrstiftg tttireK^ the 
MtfiffMTmt-byteiTiie lighteifi^'&ad the 
VfryfotndlttHHii of the mouHtam &f^c»red 
sftnkcd by the deafening and incevawt 
peida, «hich bnoke like tremtfndom trtil. 
lc«y aromd. i'liev^r fonndin^aelSaode- 
MeiBtifi i — Rung i L to Mppaw wfiait I fel^ 
tttw, and beard. A shower of_<m4Bn 
nenr iolkmed ; and the iriod bappeoing to 
ehasrge at 'that maauaxt, -reti^ralioa wai 
iMtitt iMre'difictrit than bofMe, and we 
wtre obligedj for a 'short titte, to Iwre 
tiK i^ater. Various writers state, that 
ttbw cinders hav« be«i frequently throvn 
to ilMuit {HBTta of Ae glohe, add that wua^ 
f2 
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have er«it reached E^pt, and occanmed . 
gr«at alarm there. In nMite astonisbmieiit, 
4he loDg^er 1 staid the more sublime clid 
the scene appear ; at some of the most 
severe crashes I was thunder-struck, and 
started back with horror. It is difficult 
to determine the depth of the ab}«s : from 
tte top of the crater, when the wind Car- 
ried off the smoke, we could see 200 feet 
into the interior. 1 occasionally advanoed 
ferther than the guides, but was aooo 
ol^ged to retreat from the showers of 
■toDes and ashes which fell on cTery side. 
When the sbeoks commenced we did not 
kiiow what m^ht succeed, but Temaiaed 
fell of silent: expectation, mixed with sur- 
prise and admiration. 1 could not satisfy 
my curiosity, but climbed up the mountain 
to get different views of the interior of the 
volcano. The footing was there very bad 
and uncertain ; and in the abyss imme- 
diately below, death seemed opening its 
Jaws to receive any ill-fiited spectator. 
Truly terrific was the appearapce of the 
rocks covered with sulphur io . all its y«- 
rif^ted colours, wben the jclouds (^ mafi>\w 
dist^peai^d, and 1^ nothing bst .h»w>t [ 
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and gloom before yoii: Are ibere inrdt 
to describe the effisct produced on:the mind 
on seeing showers of 6re issuing forth from 
the bosom of the earth, and thrown up isto 
the air maiiy hundred yards above you, 
and from an immeasurable depth beldW ? 
1 scarcely knew ori which most to Ax my 
att^tion — the fire,' the roar, or the sm<Ap. 
The horror of every thing around me, the 
dreary and sombre mountains which en- 
compass the crater, the dark volqmes of 
'smoke issuing from it, the red hot stones, 
the burning lava ; these, and a tfaouatai^d 
other objects, brought a terrific picture to 
my imagination:— I fancied I saw before 
tne the entrance into the infernal r^Mw, 
fdl the horror of chaos uid the kingdom 
of dea&. My mind was so impressed 
with such splendor,: thodgh borderh^ on 
the terrific, that I conld witii pttMi<nlar 
satisfaction have Bfuent the remainder of 
the day at the miouth of the abyst ; Imt we 
had already been theresix hours, and it was 
now time to retreat. You see where <tie 
Urata of lava faaVe ran down the ntemitaiti 
intti the sea dnriag diffis-ent irriiptions: 
and al^ obaerre it-here' the villages stood 
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which irere dverthrofrn ; nevr ones wr* 
now built on thie spot where the aiteteiit 
formerly stood. How soon, alas, mxy the 
same cruel fate happen to them ! ! The 
lava consists of a thick fluid substance, 
Which, when condensed by cold, becones 
perfeMly hard And solid. The cinders, 
altliough deep, were still buojant, so tHil 
} descended Vesuvias with the greatest 
^eed, sometimes travelling at the rate lif 
ten or twelve miles an hour, being about 
one hoiir in the ascent, and only a cjuart^ 
of that time in the descent. There is little 
or no danger of falling, the cinders being 
very fine ; during the greater part of tba 
way you meet with no sort of obstacle, amd 
Mtt scarcely^ stop ymir^lf. The day^bad 
be«i delightful , and we were very fortunate 
in onrexcursion,baVing heard these craahei 
were the forerarniers of an eruption, a^ 
that it was only a week since the mouhtiElui 
had b^fan to be diMurbed. "<; 

I must ncft omit to mention, ftati<I 
Mcraded' Vesuvius a'setiond time, and 
siade this cscursion by night. We dtadd 
at the hermitage, on the cold proVisidns 
we bod bronght wftfa lu; and after* 
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If^WrdB'r^fKved, for a. few hours, on Ha 
jlpiwrAble beds which this habitation af- 
^rds. At 12 o'clock we were 90 foot, 
.ne4 again reached the cra,ter of Vesuvius 
ilbout half paat one. The moqn at this 
^Uffiient happened to be cftpc^ed b^- 
^ind the mQi^tttftin ; and the darkaesy flf 
sight being spread, on every ride arouiw) 
IW, peculiarly favoured the appearancf ^f 
^b#i burning yolcanp. The convulfive 
{^pcks cootinned for an hour with fery 
Ift^le intenpiuioD. This was the. rea^fr 
i]^, awful grandeur. The, stones a^d 1^^ 
ypljf itet) fro^ the bosom of th^ m^unt^Hii 
ggwo rose to an epprmous height^ a^ 
loriBRd e^re showers of fire* 

.-i.. Tdftmfi." - J. 

-, . J'^^O'Vh ... 

. . .•' Whiin the tfo^ M bunt uoq^i fivn JM tomin* 
t)ai, and the ycij depths of ^utanu are diacloied 1^ 
laid bate to view." 

■ The amp t^teit was still mor^ t^rri&t 
fjbwi that- which 1 had witDetwd.hore.oa » 
former occasion. Daylight prevents your 
Mong ike extent^of the flame ; but in the 
I^Mm of aig^i,wheni t^ amh cpn- 
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flWhces, the whole mass projected- frcOi 
tMlow, is brightly illumined. Man Ift 
struck dumb with wonder and surpHsetl 
I was quietly seated on a lai^e'frag^n^tit 
of lava during the silence between tbe'df^ 
ferent buFsts, when 1 experienced a fAAskift 
of an earthquake : Hie earth very seosfbij^ 
trembled beneath me. We returned fe 
Naples the nest morning still more de- 
lighted than we had been ^ttb our fbrris^ 
ieJECUr^ioD. I could never look at Vesuvius, 
raing on the opposite ' side of the bay, 
about 8 miles to the ef^t of Naples, Wlth- 
Mit picturing to my imagination the hor- 
rors of the eruption, which, on somefiitnre 
day, might bury tbia gay city, and alt the 
ipunedif^ beauHes, under its burhing 
aidies, a« it did Pompeii wad several otber 
towns. Thtis you see, notwithstanding the 
amay channs of thi^ delighlAl city, it has 
likewi^ its disadvantages ; and occasional 
alarms from earthquakes, cannot fail to 
excite anxiety in a reflecting mmd. 'There 
WW one sligiit shock daring my sta^theK, 
hat hai^ily 1 did not feel it. 

T^ Neapolitans are a >^ idle: racr^ 
pw|^e,- arisingt in^sgreiat decree, from 
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'ths liunriftirt soil uid Ae. heat of tbe^a||i> ^/L 

matt. '. But, what is wonte, the greater KKt • '^ 

part of them are reaiarkably addicted to ''^'^■< 

chicane and utifice, contihually trying^ by ^U 

every meane to, dupe straogers. This it 

^e, character the world gives them; and, 

fi<GWi,my own otwerration, I think tbey deo 

serve it. If you accuse a native of any 

otber part of Italy of endeavouring to 

cjieat.you, he immediately exclaims, " Nm 

€&. paura, non ^ono Napotitano" — " Dott't 

b« afraid, I am not a Neapolitan." The 

women at Naples are in general very. plain. 

Ail that animated ei^uvsaion of fcataru 

vhich prevails among the &ir sex in owre 

temperate climates, fades here very quickly. 

An EngliBbman, before be leaves home, 

does not appreciate his native foir'as be 

ought to do; but, a&ex visiting forngn 

climes, and seeang Ibre^n womeii, witii 

what real pleasure wilL he anticipate the 

time of his once more beholding those of 

luB own ooontry, wtioBe charms are !ao 

justly lamed all over the world. The 

pcFuutenances of the Neapoyttm men an 

rtsiAckable for dieir beauty. -At Ronie, 

aa 1 luve fUr««dy o^s^rvjod, it is;^te-Ae 



rv Google 



Ctmtnay : Ae wonieh are httdrane, hat 
ibje men plain and under size. The peo- 
gle faave all dark complexions; but that 
of the low^r orders is almost the colonr of 
copper. The necessuiee of life are cheap 
in tfiis city for the natives; but all tra- 
vdl^TB are made to pay rery dear for eveiy 
ikmg. Notwithstanding- the heat of the 
Climate, there is but little good vrinfi made 
near Naples. 1 understand, that in no 
country does the vine Brrire at a high» 
■tate of perfection ; but the people, finnn 
tbeir natural indolence, take not the leait 
jaaina during the vintage, and often throtv 
ttems and other rubbish altogether into the 
irine''pre8s. The vines producing the red 
irine, called lacrymte QtrisU, grow in tii'e 
•eigfabourhood of Vesuvius. 
. Religion here seems to be but little re- 
spected. During Lent (which is so stncUy 
observed at Rome) the theatres are all 
open, and the gay world as active as at any 
other time of the year. N^lect of educo* 
tlOB, and laxi^ of morals, are more getieral 
at Naples than in any other part of Italy^ 
Xhe depravity of manners which ustially 
pMvails wherever the French ^y th«r 
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tisita, has 'evidently had a powerfiil iii* 
fluence here. In other cities of Italy, at 
least the forms and ceremonies of religion 
are observed, and the conduct of the in- 
habitants inflaenced by principles of reli- 
gion, or from a desire to stand well witB 
the higher authorities; but the Neapoli- 
tans, in either case, cannot be charged 
with duplicity, for their higher orders 
equally disregard the forms and the prac^ 
tice of all religion whatever. '* 

The beggars here are more numerous 
and more annoying than in any other cifrf 
in Europe : and, if you do not relieve them, 
tiiey are always insolent. In the streets 
you are frequently attacked by these people 
under a curious garb. I refer to a number 
of miserable females, whose faces are co- 
vered with a black veil, and who absolutely 
Vill not take a refusal, but continue fol- 
lowing you till you are at last obliged to 
give a trifle in order to get rid of them. 
They likewise fill the coflFee-houses, whicft 
is a nuisance I never observed any where 
else. The immense number of these ob- 
jects of depravity and pover^ which lit 
every moment presented them^lves to my 
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eyei ID this city/ and the sturdy insoleliAe 
of their maDQers, ledkneone solitary even- 
ing ,to the following reflections respecting 
mendicity in different parts of Europe. 
. The excessive drawbacks which every 
traveller must experience from his plea- 
lures, or even comforts, on visiting the 
south of Europe, (let him start irom the 
lock of Lisbon and proceed through every 
part of Spain, France, and Italy) : the 
wretchedness and beggary which present 
themselves in every town, village, house, 
and even apartment, through all these 
christian catholic countries, can only be 
appreciated by those who witness such 
scenes. We in England become familiar 
to pictures of real and fictitious misery, 
particularly in our large towns, wherein 
the perseverance and industry of the acton 
in this profession of begging, have made 
no inconsiderable progress. We may, in 
consequence, think ourselves prepared for 
•cenes of this description in foreign couo- 
tries. If, however, an English traveller has 
not the feeling of philanthropy consider- 
ably blunted ; and, in particular, if the be- 
nevolence of the softer sex shoidd not be 
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watOK ibrtified agaimit such i^peals, than I 
am willing to expect, I would advise them 
to stay at bome, or at least not deceive them- 
selves with the expectation, that they will 
derive uninterrupted scenes of amusement 
and pleasure in their travels. In Spain aad 
Portugal human misery and mendicity are 
fxrtainly on a more extended scale than in 
France or Italy ; but with this difference, 
that in the latter countries this profession 
is more matured and refined than in the 
former, where they content themselves 
with quietly exhibiting disease of the most 
horrible description on the road side, in 
the corners of streets, and at the gates of 
inns, begging the Almighty, or some fa-r 
Tourite siunt, to inspire you with charity. 
Vagabond monks, disabled soldiers, an<| 
tho^ bom and educated in beggary, make 
no scruple to enter your apartments whilst 
at dinner or supper, shut the door, aad, 
with apparent htunility, persevere in their 
petition until it is granted. I ^as once in 
company with a young Englishman at ^ 
poet town in the north of Spain, who, 
^wi^ having coiuida^ his house to be 
fais caide, lost his temper* an4 in Bopie 
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dflgree* lib ifp«tite, nn tpcfa4vM^A«n 
ft friar, wh» came in aMi stood at ourteUs 
4«FiDg the middle of mpfer. My frwii 
friTOre in -good English, roariBg* for the lUaU 
IdM and waiter to turn out the mendicairtt 
but to me Mich Tistta were not novel ; and 
1 always found a very small pittance ^ 
tid irf'tbeinfruder. As soon as our viatn 
iNlked off, I jocosely told my companiMi 
tiiat the padre on d^mrting, said, he woidd 
t»^ again in lialf an hour. This imagiBapr 
pifece of insolence so increased the initatiMt 
of my friend, as completdy to ovnwetiH 
ooinpoBure as if^l ae appetite ; so that I 
WU left without oseistance in finiahisfr A*. 
d&;, he supplying the Atlicsalt, hy his dit* 
sertation on bad police, heggVry, tbierii^ 
ita& robbery I 

; bi France and IttUy the heggam pQ§* 
teas a snpcrtor polish and persevenaaofti 
Mod' it may be deemed, an established 
jBQAxim among them, that a refusal is'iivt 
ap answer. At post houseg and temw 
where yen pass through, they are am r» 
gular in attendance at the daor as «h» 
l^dlord or waiter, andt^acetbcmMlmitt 
ponUiofis to-cattfa.the^e, turn wilicb-iMr^ 
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fmitiSii ttAkiag a nvnotbnoM IUk IHsi 
todlrtatit B^artn- ef bees, if- you ifaiit ^tww 
a^«»,ortibe window^blndH of ^onr oartfiagiCi 
yMi Tcdimtinrilj falecone a kind of stste ^li* 
tana; and of oouihe ape d^hred of Sci^tog 
tiw:phK» or its inhabitants ; bat this wlB 
oMalvayB secure jaa from their importii* 
BiliM, fWI teve found itoccury Ant ^c^ 
wkU openr tin door of the carriage, and 
pyneiit suoh-a countenance of real or fic«' 
tMeait misery, that I brieve few traT«Ren 
ftmevtse in wfaatererresehrtions'they have 
fww ud uader sncfa unequal cMiteatB-; at' 
Itatf, I kpow, that whoerer wishfesto opn* 
Mit kit bMlth or eslse, had better ntft entar 
the lists w^fa Bucb oppoBents. In U»gt 
oilidiioncoming'out'of onebouse, yousrc 
fiuriy hunted, till you get ista anotkerr 
A» ifratemity, hoireter, ajjpear to ba^e 
Mi pMBt of etid^ette, th^ onlj^ one btmttt 
fm »t a time; but before you tare out tff 
dght of the former beggar whom yon hay« 
vriincd, ym aft considdred Mr galnfl feir 
ibo rest of the pack. Woe be to thote 
<iriw go o«t sk^prng wkh. a Jady ondtf 
tiMirannt ftridMy haW' not the shadow df 
chaiiM of'csehpet if ykm flyt^a-bowe; 
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tfefey "Will retnaiti, OEiMems of' patinwej 
wat(;liing your «xit. They be»^;« ytm «l 
Hw door, and use iiich ingeiHODs sppttiB 
of flattery to excite your dutrity, m seldiMB 
fidl of saccem ; but riranld diHq)p(HiitatQiil 
occur, they often add insult, abase, aai 
threats, for faftTing so unsrvculingly lost m 
muth of their precious time. In FVame 
Ae national politeste is as remarkaUe in 
Ais as in CTery otiia* order of soctetfi 
" Bon jour, ckarmante madame et atamMt 
titotuieur," (said a beg<g«r io -nw, as I ww 
one day walking in the street vidi a lady) 
**U y d long-terns queje n'aipiia eu l^hmt' 
new de vous voir." . On our entraing <M 
shop of the paHsaer, she conliHaed, " M 
lijous attend i ia parte avec pmieucv .•" 4f« 
replied, "7/ est inutile, raus tycoons rim 
d voui doimer." On leaving- U8,^e old W9* 
man added,' witb the most peiifetft non^tmt 
lance, and apparent philosophy, " AtUmfs 
fd serh pour un' autre Jour:" Men of (»> ■ 
lents have precedence in this asyreS aa in 
all other professions ; and a decrepit ba%i 
lame leg, or a woe-begott«n faoe, are -in 
the same deg^des of promtMJM),' asailMwrf' 
some footman is for a lady's <rfnrki^ «r a 
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|tre% 1^1 for an op&A (faoeer ; Md ike 
eostoue for tlie garb of misery is as oor- 
rectiy stteaied to. There is no danger in 
tftese countribs of wanting a succession; 
tfaeyu^ bom beggars, educated begfj^^ra, 
ted continue beggars, from one generation 
•fe another. They live tempertttely, and 
do not run so mudi risk of starving, as is 
the case witt our improvident poor in Eng* 
land^ The catholic religion also in no 
anall degree tends to support poverty and 
idkness, as thousands every day are sure 
ofiB meal of MHuesort or other at the doom 
of the conveato and religioua houspa 
V^se scenes of njissry every day present* 
tog themselves, have been the subject of 
Baif redeetioas during many a solitary even- 
ing in my di&rent rambles through Eu- 
tope. If such extensive wretchedqess and 
potreriy in different countries' arise irom a 
wantofetKottr^ementto industry^or from 
the jUegleel OF i^preseion of the respectivt 
gHvermaeHih *» & au^eet I shall not on 
Aw oocaslon discuss. With all this, how- 
ever, I have my doubts, wl^ther real dis- 
tMw, ^ropGiFti«mate to the number of inha- 
bttants, doles net prevail in £n|^and an^ 
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Inland, at least as much as in the oth^r 
parts of Europe. Such a foet must excite 
much surprise in the miads of foreigners, 
.when they are informed that in this coui^- 
try provision is made for the maintenaQqe 
of the poor, which is now said .to amount ■ 
annually to the sum of nine millions sterr, 
ling ! ! This very circumstance may be con- 
sidered one of the causes of its extending 
existence ; thus a charity, which, ^vhen 
established aOO years si nee, proceeded frtfOB 
the humanity and benevolence of, govera- 
ment,^ becomes, in a manner, an encou- 
rag^nent or premium for idleness . and 
improvidence. We may also add to this 
fund the innumerable. private and public 
establishments of hi^pitals, alms-houses, 
&c. for their relief, as well as the,constfiiit 
subscriptions which, in , every part of the 
kingdom, are collected on every occasion ^ 
distress, making many millions more ; aod 
in this are not include the sums daily re- 
c^ved, or stolen, by street beggars who go 
from door to door. This latt^ description 
- of vagabonds practise every art which hu- 
man invention ia capable of, to excite the , 
prevailing philanthropy of this cmi^iy: 
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We have H in evidence before a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, that out 
of 400comihon beggars in London, there 
i»re not above fifty who are incapable of 
getting a livelihood by work. But idle- 
ness is obviously a much better pursuit ; 
as it came out also in evidence, that it is 
coiisidered a bad day's work, if they do not 
get 2^. Qd. per day, and that others get 
6s, 6(f. a day, and with a lost limb, and 
plenty of rags, 7s. a day. Well known cha- 
racters are obliged to change their dress 
two or three times a day, and they borrow 
infants iirom the poor, to excite compas- 
sion. An unhealthy child usually receives 
ftom Is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. a day. In proof of 
the existence of this nefarious traffic, it 
wan ' stated, on the same authority, that 
there are majiy public-houses in London 
for the resort of beggars, where they sup 
ftom 1 to 200 every evening. They eat 
nO broken victuals, and their usual ex- 
penses are from 25. to 2^. 6d. each. Gin- 
shops might here be moitioned as power- 
fully operatiBg to increase the disease, 
mendicity, and immorality, of our lower 
g2 
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orders, l^rom these bot-beife for de- 
pravity and misery the inhabitaats of 
Bonthem climate are happily fi%e. 

In Ireland, 1 believe the Tagt crowds o£ 
miserable mendicants which appear in &U 
parte of (hat country, are worse clothed, 
worse fed, and wtNTse housed, than in aigr 
otho* part of the civilized world. For this 
opanton we bave the authority o{ an Irish 
judge, in his memorable address to. a 
grand jury; in which he states, " I wish 
the Irish peasant had at least the eranforts 
of an English sow, for an English farmer 
would reflise to eat the flesh of a bog, so 
lodged and fed as an Irish peasant is ! !" 

' The good people of Naples are etiS 
je^ous of their neighbours, tiie Messi-i 
nians, because their city is not y^t under 
the patronage of the Virgin Mary, who 
«Tete a letter to ^em, dated "Jerut 
salem, 3d June," wherein she takes their 
city under her divine protection. The 
wiginal is unfortunately lost, but a copy k 
still preserved in tiieir catiiedral, of wbidi 
even &e envious inhaiHtaats of Ni^iles 
dare not dispute Ae authentiafy.. Benca 
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(be fiestival "La Virgine delUi lettera" o»- 
lebrated by walking, singing, and in burn- 
mg wax candles, vliicfa Uat ceremony, 
above all others, forms tiie essence of ca- 
tbc^ic solemnity. A strict Romao casAolic 
loogs as impatiendy for the festival df St> 
Siiaire, or St. Croix, or Sta. Veronica, as 
a scbool-boy in England does fyt the re- 
presentation of Punch and the devil, mmi 
there is, moreover, generally as much mi- 
micry at one force as at the other. 

T^ere are no less than 30,000 iAzanuu 
at Naplra, whose principal occupation 
seems similar to'that of ourporters. in 
this warm climate they are content whfi 
being very thinly clad, and go about with* 
out shoes m- stockings; They live on a 
moderate degree of food, and use no i^- 
rftuous liquors, sleeping all (he year round 
in the open air, or under the porches of 
churches and palaces. There is among 
ihem a strong esprit de carps, which keeps 
them united in one body, and tbeir charac- 
ter being that of determined 'Tcioliition, 
makes them f<6Tmidable to tber govern mentj 
w)iich' finds it for its interest to keep on 
good.terms with them. They formerly la- 
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boured under tbe imputation of being ad* 
dieted to assassination for hire ; if this were 
ever true, I am well informed it is not m> 
at present. 

The police of this city is now very ad- 
mirable, (the article mendicity only ex- 
cepted) so that at eleven o'clock at night 
the streets are nearly as quiet as thoee of 
a retired country town. 

All tbe Neapolitans, from the higheat 
to the lowest orders of society, are re- 
markably fond of macaroni. The latter 
live so entirely upon it, as scarcely ever to 
-touch meat ; but you will observe the 
Lazaroni especially, eating it in the streets, 
where it is to be bought ready dressed all 
the day long. They reminded me of a 
crow devouring an earthworm, for they 
take hold of it with their fingers, and fre- 
quently before it reaches their motitfas, 
you will see a whole yard of smoking mn- 
caroni in the air < What a bonne bouche ! 
ok che boccohe ! 

I occasionally here experienced the Sci- 
focco wiqd, which is heated by the sands 
of Africa, over which it passes, and brings 
with it black and noxious vapours, equally 
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deatructive of animal ant] vegetable life, 
and in no small degree injurious to the 
buildings Which it visits. 

Of the kingdom of Naples, so eminently 
conspicuous among all the countries of the 
world, for its delightful climate, for the fer- 
tili^ of its soil, and tlie grandeur of its 
scenes, I shall take leave, in the words of 
the no less beautiful and eminent poet, 

*' Salve magna parens fimgnm JSatarnia tellnsf 
U»gna Tinun. — " 
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CHAPTER IV. 



We )e£t this delightful cjty wkh regvet« 
after a residence of near three months, 
during wiiidi tiie grei^r part of our time 
Uad been occufHed, either in exploring the 
remains of antiquity, or in contemplating 
the beauties of nature. 

We returned to Rome, and after re- 
Tisiting the Pantheon, the Coliseum, St. 
Peter's, and mway other favourite object), 
proceeded towards Florence, by the road . 
which passes through Perrugia. The 
first night we slept at Nani, near which 
town are the ruins of a Roman bridge, de-^ 
dicated to Augustus. From the Testes 
remaining, I should judge that it -^tnuift 
have been among the most superb struc- 
tures of this description in Italy. It bad 
tiwiee arches, and the centre one was e{ an 
enormous size. 
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From bcDce we we»t to T-erm.lhi^ ^ ^. 
country from Rome, until you appmach ^Sy. 4./^ 
Tenii,'is not Tery striking, but it afler- ^^5 

wards chsnges, and the scenery becomes 
beaatiftil}y romantic. Yon croi» a chain 
of the Apennines, vbicfa rise al^nptfy 
from their bate, and are entirely covered 
with verdure. Amongst the great variety 
of rrergreeiM, the ilex and laurel are par* 
tieularly luxuriant. 

The ci^ of Temi is of remote antiqai^, 
and situated in a most luxurimt vallcgr, 
wat»«d by the river Nera, but the ruins 
of the theati^, and other antiquities^ be- 
came olgects of leK cunoaity to me, aftor 
those I had lately quitted ; proceeding, 
tberefore, towards Spoletto, the road pre- 
8ented,-at every turn, some pleasingor ro- 
mantjc view. In some places the waters 
were seen to shine among the branches of 
the distant trees ; in others, to glide with 
a noisy eottrae betwem ad^ning hills) 
and thus continued to vaiy their appear- 
ance, until they became almnrt stationarf 
to the eight. 

The oaMades, (called dtUe mormon) 
about four miles from Term, are eonH-> 
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(hired to be amoa^ the fioeBt id Europe. 
These fiUls of Ae riTer Evelino conBiBt of 
seTeral immenae bodies of water, which, 
after runnii^f with the greatest impetuoHty 
to the brink of a high rock, precipitate 
tfaemaelTes for a distance of upwards of 
SOOieet, with a thundering noise, into the 
river Nera, the bosom of which is entirely 
hidden from one's sight, by the volumes of 
i^ray, like smoke, forming a thick cloud 
in the air. These beautiful lines of the 
poet seemed to describe the scene, 

" la one impctmas torrent down the ateep 
It thundering whoota, and shakes the country ronodj 
At first KD azure sheet, it rushes broad : 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it falU, 
And from the loud resounding rocks below 
~ Duh'd in a cloud of foam, it KDda aloft 
A hoary miit, and (onaa a ceaseless shower." 

. The stream, now joined to the waters of 
the Nera, runs foaming down the valley. 
The mountains around are finely clothed 
with olive-trees and other evergreens, and 
die coup tCeeit is more picturesque than 
language can find words to express. How 
contrasted are such beauties of nature to 
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tiKwe of art ! how delightful was tbe sc«te 
before me ! I could have rested day after 
day with renewed pleasure on the rock» 
below, dwelling on such exquisite scenevy 
as offers itself in every direction at the Mh 
of Temi : the impression of this spot will 
never depart from my memory — ^such a 
cmnbination of beauty and sublimity I 
ilever before witnessed! 

Proceeding on our journey, we halted 
at SpoUtto, where tbere is a lai^ aque« 
duct and bridge deserving of attention, a 
triumphal arch, called " the arch of Dru- 
aus/' and a gate named Porta fiiga, so 
called •'from a repulse which Hannibal ex- 
perienced in besieging this town. 

The castle of Spoletto stands in a com- 
manding situatimi, and in its .environs a 
number of conventB and villas are charm- 
ingly scattered about the -mountaias. In 
roads like these, it is by no means 
uncommon to see immense pine-trees, 
dislodged \r^ the winter tempests, not 
only block up the patii, but itxm bridges 
across the torrent, and from which roaA 
it is hardly possible to look down without 
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ffMaoem and ^ead mfan tiK. d^tbi be* 
hnr. Id aneli situfttiDBB, many awfel anA 
HuUime stupes might be made by an 
aitiet of a bold and romaiitic tum of 
■limJ, like a Clau4e Lenaine, or JSalvalq^ 
Rom. 

From SfMfetto to Pemgia you paM 
tbroi^h an extettshre plain in a bij^ itate 
of cultivation, corered with com, Tinn,.- 
and avarie^ of fruitt^rees. This part of 
tbe -ApeimiDes oecanon^ly offers most 
charming points of riew, and the rich Tal- 
}ey8 beneath,, produce in abundance, all Ae 
Bec««iariea of 1^. The land is highly 
cuttivated, and all inanmiate natnnefl^-. 
rishes — man mly di^ei»i?ate8. The na-r 
ti<re8 appear a moat nriferabte and indo- 
lent set of people ; a ponrerfiil turn, ub" 
aided by the e£fbrts of human b^ngs, pro- 
duces all the del^fatfiilscenies we contem- 
plate. 

Near Perragia is the lake of that 
name, from twenty to Ihirly miles in 
eiccamference. It hw three islands, mkI 
ill bordem are heautifidly cmnvd wiA 
wood. 
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...Pirmgie, atadeaHiy taUed-Ptraf^ Ait- 
{^Btta, fimn Aitgnsksn, who rebuilt -it, i» A 
&rtified 0%- of gr&at aottqnity, and, IHte 
maay otho' .^aces .in this De^bboor- 
boodi finely i>ifuated mi && sammit of a 
mountain. It is one of the most tooju- 
deraible eities of the. papal territory, with a 
itu^ cathedrt^, university, bell of justice, 
aod fountain^ wbieh, bowever, will oot 
long;i»ecupy the traveller's attention. 

The gate wiuch ydU' enter, on coming 
fiofa RQsoe, is very^adcient, aod'hand- 
tMinely.oni&ineBted'ia bassa rdievio. 

In the principcU street are two siuall 
ebj^teliiaitirely feinted in fresco by Piettfo 
PemigiDO, and bia .pnial Rapfaael. One 
4if Ae paiintiaga represents six-BiimMi phi- 
httDpberB,>aiietlwr;a like nuuber 6f,irar<- 
don, a third tibebil^ of our Sarioary a 
iaurtfa. that of John the Baptist, and the 
last his decaplMtion. The unateur af the 
wiitii{|ue style will Juve a great treat in £X- 
aiAiaing.^ese paintings: .bow admirabte 
will be find: the expreamon of (bediflbfeat 
caunlenaacfls, arid .what a briUiaMcy. in'idl 
tiffi colours ! . 
•.: CMBuaiiding, as this^Hy does firam its 
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situation, the most luxuriaot and delight- 
ful scenery, it howcTer excites an impres- 
sion of gloom and dulness, 6rom the in- 
tolerable number of churches, and con- 
vents, particularly of the latter buildings, 
which it contains. 

In the church of St. Peter, belonging to 
one of these convents, are several fine 
p^ntings by Perrugino, and one by Anni- 
bale Carracci ; but the best have been car- 
ried off by the rapacious enemy. 

Making but a short stay at Perrugia, we 
reached the small town of Arezzo, after 
having left the papal territory, and entered 
that of Tuscany, governed by the grand 
duke of that province. 

The country from ^ence to Florence ii 
kept, by the tributary streams to the Amo, 
in a constant state of irrigation, becoming 
thereby one continued garden, rich in all 
the productions of the earth. 

Florence, the capital of Tuscany, and the 
general residence of the Grand Duke, 
is delightfully situated on the. banks oi 
the Amo, in the vicinity of mountains 
contiguous to the Apennines. The fertility 
and abundance of the soil, and the delicious 
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fiomess of the climate for nuie modtha 
in the year, are not excelled in Europe, 
aad give this city a decided preference 
to Pisa, Naples, or any other parts of Italy, 
for a residence. I understand, howerer, 
that from the month of October to January, 
during; the rainy season, the exhalations 
from the eafUi are stagnant, moist, and 
oppressive, extremely pernicious tq the in- 
habitants,. and fatal for invalids. 

There are said to be one hundred and 
fifty churches and seventeen public square^f 
in this city, which, notwithstanding it has 
been so. plundered by the inyaders of Italy^ 
still contains. upwards of 75,000 inhabit- 
ants, and a great number of roost inten^t- 
ing specimens of the fine arts, all of which 
(but especially that of sculpture) have long 
flourished here. . 

.In the palaces you will observe the finest 
collections of paintings and statues, whilst 
the style of the buildiqgs is rich and mag- 
oificent ; althougb, in the latter respect, 
they are not tQ be compared with those at 
Genoa. 

I first Tisited the Pitti Paiace, which is 
tiie residence of the aorereign, and has 
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trUty a most majestic iqipearance. Tins 
palace, both from its immense extent and 
die beauty of its architectnre, is one of the 
6hest in Italy. It is entirely of stone, of 
the rustic order, and supported by Doric, 
Ionic, and Corinthian pillims. Its int^or 
is superbly furnished vitb a profusion of 
tables and other ornaments, made of ex- 
quisite mosaic, for which Florence I»s been 
long celebrated. It is composed of agates, . 
lapis lazula, crystal, jasper, and other pre- 
cious stones, which dazzle the eyes of the 
spectator, from their superior richness and 
splendor. The Pitti palace encloses a va- 
luable collectionOf statues and paintings^ 
UnongfA the'latter, that of the Virgin and 
infent JesuB is the best, and considcNred t^ 
be almost thech^ ttceiofre of ihe immortal 
Carlo Dolce. What angelic features, whal 
tender affection a>e expressed in the coun< 
tenonce of the mother, and what snvet 
innocence in' that ofthe child ! ! The hair 
of the former is platted in elegant treasea, 
and a black veil carelessly throm over>tr 
busont. I ahio noticed, yiit^ much inteiai^ 
aimy of tjK finest productioDs of Rub«a4) 
Titiwi, and Guido. 
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' CoDtigtiotis to the pidace is. the garden 
-fitiboli, of considerable extent and elera- 
tion.; The surprising luxuriance of the 
^press,! the ilex, and a variety of other 
tretsfmd shrubs, afiSirds a delightful shade 
•during, the BUpuner ; and the numerous 
^fouutaius, ornamented with ' statues, and 
^ much the taste in'this country, produce 
tm agiieeable freshness in the atmosphere* 
■ I .will now endeavour, to describe thA 
gftlteiy of Florence; which! wais built by ihe 
Gralld puke Cosmo 1., in 1564, and is at 
lea8t'5Qp feet:1dng ; and, for its collection 
of paintings and statues, ranks, tunongst 
the first in Europe. The suhject is a very 
extensive one, and the task' not easy. I 
int^ndi therefore, merely to describe the 
prin^p^l objfiCts, and omit the minor 6n^ 
tur being too ntimerous to come within the 
fjfq^utss of my work,. which; as 1 said-be- 
forC) is not intMided to be a guide to- the dif- 
ferent galleri^* They have assembled the 
most }H%cicHis pftrt of this noble coUectim 
in a circular room, called the Trifonnal. 
Puring the time I was at Florence, it 
^ad' been robbed of that unique piece of 

k VOL. II. H 
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aculptnre, Ae Venus tie Medicit : iMrt, by 
Ihe skill of the great Canova, another 
-VaiUB has taken her place, which it is mf 
duty to describe^ It is preferred by Mwnjr 
to the first statnes of antiquity. The ftt^ 
tures are sweet, delicate, and chanuin^: 
thfr drapery bangs with peculiar eleguioe, 
and, after coverings tbe right' side, leaves 
the teftt and the greater part of the bosom, 
c^n to the view. Her body bends a iittle 
for\rard, and she is heedlessly looking 
round. This attitude seems to indicate 
surprise, but her montfa, with an encbaid* 
iI^f smile, 

" Con «B riso 

Da for ioamonr un luni' aciTH^io, 
OMiTinces us that she is j^e^ed at being^ 
admired. What beau^ in her coaa^ 
tensnce! what symmetry in every limbl 
The legs and feet, especially, are caM Id 
nature's finest mould. The whole is ID»* 
desty itself, and cannot but be admiretl, 
«vcn by the most i^nical observer. 
• - Next comes the Fawn, dwttrang ; a spe- 
dmen of -the best age of ancient aculptstfe. 
He is entirely naked ; inaHhisIimbstbere 
■ • -' 4 
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ill 1^- gretAcat Itarmonyi coallHn«d wf A 
wcHMlerful animfttion. It is attributed to 
F^aaiteles, mtbont, however, any c«rtiiiti 
proctf. He is phtying on a kisd of cymbsl, 
wkI gaiety is .nurked id every featnre. 
Hov trnly natural is this expression ! how 
happy he seems to be! His langhter ii 
witme itself. The fawa pleased me more 
tban any other specimen of- Grecian irta- 
tuary I had ever seen : it is animated 
marble ! 

The Rotator (whetter) is Miotber oele- 
Wated idaitae. He has got, in Ua left 
haikl, a knife, which is resting on a atone; 
bis body is also naked, and' he is leaning 
forward — in &ct hisr head is turned round, 
-s»that bis- attention is neither directedto 
faw -oce^aiion of .sharpening the knife, or 
to tiw ^ne. All his features indtcirfe tHie 
Utnost vacaney of mind.. Degraded na- 
taiE and the uncultivated anderstanding of 
a laboBring riave, ere stroi^ly delineated 
incvery4ineef falscounteiMiice. Tbelit^ 

. Aj^sttoisdeeaiel to:beoneef&emo«t va- 
loaJbleaBtuiiiie stataes in existence. That 
ef'ithei Apollo- BelTtdere (say» a oslat- 

Vbnted astiftl oStrs the perfect idea of the 
h2 
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eublime Blyle ; and that of the little A^llo 
at Florence, of ^cefulbess and bea«^; 
it is certainly the most exquisite model of 
el^^nce. Notwitfastanding we are looking' 
at marble, tlie skin appears soft aqd ide* 
Ucate; his position aiid the exactdess of 
the design are inexpressible. The "head nd 
rery handsome, and the apif>earanbe «f 'the- 
wbole most captivating: it is of Pariut 
mftrble. . The Wrestlers are a fatill more 
famous groap. How finely force as well 
as the swelling of erery muscle are liere 
(lelineated! The conqueror seems to be 
asking ai^laiise for the victory which 
be' has obtained ; whilst the TanquiEJheil, 
jM^ssed by the vigbroua arm, and the 
Ktagfat of his victorious adversary's bodf, 
is looking on the ground with a sorrowlbl 
eye, ftnd shewing, by the convulsive move- 
ments of his fece, his rage mixed witli 
despair. The precision and inteliig^Kft 
in the anatomy of the whole of this group 
are really wonderful. These Grecian sbU 
tues are some of the most precious renlailB 
of antiquity to be found in Italy, or dse- 
wfaere ; and no one can behold them vndi^ 
out iexp«rieacing a most Itvelysisu^oii'of « 
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nirprise and admiratioQ. The collection 
of paintings in the Tribunal is worthy of 
being kept in the same room with these 
d^ louvres of sculpture. There are 
a^eral by Raphael, as well aa by all 
die, other first masters. You here ob- 
serve the progress of the great Raphftel's 
style« One of his paintings represents the 
Virgin, with a book in her hand, and the 
infiAit Jesus playing with St. John; apd, 
anethjer, still:finer, the Virgin sitting dowit, 
wiUitlieinfiint embracing her. . AVhatsim-t 
lltibi^'and inqoeencedoyou.reni^fk in the 
fiweoftbelatffer ! .what love, what qiqtjherly. 
sfibotion in that of the Virgin ! and, with 
all these beaiities coittbined, how interoit- 
ii^. is Uie sulg'ectn In the picture by 
Leonardo da Vinci, of Herodias recei;ri|ig 
the head of John.the Baptjst,;y$)u will ob- 
atrve a true representation of taature. The 
mui'who is-faoldiag the Jiea^, streaming; 
with bl«>od> . seems absQlui^ly speaking. 
Two V^usec, by}Tit;ian.~The best, offers 
t«ypiir:Tiewa.l(tyely:^oniaii, withat^anch 
of JB^wers ' w .her ha^, whose; lo^k is full 
oftbetendei:pa0$ioi|. Inever before sai^^ 
on ;«aav»i4, 'a, rnqxe . eochantiqg fepiale 
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^iire. The beauty of her features, titit 
love expressed Id her i^ance, the cbarii 
of her attitude, (for she is gently recHaing 
on a couch) are truly seductive. Id this 
paintiug the artist is said to have paid fait 
wife the compliment of making her pe« 
sonate a naked Venus. St. Peter, by 
Carlo Dolce ; what an expresaioh cf an- 
guish is there in that face 1 bow natund 
are those tears which really appear rcdlmg 
down his cheeks ! St. John in the desert, 
byRaphael/in which the excellence and 
spirit of*the colouring attracts the attention 
at first sight. A Bacchanal, by Rubene. 
Old Silenu's in the comer is quite over- 
come by wine ; Cupid is detaining AdoMM 
miicfa against his will, whilst the Graces 
are discovering Venus to him. Etivy, iA 
the meantime, is teasing Adonis, and some 
little loves, dancing around, complete the 
interesting picture. *■ 

- This collection of paintings is immeuM 
both in siz<e and value. It would take 8«me 
weeks to exaiiiine with attrition suchtrc*' 
sures from all the difiifrent'sc^ools of p^t> 
ing, both ancient and modem. 

One room contains H^ fiuuous Henna- 
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pbroidite, m antiqae statue of white tnar- 
IMIe» recumbent on a lion's skin. It bag 
^ iace and neck of a woman. I nuist 
paly observe that the attitude and counter 
wuice of this statue are most interesting') 
wd the formation of the male and female 
body, symmetry itself; but a description 
0f so monstrous a beinj;, would ,excitc 
nore disgust than pleasure. lo .the .same 
liMim is a basso relievo of a traveller rest* 
Jag on his staff; he seems quite exhausted 
with fiitigue, the poor man can walk tw 
fiutiier. . It really excites involuntary feel- 
in|^ of sympathy and humanity. I must 
not omit to mention the Magdalene, by 
.C Doke, wluch I looked at for half an 
^tbur, without heiag able to fix my eyes 
jpn aii|r other.object. How lovely is this 
dkl^dalene, bow ai^lic her cduntenance, 
im^ enchanting' her eyes, how beantifiil 
ber long auburn hair t She is holding an 
■otabaster box, and at the same time look- 
ing op to beaTetr full of admiration at the 
I>city. What, peculiar softness and Imr- ' 
-Stony do w«,alwayB£nd in the style of this 
excellent Bsntfter I 
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The last paiitting in th» room to bfltio^ 
is a ridieulous caricatore of a moDkejc bn 
a man's head. I neied not say what be ii 
about, but merely, that with the greater 
gravity of countenance, he is Vety. idti^ 
'on his interesting oconpation. The maft 
is laughing heartily'at tbe 'whimsical idea',, 
and Uie painting is by Annibale Carracci: 

The principal gallery cotatains such a 
collection of the woiIes of the most tmi- 
nent masters, and snch a yaxiety of sijtbt 
jects, that were I even to confine mysdfto 
tbe djescriptioD of those only which merit 
particular attention, I sbonld tire my- 
readers. In this gallery, as well as in 
most others, it may not be easy to decide, if 
leelings of pleasure, or wounded modesty, 
are most predominant, in contemplating 
many of the subjects. One of those to 
which the attention of the viutor is b&K 
directed, is a painting of Uie marria^ 
couch. The bride is expressing the sweet- 
est smile to the object of-her a&ctiouj ^d 
the mother and nurse. are whispering'^- 
couragement mixed with pi^, at the 'ti- 
midity of their beautiful darling. Biit how 
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txa' We fto '*n^ tleBcnbe AiB paintkig'ai 
in Scott's ttiird Cattto of the Lady of the 
Lake, whi£h intrbda'ces a'bride, 

' "Wkoseifewacasteye andchedcdisdDse 
Hie ttar and bliuh of moTBtaig roM. 
Ilie gallant brideg)room by ber side 
Beheld hia prize with victor's pride. 
And the glad mother in her ear 
Was closely whispering word of cheer." 

There is a- wonderful expression in tAl 
their faces, and the painting describes in 
striking colours a true picture of life. 

Another room,' adjoining to the gallery, 
is called the theatre 'of Niobe, because tt 
contains the: tragic Bcetie'of'the'unhappy 
fomily of Niobe. This celebrated group is 
cbmposed'of sixteen Grecian staiues which 
represent the father, mother, and children, 
all in the deepest distress, ^he mother i* 
^thout doubt the finest, and is considered 
to be an exquisite specimen of ancient 
sculpture. The drapery is excellent, and 
tile expression of the countenance sublime. 
«Vniat grief, what cufting anguish are here 
depicted ! You really feel for her misfor* 
tphes; the youngest daughter is taking 
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rtiage in the arme of btr moHier, vtho m 
her tarn, endesrours to cover the Httie ift^ 
nocent with her long robe. Thereitofthe 
children are escaping in rarious ways, and 
in each iace, difltrew of mind is beautifillly 
shewn. These statues are larger than life, 
and represent Niobe and her children 
in the expectation of immediate death, 
flbm the arrows of Diana. The best 
judges are of opinion, that this group fbr- 
nishefl the finest specimen Af simplicl^ 
afid sublimity combined that has ever beea 
produced. It is generally attributed Ut 
I^uxJteles, though some confer that hiMioUr 
on Scopas'. At the two ends of this jdef 
gant room are two paintings, by Ruben*; 
the one, of the battle of Ypres, and Ac 
other, of the entrance of Henry IV. into 
Paris, both of which are executed with tiie 
greatest spirit. 

' Amongst the statues in bron2e, that ^ 
]>(ercury, by John of Bolt^na, first en» 
gages the attention. The god is truly ia 
the air. What suavity in his figure, wbt^ ' 
beatity in his expi^toitm ! ! T^is ia % 
p^iece of workmanship univo^ally admired. 
The idea. i» extiieiDely boM. Mo'cuiy 
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k QDwing ont of the mon^ of Bctbh*. 
tbe jiorth wiod. How elegttit, how fiiU 
of symmetry is his figure ; one haod ia 
lifted lowar^ heaven. This bronie statue 
is about four feet high, and allowed to be 
one oS the finest in existence. Here also 
il a copy of the ext%llent gproup of Lao^ 
oooD, and a moat enchanting Venus, who 
it bending forward, and appears greasy 
alarmed at the idea of being seen in a 
Mtate of nndi^ ! 

. .lalso noticed a statue of Cupid,-whOr 
in a most extraordinary position, seems to 
foe threatening the gods ; his look is deep, 
uid dettgning. A half figure of Brutus, 
by Michael Angdo Buonarotti, which, al> 
^ugh-in an unfinished state, is never^e^ 
lew most wondeifully expressive. What 
an admirable work would (his have been, 
had not the artist unfortunately aban- 
doned th» undert^ng which he had so 
nappily commenced. Underneath it'ue 
tbese lines — 

"U. Dum Bruti effigiem sculptor de mannore dndt, 
^ In meDtam Bcderis veiii^et absdnuit," 

< Wfl next saw a Silenua (in bai^o relievo) 
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ipnCe intoxieated. In the monent of frll- 
ieg asleep, he is making: a ^^i^^ efibrt to 
lift the goblet to his. tips. 
- You will alio remark here a oollectioiH 
oonai^ng of some huadvcd basts of ^ 
Roman emperors, and the' philoffc^bers Of 
ancient days, some of which are of gnedi 
merit, 48 likewise a variefy of antique 
utensils in bronze, used for the purpoA 
oftbrture. , . 

I shall not expatiate any ftirther on iMtt 
soi^ect, as it would fill volumes to describe 
all tbe different objects which this fine 
gallery .contains. - 

Let the admirer of the fine arts sdM Tint 
the Corsini palace, wha« he will see^a 
painting, representing Poetry, byC. Boke,' 
in which simplicity; loveliness, audi mv^ 
desty, are all combined. She is crowned 
witii'laurel. WhatJaQgu;^ <^n expreM 
^. noble contour of her ^ce, sr tbe ut- 
gehc . expression of her eyes ! ! If the 
Mtist has committed any fault, it has been 
in painting he*<more beautiful than any 
production nature «Fer made. This i% 
one of the best works of Carlo iJ)olGe, 
which.! gazed on in silent . admimtion , 
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tut 9»ae tiiBe. In the " JSoee Horn,'* 
hy the same artut, aogjuish ia heafitiihUy 
shewp, and the drpp^.of blood are noit 
jUfctural. His S^. jSeba^ian is lik««!tse 
•Ntqellent, altfaoOgh t)6t «qual to the {«&• 
tt4«. of Poetry. The style of Carlo Bolce 
nay be more easily distinguished, tb«a 
that of perhapiB aay other artigt, from it» 
jteculiar s^gtoess and expresHon, as well 
afl froiu the richneps of colouring and true 
MltareofitsiM^* » ^ 
: laliO; observed a capita small patntiDg, 
l»3r Albmio, tbesiij^t of which is very ia« 
tes«8ting. Four little loves are dancit^ 
iQgether in an enchantiug valley, whipb 
bfurders. on a meai^erii^ stream. O^ 
■Sitmw ifl the onisiciau, at^; the sportive 
t^ifHig about him have' gaiety,' &nd mirtfa, 
WU^te^ in every counienance, ' Onie of 
iJttHi is lying on the ground, and the iiMt 
in . vain twckoning to hiqi to join tbdv 
party. 

. The Ricardi palace (which was the first 
b^tation of the &mily o£«the Medici) 14 
«lf)et superb. The ceiling of ;the priDcipal 
«»«)P)itU>aitttq4hy^r4aRp.. TJ^atiWe0 
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islfae difiere&t ages of man, as wett as Wi 
virtues, aad vices. This pain^g is of 
immense extent, and great attention is n^ 
qcsreif to understand the meaning <^ tiM 
▼atioos groups which are introduced. The 
subject is iDstructiTe, and its execution haf 
been performed in a masterly manner. 
' In the academy of the fine arts, amon^ 
ibe paintings is a descent from the cross, 
by Perragino, and an assumption by the 
same artist, in which the portrait of his 
|Wpil Raphad (who afterwards exeelled 
his master) is introduced. The last I i^uhD 
Mention in this collection, represents: ^ 
eration in the garden. The discijriee'ai^ 
all asleep. You are surprised at the per* 
fedion to which the imitation of n^we 
1h« been brought. Amongst tite ma»y 
good paintings here, there are seren^ 
whic^are considered to be the otdeit'Ht 
itl^stence. It is pteasing^ to ranta-k Utt 
pn^lfrese of the science. - 

The srt of produci^ mosaic in Flo- 
Knce,*in poini of richness and perfeetkm, 
i» carried to a greater degree of excfdieace 
ttttn it is at Rtmie, wikete it< appe»r8 tinrt 
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^Mtivated M an lAgiot. ef eeiftmer«e ia 
^e inflBriM' orders of imuuneiit, in ling^ 
4>roacfaes, Btniff-boxes, &c. 4 but io the 
former place^we see such a combinatioo of 
■tirades fram precious stones of all dew^p- 
tioDB, ctnnprehended in die productions of 
-this laborious work, that it ia not in my 
fvweiF to (»nTcy an adequate idea of its 
perfection and bea^. As it may not be 
uninterestiiig to my reado's to hare. some 
inibrmation on diis art, so little kaowa 
Bntong us, I coj^ the fDllowing particolan 
frotn a respectable Freifch author on .the 
mbject. 

'-' " The pictures iu mosaic made at £lo- 
ranee, wlrich have arrived at so high « 
steCfe of perfection, are of- great valuci n 
maefa from tbe richness of tiie m^eriali 
qpaplc^ed, as from the. length of time re* 
tCjuired to complete them. The most prat- 
^us raartiles, agates, granates, sardonyx, 
Oond, modier of pearl, la]U8 lazuli, jasper, 
Wnerald,^ and topaz, Ibnn a part in tbe 
OMBposition of these curious prodncticaw 
Vhese materials, though very ^%aiou% 
««iik mmh ieM Iten the W9ge« wf.Af 
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^rtiats. As they init^ asckowily u.pflk- 
^ble the differeot shades of painting, it is 
neceeaaiy to divide the composition, .whict 
is extreniely hard, into the smaUest ptM^ta- 
.This is done by strnigth of arm, and re- 
ji|uires considerable time to be employed 
about it. The workmen must hare diSr 
fiemment sufficient not to waste any of the 
materials, and likewise must manage with 
precision the little saw with which the 
Atones are divided. This oecupatioq is so 
Jtedious, and requires snch intense applica- 
tion, that few workmen are suffipi^tly 
strong to bear it many years foUowil^, 
They have always before them ^e coloured 
jdesign of Uie work which is to be eie^ 
cut^j.and select the composition a«cflcdf 
ttig to the different colours. The priQ- 
iapal workman has, placed on.an inctji}.^ 
plane, a lai^e piece of brown stone, mppt 
pompact and heavier than slate. . This 
f^ne is covered with 3 thick mastic, p^ 
which he {^aces the different fragmepte oJT 
^ecious stones which are to be emplpyed^ 
la- order for these fragments to. ^h^re 
properly* and unite well together, Aey 
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«^kg4iif to' be of & height codBistin^ of at 
lettst seven or eigitt lines ; sometimes they 
are 'stiR higher. The' thinner they are, 
<fe longer they mast bev Only ima^ne 
the ffnanthy of touches necessary to paint 
a ecfrl of hair, a face, & flower, a fruit, or 
a'cioud, and one may form some idea of 
ifie' moliitude of different pieces of stone 
necessary to be employed to riepresent the 
wirious objects, many of which are deli- 
neat^ with mueh (^rreetnesa. tl'hen the 
Ivovh IB completed^ (hey polish it, and 
rebd^rth^ whole as united and smooth as 
a' plate 'of gl^, ■ an operation which re- 
tjUire^ the greatest care. This polish u 
glvfen with" a kind of emery or very fine 
ftttiid,' Which is in a small degree inoiMened. 
The workman employed in this part of the 
Work must be acc'ilstomed to it, and potisesa 
^me 'intelligence. He occasioijally washes 
different partSi to see if thej;>roduction un« 
detilieath the polishing iron has become 
tinited and btiHiant. Tou must kam what 
you can of thiscuriouB art l^' eotamining 
Ae WOT-kmen. You question them to 
ko' purpose about their secret^ they only 
aMnvar, » see, atkl Jeivn if y»u can'." 
roL. XI. I 
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' Tbe cathedral at Florenoe, called i 
Muia del Fiore, is an edifice of such in- 
DKDSe bulk, that it almost; appears like a 
^^reat mountain of marble, it is one of 
the largest in this country. The architec- 
ture of the octagon cupola is ftry &»e^ 
and was the work of Felippe Brunei* 
lesohini. They tell you, .that wboi Mi- 
ctael Angelo left Florence for RiMne in 
order to build the do^ne of St. Peter's, ke 
addressed that (^ E1(»«nce and exc)aiw«d, 
"Adieu, my friend! I am about to erect 
your resemblance, but not yow equal." 
This was a jMroof of ; that great man's 
alodes^, for we all know that the cupola 
of St. Peter's is much superi»r to that «f 
the cathedra at Florence. The interior 
of &is temple contains noting veiy <le- 
•erring of attention, the whole being 
gloomy and dark. The exterior woald 
have been Tery handsome, but remiuns ia 
an unfitii8hed,8tate. It is ornamented widi 
itatues; and entirely cased with slab* of 
marble of Tariotts colours. . 

The tower or stee^^e, which is isolated^ 
and stands near the catiiedral, is covered 
with TarHMis-c^Dwed-«arUe : it .i» mmtv 



«jrv Google 



lU 

300^ feet high, and miut be admired 
by every one for the lighbifess.and eie* 
gttnce of its architecture, and die-taite of 
its omaments. ■ This edifice has the od- 
vantage of being entirety finished, whkfa, 
(as I have before obeerred) the cathedral 
has not. 

The baptistery is an octagonal build- 
ing, with its dome cased with ' polislied 
marble. It is eminent for its bronze gates, 
which are probably ^e handsotDest in the 
world. The immortal Bnonarotti used to 
•ay, that they were worthy of being placed 
At -Ae entrance into Paradise. Oo'them 
«re represented various parts of Scriptural 
ibistory; bat what delicacy, what nature 
do you observe in the formation ^of every 
%are ! Lorenzo Ghiberti executed this 
«dmirfd[)]e wort;. The people of Florence 
^ve good reason to pride tiiemselves in 
4he possession of these gates. > They cer- 
3laiuly:may be considered a chef d'teteore^cX 
■ the art, and' areisnrmounted by three Atie 
bronze figures of John the baptist, andtwo 
odier persons. I ronurked in the interior 
^le lai^ ralumas of graniie, as well as: ^ 
•ocient raoasRcn^icb eo^erS'tke osilivg'. 
i2 



rv Google 



116 nOBBKOB. 

: in the church of Santa Groce is a mb^ 
numeDt erected to the muaory of Miobael 
'Attgeiiy Buonu*otti, surmounted by hit 
■bust and three crowns, with this inscrip- 

■ , "Termig^iniB t(dIlthonoribu9," 

Vnderneatb, his bones are deposited. On 
the Mnib are tiiree marUe stisifoies, «f Ar- 
chitecture, Painting', and Sculpture, in 
.which he so greatly excelled, executed by 
hit acbolars, in each of which you will find 
a. great deal of the master's skill. There 
3s miich delicacy about their figures, and 
(heir necks and bosoms are inimitably finei 
Theac^oining tomb is that of Al6m, byCa- 
«ova } hy the side of which i« an enormouA 
statue, xejH^esenting Italy weeping at th« 
Idsb she had sustained. 

The sacris^ of the church of St. Lorenzo 
,coBtaiDa two. celebrated statues, personat- 
ing Day. and Night, by Buonarotti. Ofl 
oontenQ^lating the latter, you can almotf 
. &Dcy ytJu see befwe you a delicate and 
unvieiled female, overcome with sleep. 
These" statues, akhougU unfinished, ore 
tmiversally admired. Tlie following lines 
were Aiadeimthftt of tbfc night, ,' ...x 
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"Im nstte ehe tu v^i in d dold alti 
D<»mir fii da un Angelo scolpita 
In questo sasso i £ per che (Ionti6 ha vita : 
Desfd la se no '1 crede ; ^ pftrliu^ ti." 

To which M^ Angelo is said to have re< 
plied, for his statue, 

" Grato mi e il sonno, e piu I'esser dl sasso 
M«ib« chi il danno, e la vergogna dum. 
Non Teder, non aealir, mi i gran Centura : 
Pen) non mi deHar : dehl pttrla basso." 

The n^al chapel beloiigitig to $t, Lorenzo, 
if it h^d bjeeit finished,, irould, ffom th^ 
pecvliar richness and rari^ty of it^ marr 
bles, perhaps have been superior to wy 
Qtberin Euriope. It isoct^gQnalj.wd was 
commenced in 1064; by the family of thf 
Medici. The walls ^re covered T^ith tN 
Inasaic of Florence, Tbe .eyc^ of inqp ax^ 
dazzled in beholding this profm»ioft of 
onental Agates.: l^is Ituwli, motltei' of 
fmxl, JAQ>er, ftnd o^t^ precious ^{(v^§^ 
MteodinffoJl-aronnd tbe interior, a. diSf 
tUtf^ of nearly 100 feet, at»i wrmounted * 
by noble mausoleums .of gilded brpQw. 
{. neirer aaw Isach a coqibin^on of magni- 
ficence in a cblUpielNfpr^^ 
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Hftving so far exceeded my intetetiowt 
in describing the inexhaustible collections 
of paintings, which in every part of Italy 
become in a manner the indispensable food 
for the mind, it may be acceptaUe to 
readers, who have not made much progreW 
in this art, to be informed of the distino 
tion between the different schools of paint- 
ing, which are so sapiently rehearsed by 
every Cicerone who conducts you through 
the numerous galleries in Italy. 

These technical, or scientific distinctions, 
are divided into five schools, namely, the 
Roman, the Florentine, the Lombard, die 
Venetian, and the Flemish. 

Of the first and greatest, the most smi- 
bent artist is Raphael ; and this school is 
celebi'ated for uncommon beauty of com- 
position, and correctness of design and 
expression. 

Leonardo da Vinci and M. A. Buou- 
rotti may be considered the leado:? of 'At 
Florentine school, which excels in tin 
magnificent sablimi^ of expression, and 
boldness of design. 

Corre^io stands at the head of the 
Lmnbard school, and taught Giudo, the 
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CWMoi, A)W6, Schidoae, and sereral 
other admirable artiste, of whose works 
Italy is full. 

Titian and Paulo Veronese Were the 
omusents of.the Venetian school, and pe- 
cidiar for tbeii- strict and faithful imitation 
oi nature, fteir exquisite delicacy of touoh, 
iud beau^ of colouring'. Tintoretto and 
Bwsano were likewise of this school. 

Of the Flemish school I need only 
mention Rubena and Vandyke : the former 
excels in allegorical representations, and 
in histoid ; he is also remarkable for 
hvt admirable coJouriug, which nerer ap* 
pears to lose its freshness : tlie latter stands 
unequalled fiw die beau^ aad nature of 
bis portraits. 

I wish I could describe, as it deserves, 
Ae femoas cabinet of natural history at 
Florence, which is renowned all over Italy. 
The treasares of this collection fill a vast 
suite of rooms. It is impossible to give 
ait idea of the elegance, order, and distri* 
butiou of these apartments. Every thing is 
fblly and clearly exposed to view, and calls 
fiurtii your attention. The anatomy of the 
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biinuw bp4y is rvffewattitd ia w«k» is. * 
ftyle the mO|9t satisfactory and iiMKruoUTfi* 
This composition of wax is so. admiraU^ 
that it is to be hoped it will last for age«. 
Different specimeos of every p»rt of ^ 
human frame are here tp be se^n, : .^^af^ 
one hpifig kept with tifti gr«t»te«|t ct^e «i^ 
fucety, in a glass case. . The wax if) leil^teff 
white, rei), or soipe other colour, accordr 
^Og to the part which ^ it is meant t^ re- 
{tresent. How correct, bow strictly a4f 
befent to nature, is ^ot only every limb) 
b^t eyery bonci vein, iutery, and mu^cL^i 
from the largest^ to the tynallest ! A w^r)t 
pf thf; gre^e^t pa^tiej^fi apd sjoinqtest iitr 
yestigationU Yyu first 8|ee, t^« Iiodiea;^ 
men and women entire, an4 a^rwards 
divided into all the varionu parts of which 
they consist. I was interestefl with ev^iy 
thing I saw. {low ifsefuj, .how. advf^B. 
|«geQUf tp the. rising genemtjout is Micb.,fip 
establisbmeqt as, t|iit ! Wfaj^tafine.sd^ci^ 
fox; anatomy, what a vast,field of ufc^ 
infonnatioii is bere oj^.tp the wfaivJIfi 
;irorld ! Where does t^e supreme wjs 
.of.tlye AUpigh^ appear aw|e 
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1km in tb« fonnation ofttbe hiuttwi fruited 
It has hjim j«»tiy otwerred, tluit aaataitty 
wip{>UeB more strdcing evidence of the 
aiitence of a Deit j, than (iren astronomy. 
Anolher part of this excellent eatabtishir 
meat eenteins-a repreMnitition of the prD-i 
grew of the inftnt iti the womb, together 
witilr a mtiety of -ififficult cases in die ob< 
■teftic art. 

- i Hkewiee .visited the botanical ganfen 
belonging to this institution, and, aibongA 
•ttier curious: shrubs, observed the coffee- 
tree, whieb was about' six feet in height} 
3*his tree, beini* in a hot-house, produced 
Mwy &ae firuik The leaf someirliat re-^ 
scmbks that of the lemon-tree. 

The river Am<>, (whose depth re here 
vety inconii^nd>le,) Tunning throngh the 
ciiy, divides it; uito two uneqnal partft 
The consmnnieation b made by four ston« 
"Widges, wbkb ferm a fine per^)ectiT« 
frai» tack odher.' One of tbens bridgest 
called Pente ddlaTrinita,iB bnilt of map* 
Ue, widi ti»eee)tiptioal' arches, and is ti«t 
sorpuBcd for beai^ty dF structure by any 
ntihw i jhaw yrei- s^en, i^Tbe prlnte and 



rv Google 



1M VLftRMk^. 

jtiiUk baildings we elegant, Ae stMe^ 
of m good breadth, and well paved. 

This ci^, justly named La Bella, (the 
Fair,) is certainly one of the finest in Italy) 
and there is an air of gaiety and cheev^- 
ness about it, vhicfa rendeis it a de«raU« 
residence for foreigners ; who setUeheneia 
vast numbers. After the dignified qmet* 
ness of Rome, the contrast at Florence ja 
Tcry striking, the activity being consi- 
derable. 

In the square of the graaA duke (or 
court of the old palace) is a superb foHv- 
tain, oriumented by an immense marble 
statue of Neptune, with a number of well 
executed sea nymphs and tritons in bronze. 
Here the traveller will likewise admire a 
work of Giovanni di Bologna in marblci 
representing a Roman carrying off a Sa- 
bine. His look is full of savage resolution, , 
and his form athletic : he is holding in the 
air a delicate and beautifiil femdei in 
whose countenance the numt acute anguiab 
is finely expressed, whilst an old man, her 
fether^ (almost Ihy^cu hearted) is l*^^pg 
tohisfeet^entreating.thatthf yoBBQfwowla 
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nigltt be saved. This group is so DataatJ, 
and so exquisitely finished, that I fire' 
qoeiMly contemplated it with inexpressive 
satisfectitHi. I also remarked an admirable 
statoeof David by M. Atigelo, and aitother ' 
of ^djth, with the head of Holophemes, 
by Donatelli,' and Perseus in bronze, by 
tile celebrated Benvennto Cellini. This 
last statue is of a very spirited and noble 
execution, tn the centre of this square is 
an equestrian statue of Cosmo 1. by Gi6- 
Tftnni di Bologna. 

On the banks of the Arno is a very fine 
|vomenade, well arranged for pedestrians 
a^ well as carriages, and composed of a 
number of luxuriant avenues, which are 
bounded by rich meadows and cheerfiil 
evergreens. This promenade, which le^ds 
to a country 'hoiise of the grand duke's, 
caUed Cascini, ia not probably surpassed 
for beauty in Italy; and every afternoon 
(bat especially on a' holiday) tb'e scene is 
"reiy gdy, as all the nobility and gentry of 
Florence resort here in their gatidy equi- 
pi^;es, after the broiling heat of the sun 
has subsided,' to enjby the welcome breezes 
fpan the river. 
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There are a niuab^r of excdlcat iaA« in 
thU city, where you lire well, and %t « 
moderate expense, two circumstances which 
are seldom te be met with united, in Italj* 
V^e were at one of the princip^t hotels j 
and our individual expenses, for three pf 
the best meals as well as beds it afforded, 
only amounted to aboijt ten shillings 9 
day, without including two shillings ,fyx 
our servant. This is a remarkable iur 
stance of cheapness in this country, as is 
all the other cities we paid an exorbitant 
price for every thing. 

The red Florentine wipe 19 certainly t^ 
inost exquisite of any 1 had tasted, althong)} 
the article is produced in evety part of t^ 
CJoqntry, except in the. higher ground of 
the Apennines. 

One morning I ascended a Ingh tower» 
to take a view of the surrounding couQt^, 
and was exceedingly gratified. The ^• 
TJrons of. Floreitc^ aro uuivuBally admired 
for their peculiar beautiok You bayftthr 
greatest variety of scoiery. On one s)d( 
pf the river ia a rich plain, and on the 
otlgi^, hills covored witl\ ,fo}iHPQ> TV 
villas, are scattered around t)te S9t9. W >IM* 
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enviable situations, and iti such nnmlierft, 
tbat the whole prodnces a vivatcity ancf 
cheerfulness seldom found out of England; 
It requires a much abler pen than mine to 
describe this piMuresque and romantic 
landscape, thg fertility and luxuriance of 
which can rarely be equalled. AH tiaturfe 
Smiled: this beautiful garden *aB covered 
with every species of fruiutree in blossom, 
watered by copious springs ; and the 
country houses, appearing between hilt 
and dale, greatly increased these rural 
beauties. This is truly a little paradise 
on earth ; and I am surprised that all tb<i 
ancient poets did not fbc the Elysian fields 
oh so favoured a spot. It is impossible to 
give an adequate idea of these delightful 
environs : 

" But who can paint 
Iiike Nature ? Can imagination boast, • 
Aidd its gay creation, hnea like hen ?" 
' " If fancy tlMS 
. Unequl failfl beneta-tlH [deaA^taakf 
Ah, what thwH langoi^ do } Ah, urbffip Sad wprda 
Ting'd villi bo many colours .'" 

' The swallows, and with' tb«n the sum- 
mer,' had alieady arrived . The warmth of 
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the veather at the end of March and the- 
beginiiiiig of April was greater than that 
vhich we experience in England, in the 
joonth of Joly. The heat, as we walked 
. about the streets in the middle of the day, 
even at this season of the year, wa« op- 
pressive. 

The people here (like the Spaniards 
and Portuguese) take their siesta after 
dinner, and come out again towards even- 
ii^ with fresh life and spirits. 

Amongst the different palaces' of the 
grand duke in the neighbourhood of Flo* 
rence is that of the Villa, or Poggh Im- 
periale, to which you arrive by a. double 
avenue of trees, nearly a mile in len|^h. 
This building is at present uninhabited, 
and appears to be greatly out of repair. - 

VallauLbrosa, so finely described by Mil- 
ton, and mentioned by Pope, is about thir- 
teen miles from Florence. Here are an 
abbey and a college, in a situation wild 
and beautiful. What these two great poets 
could not, in my opinion, competently de- 
scribe, I shall not attempt. 

We arrived at Florence in the middle of 
March 181&4 and left.it suddenty the latter 
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end of April. All the English had already 
followed the example of the grand duke 
and his nobiKty in taking their departure, 
as the Neapolitan army was at the gates, 
and entered this city on the day we quitted 
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CHAPTER V. 



We now went to Bologna, a distance of 
ix^-four miles. 

The country from Florence for thirty 
miles is fine, but afterwards, till you arrive 
at the environs of Bologna, scarcely offers 
the least appearance of vegetation. 

This ancient and beautiful ci^ is situ- 
ated on the northern border of the Apen- 
nines, and is about two miles in length, 
and five in circumference, and built with 
arcades of handsome architecture on each 
side of its principal streets. The inhabit- 
ants, one would imagine, are very fond of 
arcades, for they have one three miles in 
length (though some writers call it five 
miles), extending from the gate of the city, 
to the chureh of La Madonna di San Luca, 
on the summit of a high mountain. This 
portico consists of 700 arcades, at most of 
which are placed the arms and names of 
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ike private persons, as well aa societies, 
who assisted' in the construction of this 
immense work. They might, in my opi- 
nion, have employed their money to much 
greater advantage. 

The institute or academy is a noble 
building, admirably arranged for the Btudy 
and preservation of the different branch^ 
of literature, and contains a valuable col- 
lection of hooks and manuscripts. 
' The beauty of Bologna is much enriched 
by a number of superb, palaces and hand- 
some squares. In the middle of one of 
the latter, and opposite the town-ball (11 
Palazzo Publico) is the beautiful fountain 
constructed by Antonio Lupi, and orna- 
mented with statues, by Giovanni di Bo- 
logna. On the top is a bronze Neptune of 
:faeroic stature, and at the angles are four 
children, holding dolphins, which spout 
water into reservoirs, in the form of shells, 
'and covered with €ne marble. 

There are two towers here, supposed 
to have been built as watch-towers, and 
called the Astnelli, and Garisenda. The 
tatter is scarcely Miy yards high, but 
leans twelve feet out of the perpendi- 
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cahr. 'Bologna contaws a cathedral, «iA 
iiearly two hmdred ether charchesi and, 
-after Rome, fonnerly posseBsed a finer col- 
lection' of painth^ than any other place 
in Italy ; but the best were' all carried -off 
■by the invaders. The celebrated school of 
'die Garacoi was held in this city, where 
<4Aie art of paintang was .coiwequen% 
•bioi^ht to the highest state of peTfectiom. 

I lamented the occurrenoe of the miiitai^ 
possesBion of the ci^ preTented my vjgit- 
-ing 21 Palazzo Publico, and more partioo- 
tarly the different schools of tbeuniveruiy, 
the cabmet of natoral history, and the 
-school of anatomy, which have been long 
-held in such high reputation. 

Bologpna is sumamed lo-grassa, (tbe fit) 
poflsibly from the richness- of the comitry 
'BTOtind it, or, we may as -welt say, tnmi ite 
'being famous for the tat sausages 'wfaiafa 
are so esteemed by all bvtfmvants. These 
Htusages taste so strongly of garlick, that 
none bnt an Italian palate can relish them. 

The environs of this city are most duum- 
ing. In the midst of the finest vegetatMn 
you see beautifiil villas scattered on ■vmes 
«ide, and surrounded by vines, cbo—tfj 
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mfaiM, ^id ddier frDit-tr«e«, in tiie grtait- 
«8t profiinoa. We were how in the month 
«f March. The foce of nature wae moM 
tntepesting', and the landscape aroand Bo- 
logna sbikiogly beautiful. These vere 
the preeoit head-quarters of the N«^po> 
litan army, and king Joachin v/aa aov 
faore. The Austrifms w»e not for in' 
advance, and the direct road -to Venice, 
ia consequence of hostilities having com- 
menced between these two powere, was 
now no longer open. We were, there- 
fore, obliged, as a dentierv ressource, to 
make a retragraMle aioventenl, go to An- 
cona, (a dirtanee «f lAO miles) uid take 
our chance of embarking from thence for 
Venice. 

Wsaiept the &8t ni^t at a anall tova 
catted jSmini, sitvated on the aBan<caas(. 
Ijhaxe be£EiK cemac'JEed, that the loKcr 
iteiiw of wonMa :in Italy vet ^^ Ao 
mSBtiput, eaqfemedy plain and swarthy. 
Iwm^homefftXj pteaeed -on finding bere,.«t 
Ae niteraide inn where we were lodged^ 
■B.exoeptioa to this general rule. The 
dffvbbu of the landlord (a ^ abbnt 
ftftliii) had.AlBMrtaBMWot ajoottiUaiancA 
k2 
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as Gittidd ever painted. Her fif^re m9 
somewhat inferior to ber face, but in this, 
respect almost aU the Italians, i^ my opir 
nion, are de6ctent. This pretty little ra- 
gazxa amused me whilst I was eating my 
sapper with the naiveU of her, conv^rsa- 
tiout which was perfecUy natural to ber. 
She was a flower,, which, if transported, 
into a better soil, and nourish^ with ewe, 
might challenge admiration ; in the words 
of Ariosto, she was 

'*- B«lla di nodi, e bcUa <B prewiUB 

En aacw ml fiorir di primuma 

, Sua ,tenerella, e qufui K«rba •lade." 

On entering Rimini, we passed under an 
elegant triumphal arch, formerly dedicated 
to Aqgfustus, and observed, a bridge ofilte 
a«ne antiquity. In the church of Si:. Pe- 
ironii is aiiaintiag, the beauties (^ whioli 
must,' in a mMsent, be concfiicuous to te 
tiyes of «Tery prason who is notenliraty 
devoid of taste. The subject is Ae 
Burriage oi the Vii^ Many, and tjbe 
artist Gun^no da Cento. ' What gm*- 
Ti^ is there in die ccnurtenwce '^^'tbe 
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high priest, what sweet modesty and love- 
liness in that of the Vii^n, and what ex- 
prrasion in thatof Joseph, who is in the 
act of putting' the wedditig-ring'-on Mary's 
finger. 

The country between Bologna and An- 
conabasnothingremarkable aboutit. We 
arrived at the latter town on the 12th, hav- 
ii^ quitted thcformer the 8th of April. 

Aiicona is the principal seaport in the 
papal possessions. It stands on the decli- 
yity of a hill, and is of considerable size, 
but all its streets are dirty and narroif, 
with badly built honaes. Tbe mole is 
a very fine one, and the harbour most con* 
venient. This town is well forti6ed botfi 
by nature and art. They tell you. that it 
will be rendered impregnablje,: when tl|w 
citadel, now building, shall befiniriied. Aii> 
cona is of vast antiquity, but only one'soU'- 
tory wreck of andent magni&eonce is now 
remMnitig. I refer to the trimnphal ar«li 
on Ae mole, erected 1700 years since, by 
Ae emperor Trajan. It is. peculiar, friCHn 
being entirely of white marble, wbcreai 
tin graierality of these buildings are: of 
eommoB ^one. - ProbaUy in no other 



rv Google 



134 tbricej 

insbuice aTc the Mocks of such emnanni 
size. The Corinthian pillars supporting 
it are most elegant, as veil as the Yarioos 
ornaments, which, being tolerably wvXk ' 
preserved, form t^ether a Tery handscHDe 
edifice. At the end of the new mole is a 
modern triumphal arch of fllie architec" 
ture, and built of stone. 

1 took a walk to the summit of the bill 
(ttn the declivity of which Ancona stands) 
to tftie the Jewtt burial ground, containing 
a Yast number of tombs, exactly resembling 
in shape onr English mile-stones, and 
covered with Hebrew inscriptions. The 
Jews form a great part of the populatio« 
(tf this town.- 

After halting here only two days, we 
hired a miserable vessel (feloca) ^id em- 
barked ftr Venice^ together with stnne 
fHehds whom we accidentally happened 
to meet. The wind being favourable, oW 
hardships were happily of short dtiratioB. 
We reached Venice after a good passage 
of only twenty-four hours, and i was nirt A 
Ktfle thankfhl oAce m^ to arrive ou ttitti 
fltma. 

Venice may be s^led an aaatihtiMoilK 
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kMd ^ eity.; built oa piles amMgst the 
WKKWOHS 8ti«uiis, wjiich cemiiig- dowB. 
fr«m ibe Alps, dwcharge themselves i^o 
the Adriatic, and fiwrn. these kind of wad 
hmka The traveller ou entenng' Veiiioe 
is not a Ht^ straek with thfr aove]$y o£ 
the eceae aronnd him ; it is. so perfeotlyi 
different firom: any thing he has ever seeo. 
Itefisre ; he ift aatooished oq fioding! iaiMi- 
iB^aUe oanfds, roHoisg in. every ditwcftiMb 
aU ovcv tb« city, and: covered with gondAr- 
hwj a ^lecies of. \oag aad Dao'air, boa^ 
which I shall aftecwards describe. Astr. 
other thing' v^y remarkable, is the groat 
quutaess which pervades Venice, ootnijtb- 
standing the concourse ofl people in tiie 
itMCts. Thja is easily aoeonnted &«, sa 
tbaie ia not a »Bgl£ carriage or horae ta 
WflMn, yon; have oone of t^t nAifle^. km^ 
Ik, aiftd coi^inngai, wlw^ one. meets with 
m. every other cky. Tl;^ stretta. are (with 
scoMely any exceptions). (HU3i;.$com four tft 
ux feet n kreadA. lu many the^e is a*. 
mwre than room sufficient far two fat per- 
«wa to pass, coDMqiueutljt tfate heusea am 
glM«iy,.a«d alipest leanii^ frgaiiufe aaflhr 
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The principal canal is more. than 100 
fcet bro«d, and dividefi Venice into .tiro 
pwrtB, nearly equal, being in the shape «f 
a rtversed ui, whilst all the rest (400 in. 
number) will admit oS three gondolas 
going abreast, and over. them are bnilt 
sereral hiwdred small ^one bribes*. 
Many of the shops are on the quays, 
which run along the aides of scHne of dieae 
caBak. Where there are no qu(^, 
the gondolas anrive close to the bouses,', 
and ]«mI merchandise and idl the neces^ 
saries of life. Each gondola is about five 
feet booad, and twenty long, and has a' 
small rooQi in its centre, six feet long, and- 
ftre broad, with, two sliding windows by 
the aides, andone behind; and Uie whole 
is oora«d both in the ext«:ior and intonor 
with black cloth, which gave me very modi 
Ibe idea of a coffin, it being altogether of 
a most ^oomy a]^iearaiice. The interior 
is, however* commodious, and ci^ble oi 
holding four persons, two on a cushion .at 
the fnrtfaer end, where you may ut oomn 
Ibrtably enough, . and two on the seats on 
eaeh aide, whicl), however, are Tetyinw 
vonicBt. . Wbeu the windows are shut,' Mad 
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ibe curtain, or door, closed at the entrance, 
(ffhich: appeared generally to be the case^ 
tiie persons wiUtin are entirely concealed, 
so that yoa see little or nothing of the Mt 
aes during thenr excurstons, either to pay 
their Tints in the morning or to repair to 
dtt theatresat night. The gondolas h«vt ■ 
aioi^ and abarp {nwr, at ^e top of which 
is a flat pieee of iron, acting as a kind of 
defence. Each publie gondola has gene- 
ndlyitwo gondoliers, but-die higher orders 
of the- Venetians keep private gondolas^ 
which are ooDdoctod- by servants in Hrery ,' 
ID every oinal, bow(n«r, the stranger cwi 
Itire one for 'about a shilling an hoar, rad 
(HI pay ingan extra trifle, may travel throng 
tile nmterwith unoMDmon easeaod vetoci^. 
Their number is greater than that of the 
hackney coaches in London. Tbere is a 
peculiar character belonging to the gon- 
dt^ers ; they are a hardy and active set of 
men, and piqae themselves on their hox 
nes^, secresy, and dexterity in guiding 
their goodcias. They frequendy challenge 
each othor, and go at an aaanng rate. It 
never h^pens Aat they run against tme 
aoMitber, or that any accident occurs, to 
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pretreat icUdi tiU^ have a hffvm^ w 
immae tbe oornen of the eMw]». Msmt, 
(rf th«K inea have ao exceU«fit ««r tnt 
«UMc. I had great oimoit^ to nuke « 
tnial of th^ powon, and- vqs fm^Uien^ 
mwA gratified wi hcariDg two of t^nn 
■iog' the £kvounte VeaeUva air o<f " £a 
.ttM»A'iha M Gandaietttt." Oai one oc«ui6ifc 
I was conducted b^ an old. boacy-heade< 
gOMdnUer and Ma son, who immediately 
emnptied with the xequeati I made them toi 
sing me a mag. The voice of the latt» 
was. delog^fiil, aDd theugfa imcukiTaii^ 
h« had wonderful t»te, wAUM. fail ventatn 
Ue latfac* ftirmed a moit eovrect aeeoaAi 
Their TDiees hanBOBiaed'Si».^efy, th*l^ 
tie abeiUmenti (or graces) they introdDoedl 
w«re 80 aofi and exquiMtel}' psrianaed; 
and the pleasing effect so lacrcased oo tM 
water,' that I made them ecpeat tfaeiz duel^ 
which was more agreeable to my ear thatt 
many of tlie difficult bravora songs I h«A 
heard at the thaatiKs, and I left tihem.fti%: 
UNUTmeed that tfaey deserve the credit tb« 
world has given them, of having aa m^ 
nate teste {(x music. Indeedr it is .wdl 
fcaowii Aat liK VeaetiaBS^ in tUs rapaet^ 
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(ttcel most <rtber HaUaHs; and' dM^ no*- 
thiag- can exceed tbe perfectica to wloch 
tbey bme broc^it ibn <d«l^htfol science. 
The Kttle Bimf^e Venetian eanXamtte- arm 
univeraaUy anknirfld far origMiafify aaA 
muf^eit^, and breatiae Ae nreetnt hav- 
mony and cxprawion imagamfaAe. 
, It ia abwkttely nec cnai y ibr tiie luavri'- 
ler, nnlesB he iBteuda making a long b^ 
in this eity, to mflrre^aboDt oatauamyAy by 
meuM of tbe ccmTeyaaee I bare jaat baa». 
describing. If he at first atMMpits to vimttl 
aktrie, be will be quite lost in. a iabyriayi 
OB his<eatariDg^iMHrrowiM¥teta,a»de»i 
favouring t* find the bHdfM» na'A eon- 
tinaaily arrive al a pbi«e whvt^ tiHNrc m- «i» 
tfaoToughfrre. In Bogland we iiMG^rm tlw 
.pedeitriui of ^im by a ookice on the a4*> 
joiniog wfUl ; btit in ^is city, w wbkh 
there: are six diriatOBA, a»d all tIi«:HtMM^ 
are ODtabeKed, the ^iblic an not wt 
dnj. 1, howevo-, ara not {bud of trai- 
ling in tbeM g«tdt>LiN^ WMtWithstM^PS 
Amr moti(w is to, ea»y, a« I ttmd dlat ^ 
v^MiB- rwia^ firwa the i|ftl«r (which ha* 
mtiiB «T ao enimt, avd retM^w Wl Hw 
fiMt of «he ^) w*» ttWpleawot, 4»d litJtik 
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to gite a peraon who is notacctiBtomed to 
it a comtant headache. 

This oi^ does not contain, at presenf, 
•0 manyofajeote of the fine arts to detain 
dw cnriiDus bbsefrver 'as I had expected^ 
A^ler once the n6ve% «if the thing is oTer, 
the appearance of so much water.the tm^ 
cominon narroTraess of the streets, and, in 
my opinion, the unwholesoraene^ of tlMJ 
irir (eqieeially in the houses, the cbamberi 
of ndiieh are very close and Bmall), beconie 
dito^reeaUe to him ; his eje occasionally 
wants the rcdief of trees and green fields ; 
and, if he be indined ta contemplation, 
he will regret -the loss of a countTy waitt,' 
andaH that luxuriant and romantic paysagi 
wfai<ih he meete mtbin most other patt« 
of Italy. In short, he will find a great 
sameness and monotoiiy aboiit Venice} 
after his curioaty has been gratified atf^ 
as concerns the singularity of its situatidn ; 
and will determine, in his own mind, ^M 
it is not a city where be would wish to re- 
«de for any conaderable time. Tbefe 
would be some difierence, to be sure, if ■he 
altered much into society ; and^ adftordiiig 
to repiHt, there was in general a greiA de«d 
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going forward aA Vraiice : but 1, undoMxt^ 
ediy, saw it at an uKfavaurable mmaait. 
The people bad aimost all been ruioed; 
Vid, naturally enough, their spirita were 
l^i^atly. deprewed. The tnhabitonte of tte 
ci^ deserve one's Gommisctration, perhapt, 
more than those of any other in Ital^ri 
Their, govemmeot was. once -a repHbhc^ 
which had acquired the r^pect.and ho* 
povo: of otiier oationa hy . its poU^ as«t 
sriadoon (Uiat it was internally a.tyiaunical 
and cmel oligarchy tbqgi , is no doabt) ; 
bnt, alas! the rapacieusi French invaded 
their territory, robbed them, not only of 
tiMir dogej but of all their ricbes ; Mid( 
not content with thus debasing the imfor- 
tunate Yenetiana, gave them over to a fo- 
r^n power which they dislike, and ap- 
propriated to themselves all the weajtii of 
^eir capital 1 ! How can an. Engiisbman 
(vbo' is not ' entirely devoid of feeli^) 
GOidemplate the ravages which hove been 
committed on other pow^s, the state of 
poverty (L had almost said slavery) to 
whiofa Aey.have been redHced, withoi^ 
experiencing the most lively sensatioas 
oC commiaeratief), :^m1 thanking the AU 
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mif^bty that be has been bom nnder * free 
and independent goremaient Thenob^a 
atxl principd inhabitants appeared to- sft 
to have sank into gloomy despondency and 
retirement. Many former fcraTcWers ha^ 
dwelt on the splendor, the luxury, tbe 
amnsemeofts and dissipation at Venice ; for 
my part I saw nothing of them : it is true 
1 was not there at the period of tiie Car'- 
ntral, tiie Ascension, or other pariods «f 
grand gala; but, where power and prD^ 
perty are gone, |^ human mind, 1 shotrii 
conceive, would jA^cH on few amosemeBti 
t»^ond those of : brooding orer their mil- 
fortunes, aod the recoUectitm of what UMir 
faave losti 

- The only aquarie to be noticed at Voiice 
is 4hat of St. Mark, which is exoeedingfy 
handstoae. The houses Are of stone, and 
built with grant, uniformity, aad the fine 
M^naades surroondiDg the square (which 
is 880 foet long, and 109 broad) render it 
one of the first in Europe. The many 
^lendid shops And coffee-houses yea bere 
find under a grand porticd, with open 
KTcades ruDuiag round the piazjia, gtne the 
whole a mi^ificeat afpe*nnGe. Tbe 
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W4^tecture m noble ; oa one side are <«0r 
l^mns of the TuacaQ erder, whilst those <hi 
another, are Boric, ionic, and Corinthian. 
^he frize and basso relievos on th^ fa- 
^ades are <well executed, and the •ofeaa. 
ipace in the interior, .paved frith large and 
ctrnvenient flag stones. Here tbe loungers 
of Venice meet : this is the ^^eneral resort 
of all idlers; and in one of tbe squares ctf 
the ducal palace, the merchants hold their 
^ohange. The lai^ buildii^, called the 
Steeple of St. Mark (more &an 300 ftet 
higb,-and 40 br*ad), is situatedat one end. 
The gnuidest view I enjoyed of Venice wav 
from the top of this steeple, to which jwn 
ascend by a staircase in the interioi*. At 
the northern extremity is the facade of the 
cathedral church of St Mark, a -striking 
object in this . open situation, and sur- 
mounted by five cupolas. * Xhe exterior 
ef this square edifice of Grecian style of 
architecture is grand, but, at the same 
time, gloomy in its general appearance^ as 
well as in the interior, where you will ob- 
serre only the wreck of its former: splendor; 
namely, a vmiety of ancient pillars ; seTeral 
ornaments in bronze ; specim^is ofmiMaiCi 
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some of which cover the cuppli^ ; a besa- 
tifiil marble pavemeot ; as well as statues 
of great antiqui^, but no particular beautjr 
in t^ir execution. The bronze doors are 
likewise embellished with basso relievos. 
This church formerly contained great 
riches in gold, silver, and precious stones, 
with also innumerably relics, which, by all 
good Catholics, were considered of still 
greater value. I did not inquire whether 
any of these relics were still here, well 
knowing that I, at all events, should not Be 
permitted to see them . On a balustrade on 
the outside of the cathedral, before a large 
window, stood, on pedestals, the four cele- 
brated horses of gilded bronze, which, it 
is well known, the usurpers carried. tO 
Paris, as well as almost every other ob- 
ject, either valuable or curious, found' in 
this city when the French. entered it cormm 
des amis (as they made the poor inhabit- 
ants believe) not with any hostile inten- 
tions. I am happy to find these horses 
(on the possession of which the Venetians 
prided themselves so highly) have been, by 
the late treaty, reinstated in their former 
situation. 
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. Saint Mwrk is the great patron of Venice. 
They pretend that bis body was brought 
■over there from Asia, but, by some unfor- 
tunate event, afterwards lost or stolen. 
■The people, piously inclined, however, are 
«til] -of opinion that it remains in some 
■part of the city, even to the present day, 
although they are unacquainted with the 
vpot. 

The square I have been describing, ais 
-well as its immediate neighbourhood, are 
ornamented with two fine granite columns, 
and a flying lion of bronze, and other 
-figures, emblematical of St. Mark. 

Adjoining to the cathedral, and in front 
vf the port, is the immense Ducal Palace 
■ '{of a magnificent style of. architecture 
jomewhat resembling the Gothic) in which 
.the Doge resided, and which, from the pro- 
fusion of marble that has been used, and 
■imm its general exterior appearance, is 
Almost unequalled in Italy. The facade, 
aniaid with mosaic, as well as the porticos 
■and marble columns which surround if, 
and the eight doors, are all on a grand 
vcale. Amongst the different stotues ,1 ob- 
«mred, before we visited the interior, were 
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■two immeDie ones of our first pacetatfl, 
. ornameiiting the splendid marble staircase. 
The iaterior is of va«t size, cootaioing' n& 
.merous galleries, apartments where the 
' councils formerly as8embled,iand offices foi* 
'Other public purposes. Little now remains 
in this palace (which has been built aom^ 
hundred years) deserving of attention, ex- 
cept the grand council chamber. The 
paintings on the walls are all of them 
good ; and the immense workr by Tiute- 
retto, represeating Paradi'se, is extremtB^ 
curious, from the great number of figures 
which are introduced without any oonr 
fusion. Here you also find spme antique 
iStatues ; those of Jupiter aad Ganymedf 
(supposed to be by Phidias) are uaivers^Uy 
admii-ed, and very deservedly so ; as i% 
likewise, the group of Jupiter and LedAi 
which, although equally beautiful in tb^ 
execution, is rather immodest in the de- 
sign. 1 also remarked, with Batts&cti<Hi» 
two gladiators, wounded, and in the act ctf 
&lling : they are full of expression, aoi 
their attitude stroi^ly resembles natnre. -. 
Opposite to this palace was the. stet» 
prison : the communication tO: it vf«# 
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Fby araiaH bridge, oT«r which was 
m, priV^e passage. Many an niifbrtiiiiatft 
man has passed with a heavy heart over 
Ais bridge, which was properly denorai< 
nated " // Ponte dei Sospiri," — " The 
Bridge of Sighs/' The Public Libraryi 
as well as the Mint, are likewise in this 
neighbourhood, and close to the port. The 
Inquisition (that tribunal, the idea of which 
makes all the civilized part of mankind 
shudder] once raged at Venice in all its 
horrors, but now it is happily abolished, 
and the building destroyed where its se- 
cret sittings were held. 

To the east of the city is the Arsenal, 
which was once very famous. It is in^ 
closed to the extent of more than two miles, 
wad surrounded by lai^e canals, contain- 
ing, within ite walls, , founderies, forges, 
annorieH, rictualling-offices, and every re- 
quisite for the marine department. It was 
the pride of Venice, but has likewise been 
disnwntled ; and the traveller cannot now 
walk round the interior without feeling 
setisations of pity, on observing the grand 
works, in which once some thousand per-: 
■OBs w^re actively emplpyed, now in 4 
I, 2 
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state of torpor. The ropewalk bere . tdf 
a very fine one, being^ a thousaod ieet 
in length. The two immense marble 
lions before the arsenal, which app^u- fo 
be guarding the entrance by the land side, 
:n;ere brought from Athens : they struck 
me as "being only remarkable for their size: 
The arsenal was formerly surrounded by 
a strong military force, to withstand any 
sadden attack. 

There are several palaces as well as 
churches at Venice, in the architecture of 
which Scamozzi, Sansovino, and Palladio^ 
have displayed their uncommon genius. 
Many of the palaces, so remarkable for ex- 
ternal beauty, are situated on the sides of 
the principal canal, and liuilt either of 
marble or stone, standing on solid piles, 
which are very durable. There is never a 
deficiency of water in the canals, notwitbf* 
standing every tide rises and falls neu-ly 
two feet. 

The Cathedral does not contain so much, 
to atti^ct attention as the church of St; 
Swithin, which is the most ancient of any 
at Venice. The many tombs of the dogen 
here are very E|b-iking:, but the most re- 
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markeble object is a stetae of a female 
figtmci contemplating' death. She appears 
reading a book, on which the head of Death 
. is repi^aented ; she is smiling, and looking 
at the grimi tyrant with apathy : her posi- 
tjxm is most natural, and the whole work 
greatly to be admired. The miracles of 
St. Dominic are likewise represented on 
large tablets of bronze. 

In one of the chapels belonging to the 
church of St. John and St. Paul (an edifice' 
of Gothic architecture) are some basso re- 
lieros, by Bonazza and his sons,'the sub- 
jects of which represent the birth of 6ur 
Saviour, the presentation of the Virgin into 
die Temple, as well as her marriage, and 
the adoration of the three kings. These 
noble specimens of the fine arts are each 
of one block ; every feature is full of ex- 
pression ; every basso relievo seems a chef 
d'muvre .- they are by far the best I evef 
saw. First, playful iniancy ; then the 
Ctreciao head, with the noble figure of 
youth ;■ , and, afterwai-ds, the wrinkles of 
decrepit old age, are shewn in a manner 
which merits universal admiration. L 
jfemvked few objects* at Venice which 
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pleased me more than thes^ bidso relieVo*. 
They appear, however, to hare been little 
noticed by travellers. 

The church of the Carmelites contain» 
a profusion of rich marbles, of lapis lazuli, 
and Terde antique, of statues and colatnm,' 
all of the greatest magnificence. The 
execution of the difierent statues is esceU 
lent : auTongst them is one of Sta. Teresa 
in holy ecstacy, with an angel appearing to 
her in a dream, by Bernini, which, though 
fine, is not equal to the one by the same 
artist at Rome, which I hare already de^ 
scribed. The exterior, as well as interior^ 
of this edifice, are entirely of marble (prin- 
cipally African) ; the architecture is aimr 
Tery handsome, and the church, altogether^ 
one of the grandest in Veniee. 

At the top of the sacristy belonging to the 
ehurch of Sta. Maria della Salute (w^dt 
is situated on the -borders of the princi{Hi 
caital) are three excellent paintings, hf 
Titian, all of great merit. The ftubjeot of 
^ first is the murder of Cain ; that of Ae 
second the decapitation of Cioliah ; snl 
another scriptural piece. At the princ^^ 
altar of this church is a group of ttaitanf 
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tte sol^eot iitf wbichis reiy intereatittg.:— 
Venice, id tbe figure oftl pleasing female; 
is oa her knees, thanking the Virgin for 
Ae cessation of the plague, which, in the 
iiiba,pe of a. monster, is ronning away on 
thfe opposite side. 

■ Many of the palabes contain collections 
•f paintings : I shall, however, only de- 
flcHbe those in the Marrini Palace, whictt 
was the principal Ova 1- visited. The 
bert work here is a Descent from tb< 
CnMs, by Titian. How admirably in 
death expressed iii the countenance of ojv 
SavioBr ! his blood has teased to flow, hi^ 
alnn is ptocbed and dry. 1'he Virgin ie 
eontemplating ike sbene in silent anguish. 
Anotfier painting represents Vuii^. You 
sefe d womEm, in « pret^ deshaWle, curling 
«td otnamenting her bair, with a man be- 
Und her htiMing Death's bead in bis band, 
so that she sees in the ibirror, not only her 
own face, but tiiat. of Death likewise, , A 
Dterent from the. Gi^)ffl, by Raphael. No 
6ne can coiltemplate this painting without 
dffi^ping .a tear Of sympathy. The VirgiUr 
half dead, is s&pported by her attendants ; 
•ad tttsrMagdflJeift mounted on the ladder^ 



rv Google 



ttf VBKIOE. 

is MUBtiag in taking dowD the body of 
Cbist. How truly affecting ii such a pk* 
ture ! The separation of Venus and Adonii. 
How. well has the artist described in their 
countenances what, lovers, feel on partingr 
how full of affection is that last lookt 
This collection, though small, is one of the 
best I have met with. All tbe painting* 
here are by celebrated masters, namely* 
by Ilf4>bael, Titian, Carlo Dolce, Rubensi 
Palma, and Bassano. There are few of 
tbe inferior ones which you so often 
remark in other collections. I 'have al<* 
ready observed, that many of the palaces 
are huidsome, but the generali^ of tfa« 
houses are far from being so ; they are 
«ld, inconvenient, and of a miserable ap- 
pearance, which is greatly increased by 
the uncommoD narrowness of the 8ta«ets. 
The inns, 1 understand, are all bad, and 
the one 1 wa» at I found particularly close 
and uncomfortable. 

' The cotfP d'eeilofihe numerous gondo* 
las gliding on the surface of the priiici|iat 
eanal at all hours: of the day, is very 
amusing. The bridge of the Rialto oaa-^ 
sists of oae immense arch, 90 feet wkle on 
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Ae level cfthe canal, and 24^et higb. 
It has a light and e]egfflit appearttnce ; but 
what strikes the stranger with sfirpriae, is 
to observe two rows of shops under marbW 
porticos, dividing' its surface into three 
narrow streets. There is a convenieot 
staircase on each ude of the arcade in' the 
centre, and this elegant and solid bridge 
was completed in 1591. 

Another singularity about Venice, which 
I must not omit to mention^ is its porf 
and harbour, almost covered by a num> 
ber of islands, some of which are near to 
the city, and others a few miles distant, 
whilst the whole are separated firom it by 
hi^e channels; ' On one of the islands^ 
opposite ^e ducal palace, is situated the 
iiandsome church of San Giorgio Mag- 
giore, eqnally striking for external, as 
well as internal beauties, and built by 
Palladio. There were formerly Twious 
convents, which have happily been abo- 
iMted, and good houses erected in their, 
place. Six or seven oi these islands are 
•f telerable size, and contain several fine 
cfaircbes. The appearance of this' toute 
tifSeaMe from the city is^tremelycurious; 
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You see sliit» cktse to the quity, uaS.iHt 
Wdntki, some way off, with rows of trees, 
which seem to be growing in the middle <rf 
Ibe sea. The harbour, in many parts, it 
very shallow^ and the frequent sand-banfct 
mnst, 1 should imagine, render it dan- 
gerous. ! . 

The dialect spoken at Venice is rery 
harsh and unpleasant to the ear, after tlie 
floaorous sounds ytiu have been accu^med 
to «t Rome and Sieona. 

- The theatres here are not suffioientiy 
remarkaMe to deserve a separate descrip* 

ttOB. 

- The two provinces caUed the Paduaiu» 
and the Polesino, in the environs and toy 
ntory of Venice, are highly cultivated, and 
•£ford a plmtiful supply of all the luxuries 
af life. The water, however, in this city^ 
is .abominably bad. 

It is said to have been a long custom of 
die Venetians not to invite strajig<«« ta 
jwn in the intercourse of their society, asd 
they were at Uiis: moment so d^tetedi add 
tbetr finances had been so drained, that 
tbey^ were obliged to continne their c^ 
heintt whether they felt so inabusd Or not. 
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- Thci wolaen at Venice, like those at 
6«ioa, hare the character of being of ealqrv 
Tirtae; and fivm what 1 could judge* 
whilst I resided there, I am inclined to, 
think they deserve it During my rambler 
about Venice, I was frequently accosted by 
old men, representing themsehes to belong; 
to nobility, dressed in thread-bare velTe^ 
earnestly soliciting charity, but alwayif 
watching the opimrtunity -to do it, whc» 
they were not perceived by passengov.' 
There was Very little activity now at Ver 
nice ; it was once a phtce of considerable 
commerce, but they have at present only 
the remeoibrance of such a time left; It 
was formerly a flourishing ci^, but is now 
reduoed alntost to nothingness. - There is 
stKh a sombre and melancholy glooib 
about every thing, that I was not sorry ta 
quit it, after a visit of six weeks. On 
t&king leave of this ci^, I shall not detaiU 
my trader by long reflections on the ex.- 
tsnsive power and forei^ posafesiSions, fiie 
which diis republic was. formerly so end- 
aent^ in the world ; as they are all -wt^ 
know-n to every reader of history. " SSi 
^tgioirMmunili.'' 
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' Having first sent our carrii^^ toi tLe 
oMer side, we ourselves embarked from 
y^ice, and passing by one of the islands, 
observed a liorse grazing, which, to at per- 
Mfn coining from that city, is quite a no- 
velty. I do not believe Venice contains a 
tingle animal of that ^ecies ; at all events, 
during my residence, I did not see one. I 
have already observed, this is not a ci^ 
where the traveller would like to reside 
long, and have also stated tny reasons far 
flOch an observation; but Venice must ap- 
pear widely diffisrent to most Italians, who; 
likethe Spaniards, have no taste whatever 
fer the charms of the country. If the^ 
happen to live a few miles distant froU;.4 
town, the garden or grounds belonging M 
their villas are uninteresting to the ad^ 
mirer of rural beauties. Nature invariably 
iS'disfigured, the walks are all in a straight 
line, the trees trimmed in the most arti- 
ficial and grotesque shapes, and'indeed Hm 
is almost the sole occupation of the gar- 
dener. The Italian calls this a pleasing re- 
treat, but, in fact, bis habits are such, dnU 
be is not fit to live' out of the bustle of a 
town, and is unhappy unless he sp^dA 
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some hours every day at the promenade, 
coifee-house, and billiard-table, or in his 
hella donna'a Society. He likewise appearB 
to be quite a stranger to the sports of the 
field, and to be entirely dependent on the 
town for amusement. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Leaving Venice without regret, we arrived 
at Paduay a distance of nine leagues. Thii 
is a large city, with a decayed populatimi, 
and said to be of greater antiquity than 
Rome itself. It struck me as beiog Teij 
gloomy. The church of St Antonio is ^ 
large and ancient building of Gothic archi* 
tcipture, and contains some admirable altii 
l^ievosof fine marble, which deserve tbi 
PfQ^t minute attention. They repres^ 
'^e miracles of St. Antonio, and are exer 
CUted by Sansovini, and other celebrated 
^if^ts. There are several magnificent 
tojnb^ likewise in this church. St Anto- 
nio is the great patron of Padua. They 
tell you, that in a mausoleum at one of the 
altare, the bones of that saint are preserved, 
and in another, his tongue ! ! The sacristano 
^weper of the church) gave us a long ac- 
count of the wonders St. Antonio had per- 
fi»iaed. ' It is-melaocholy to observe the 
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bigotry of the lover orders of the Itali»»« 
Is it not impious to imagine that saints (one 
of which each town in Italy appropriately 
to itself) have perfonned miracles, by 
raising people from the dead, and healiag 
the sick, which protestants conceive oiir 
Saviour and his immediate disciples have 
alone had the power of doing ? One can* 
not but pily such ignorance; but it is, 
perhaps, the policy of a government en- 
tirely ifi the hands of the priests, to kee^ 
the common people in this state of de« 
gradation. In the sacristyof the cathedral, 
(which IS in the centre of the city) you 
*ill observe a most excellent painting of 
the Vii^in and Infant, by Titian. The 
cathedral itself is an immense pile of 
building, without any peculiar beauty. In 
fte church of St. Justina (a 6ne marble 
edifice in the modern part of Padua) ace 
some good basso relievos in wood, exe-« 
cuted by Richard, a Frenchnian, and repre- 
senting the life of St. Paul. The stalls of 
the canons, by the same artist, are likewise 
well executed. There are several good 
^ntings in this church, which is the finest 
in Padua, and jou will also ranark a gniiip 
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ff( Statues of Ae descent from the cross, by 
IhiiTodio, a Genoese. Tkis is really wl- 
mirable. The coldness of death expressed 
in the fece of Christ, the anguish in that 
of the Virgin, the tears rollii^ down h« 
c)ieel», are most natural, and mutt afl%!ct 
the feelings of the spectator. The altam 
are prettily ornamented with mosaic oC 
Florence, and the pavement is of rich mar' 
ble^ This church fras planned by the c^ 
lebrated Palladio, and built by AndrM 
lUecio. 

Padua is situated in a plentiful rich 
country, and watered by tiie two riyen; 
BachigHone and'Brenta. Inmost of its 
streets are arcades, aa at Turin and Bo- 
logna. At one end of a lai^e hall in tbia 
city ^formerly the court of justice) is a 
monument erected to the: memory of the 
celebrated historian, Livy. The roof o ■ 
(his edifice is curious, in not being sup* 
ported by a single pillfu*, and the^ size -of 
the ball is said to surpass that of the one at 
Westminster. The university here waat 
eoce celebrated through all Europe. It- 
w-assaidto boast of twelve collt^;esv0is^ 
profiesBors, and 1600Q stad^te ; bat tnck 
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is ^e oratability in fanoHm afihirs, that t» 
Bowdoes not exceed 300. It is an extnisive 
handsome pile, tile inner court bein^ snr-< 
rooaded by two galleries, one over the 
other ; but in Tisitii^ the palace, and the 
umiSBroua halls, once oocnpied by ikit 
MMt learned doctM^s, delivering their ora- 
tiMis to their admiring scholars, and now 
witnessing the gloomy silence which pre- 
vails in tbese deserted apartments, only 
nelftQcholy reflections can be excited. I 
returned home to my dinner, where I met 
with a bottle of the classical wine called 
Petrarch, after tb^ immortal-poet, who had 
a villa about seven miles distaat lirom 
hence, and on the estate said formerly to 
have belonged to him, this excellent white 
wine is made. In the cathedral you will 
see a portrait of Petrarch, who was a canon 
of that church. 

Vieenza is about eighteen miles distuit 
from Padua, and the road passes through 
a colkvated and rich country, with many 
fertile rivoleta, and we observed, as we ap- 
pcoaciwd the ci^, comiderahle plantations 
of mulbary d-eea.. Hare the famcms ar- 
dtiteetPallaibo ms'bom, in' tbe sixteenth 
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ceatury* ftnd here you will find many spe- 
cimens of his ezcelleot taste. The Olym- 
pic theatre built by him merits a particulwr 
examiaatioD, as it f^vea you as correct au 
idea as possible of the ancient theatres of 
the Romans, of which it is an imitatj^ 
and very much resembles one of those ia 
ibe ruins of Pompeii. It is in the form 
of an oval, oue half is allotted for the stage, 
and the other for the audience, whilst the 
<«rctiestra is by the sides. The seats f<ff 
the spectators rise out of the pit for a con- 
siderable heig:bt, and are surmounted 1^ 
the elegant boxes, which are highly oma^ 
mented. On particular occasions plaj-s 
are acted in this theatre, whidi is capable 
of containing 1500 persons. 

Several palaces in this town, erected bjr 
Palladio, are remwkable for the beauty 
of their architecture. These edifices are 
splendid, where he has confined himself 
to the imitation of the elegant and modart 
Doric mid Ionic orders, but the mirior- 
tune i», that be and other modem artisfs 
are fond of mingling all the difierestt an- 
cient iwdera together, and tfans destroy the 
beauty of the whole. Aroadts are Ukewise 
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commoD at Vicenza, and one in particular 
condticts to a church at a conBiderable dis- 
tance, situated OH the summit of a moun- 
tain. It reminded me of the extraordinary 
one at Bol(^na, already described- Vi- 
cenza is situated in an extensive plain, co- 
vered with the most luxuriant vegetation, 
consisting of rich com fields, and a variety 
of fruit trees. The many neat villas greatly 
increase the beauty of the landscape ; one 
especially pleased me more than any other 
2 had seen on the continent, and was built 
by Palladio, in imitation of the Pantheon 
at Rome. War has ruined all the nobili^ 
of Vicenza, and it is painful to observe this 
fine villa now fast mouldering to decay. 
From its circular form it is called the 
rotunda, and contains eight rooms on each 
floor, from every one of which the view of 
the surrounding' country appears like a 
continued garden. 1 understand one of 
(Hlr nobility has built a castle in England 
after the model of this villa. 

Here is a silk manufiictory of stockings 
aad other articles of dress; ' ■ 

We made an easy day's jouriiey of only 
twenty iQtIes over a ridi plain, and arrived 
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at Verona. This is a lai^e and very cheer- 
ful ci^, upwardit of six miles in circum- 
ference, situated on the rivei' Adige, whose 
waters running through it, spread plenQr 
and richness on every side. Over this 
river are four large stone bridges, but the 
principal object which attracts the travel- 
ler's attention is 'the amphitheatre, cele- 
brated all over Italy as being mor* per- 
fect in the interior than any other edifice 
of I the kind now remaining, whilst the 
whole of the exterior is extremely dilapi- 
dated, and entirely destitute of all onta* 
ment 1 was highly gratified with ^lis 
amphitheatre, which, although n inferior 
in magnificence as well as size to the Co- 
liseum at Rome, is so much better pre- 
served, that on beholding it, you have «s 
correct an idea as possible, of the nature 
of these buildings in the titne of the an- 
cient Romans. The whole of the interiw 
has been fitted up anew with the origiiM 
Mocks of stone, placed in their Icmner A* 
tual^ott. The seati for the peo[de exfcaad 
all round the arena, (which is 318 feet 
long and 130 broad) and not bang- divided 
%nm c«ch otber., resraaUe w muty nuirWe 
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viKfBi vlHch as yon ascewit increase in 
breadth, and are very convetiient fin- ad- 
mittiDg an immeose namber of persons. 
Tha% are forty-five rows of these seats, 
and the edifice (which is aboat seventy 
feet h^fa) we were informed, sow occa- 
sionaUy OHitfuiis more than 20,000 pec^le. 
We remarked two fine entranceb to this 
amphitheatre, as well as the passages 
ttu'ough which the wild beasts were con- 
docted. it is interesting to reflect, that 
we here see the inside of' an ancient Ro- 
man amphitheatre, almost in its perfect 
state. The terrific grandeur of the con- 
tendioggladifttors, and of the chariot race, 
it is true, were left to the iqiagioation, bnt 
tmm the present building, the mind is ca- 
pable of judging what a noble object it 
mast have been to see the amphitheatre 
filled with spectators. How diflerent is 
the arena now, from what it . was formerly ! 
lostead of beholding the bloody combat 
where wiM beasts were opposed to men, 
you now find a great part of the arena 
occtrpied by a miserable playhouse, where 
a company of strolling actors represent 
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farces in broad daylight, to Whieh pav 
formance the biUet Centric costs one 
peony! This amphitheatre is likewise 
the scene of the madness of the camiTa). 
Antiquarians differ as to the time when 
this structure was built, and also attribute 
its building- to various architects. From ite 
top you have an extensive view of the Rhe- 
tian Alps. The country around Veroua, 
although flat, is very fertile, and particu- 
larly productive of mulberry trees, whidk 
are cultivated in this territory in great 
abundance, for the nourishment of silk- 
worms. This city has many spacious aad 
well paved streets, several squares, an old 
Gothic cathedral, and a number of churches; 
and the houses are genei'ally good. It like- 
wise contains several public luid private 
museums, which enclose a large cdlectii^ 
of monuments of antiquity, and was the 
birthplace of Pliny the| elder, and several 
oth« literary characters. There are also 
here the remains of three triumphal arches, 
and an antique bridge is curious, from its 
having only one arch, which is said to be 
iM^r than that of the Rialto at Venice. 
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- On: teaiTing Verona we proceed^ to a 
amall village oa the borders of the Lake of 
6«rda, and having sent our carriage to 
tfae opptwite point by land, we oureelvea 
made an excursion on the water. The 
day was fine, and hiring a miserable kind 
0S boat, we rowed over the greater part of 
tfae lake, and after a voyage of about 20 
miles, landed at Desensano, a town standi 
ing agreeably on ita borders. I had hearct 
much (^the scenery- of this lake, but waa 
somewhat disappointed. It is wild and 
hi^dt but not picturesque, being bounded 
on : one side by the Alps, at the base of 
wUch some vegetation appear*, whilst 
Uieir snowy summits rise abruptly uid are 
soon lost in the clouds. This pen^eCtive 
is sublime, and nature is seen in her 
mughest garb. On each ride of Desensano 
the country changes and becomes more 
pleasing, the rides of the lake being clothed 
with various shrubs, among which the mul- 
berry tree is very luxuriant. There is not, 
in my opinion, sufScient wood to make 
dus scenery very interesting, or sufficient 
towns or villas scattered about to add 
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'&e chaim (tf Tftriet)', Mul form aa agice- 
' able landscape ; but tbe mountains ^tc « 
Bagnificmce to this fairly fiiuriied |]m- 
ture of nature, which must gtaluiy eveiy 
traveller who visits diem, although suc^ 
scienes will not cause diose scDBaticma «f 
nature in his heart, wiiidi are somctimts 
prodnced on his contemplating the mwrts 
Mwliantiog beauties of the valley*. The 
plater of this lake is in some parts of inor 
■ense dei^, and so partioularly clear, tiuA 
tbe whole has the appew^uice of a rook<of 
crystal. We passed near a nnall peauk* 
aula, and remark^ tbe nlius <tf a building 
called the Grotto «f Catullus, who is said 
jto have been much delighted with his i«- 
sideuce on this retired ipot. This lake is 
-very subject to storms, And still eUcac^ 
tbe same as Virgil reiHeseBts it to hoe 
been in his days, 

*' FhicUbuB et ftvnritu assurgens, • fietiace marino." 
It is still considered to be the most dau' 
gerous of any in this country, as squalls, 

.* Lacw BenMu was the asckatnaiiieof^Zitke 
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t are Blfck'4^^ 

i^uent. On thedaf we croised 'H a eoh- /yy/* 
trftry wlad {midnced a considerable tatf, ^^v 
and ' the whole had much the appearanoi ' 

■•f -the sea; The inn at Desensaine U si* 
toatcd at the very eid^e of the lake,- and 
<tkc Tiew of the iiBHieDse glasky surface bC'' 
fore it, extending 35 miles in length, (from 
Peichiera to its extremity,- in the AIpii^ 
is extremely beautiful. We landed Koi 
took an early dinser on excellent fiAj 
wMch this lake abundantly supplies, and 
•fiwwardsjH'oceeded 90 miles to BresciOf 
a &innshiiig cify, situated on the rirer 
;Garaa, and abMit. four miles in circamf«b 
ence. The distance it*>m. Vn^na ts Brec- 
cia is abcuit 40 miles. On a^mtachiii|^ 
tiM latter city, tbtfe are a number df 
dHTSMng nUM. ' Vegetation was in ^ 
greatest luxuriuice, and accodipaitied fay 
all the agreeable attendanti of qiriog ; 
whilst die country on each side of die road 
^i^ared most delightful. 

The principal commerce in this city, 
^ed the cQonti^ anwtidi is kt lUk. In 
tim maoa&ctory they have broi^bt idm- 
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cbineiy to great peifectton, and it 10 
awnsted by the numerous rirulets and 
streaim with which the country abounds. 
In the cathedral and other cburdies, as 
well as in many private houses, are smne 
fine paintings by the beat masters. In the 
church of St. Afra (the Brescian saiat) 
is one by Titian, which must enraptinre 
every amateur. The subject is that:of the 
munan taken in adultery. In her conn- 
tenance repentance is finely expressed j 
she is lovely indeed; a loose garment 
leaves a part of her snowy bosom unco- 
Tcred, over which her hair hangs in tresses ; 
meekness is well marked in our SaviouT, 
and gravity in the face of the high priest 
The colouring of tius painting is most 
lively. It is one of the best works of Ti- 
tian I have met with. When the FWnch- 
entered this ci^, its inhabitants were 
allowed to keep this painting on paying a 
considerable som of money. 

We proceeded about 30 miles to Ber-- 
^offio, where the language is said to be 
More corruptly spcdcen than in any other' 
ported Italy, and on the morrow ttwwIUDg 
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plain, we reached Mitan, after a journey oi 
ISOmilra from Venice. The country, durii^ 
the whole way, is well w'atCTed, and said 
to be particularly luxuriant in rice ; wbiltt 
t^lioble ridge of the Alps, which sepwrale* 
Itriy from Germany, o£fers to. the view a- 
Umdacape full of grandeur and sublimi^. 
The high road from Venice to . Milan i» 
commodious, and .kept in a good state of 
repair. 

Milan, situated in a plain twelve miles 
from the Alps, surpasses in size any other 
eity in this country, Rome excepted. It iaof 
a droular form, and near ten miles in cir- 
cumference, including the suburbs; and 
its population is computed at 14O,000bou]s. 
MAny of the streets in this city are broad, 
and paved in a peculiar but excell^it mui- 
ner. Two rows of large flag stones are 
pUoed at the distance of about three feet 
fiKHn each other, merely for the carriage 
wheels to roll on, which, in oonaequence, 
go much easier, and without making tigjHk 
nVQise which is such a universal nuisftooe 
in other citjes. . There is nothii^ band- 
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•ome aboat the general appearauee of the 
beusei bere ■; a few palaces alone are of 
good architecture. The churdieB of Milan 
(with the exception of the cathedral) are 
ttot remarkable for their beau^. There 
are, however, some which every traveller 
afaould vifflt, and re^»ecting which I shall 
afterwards say a few words. As a jmmary 
object, I mean to speak of the cathedral, 
Vhich the Italians consider aa one- of the 
greatest wonders in existence ; and wbich 
mt without doubt, the finest as, well as 
tbe lai^^t temple in this country, altar 
S^ Peter's. It is of the .most elegnqt 
and light Gothic architecitare of whwb 
nre can possibly form an idea; and, if 
finished, fvould certainly b6 superior, to 
9oy thing of the kind in the world: but 
•neb an event will probably never tefce 
place. It was begun three centuries ago ; 
for. more than half that time the voek 
WW suj^^^ed, and not agjun resumed 
t^i within these few years. The aetive 
aaind of Napoleon formed the idea of 
omtinuing the anluous undertaking ; kvt 
MBw . again %%i» carried on but slowly : 
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in feet, Kftrcdy tf third part of this stupen* 
doU8 edtfice is yet finished ; and, on don- 
templating its different sides, it is mehmf 
choly to obserre one, as yet scarcely begun, 
and another, falli'ng to decay. But what 
astonishes the trareller most, is to consider 
^at this immense fiibric, 490 feet in lengft^^ 
nearly 300 in breadth, and 400 in height* 
to the top of the tower, (according to a late 
calculUtioB,) is entirely of fine white mar- 
ble. I need not, therefore, remadk: t>ft tile 
Enormous expense of snch a work,'for thfe 
idea must occur to ev^ one, but will en- 
'deavonr to describe the impression it made 
on 'my mind- when I ascended to the suio- 
mit You find' all those parts of the roof 
and rides which are complete, covered frota 
the top to the bottom, with innumera^ 
statues, resembUng an army 6{ saints aoA 
martyrs more tiian any thing else. TbettQ 
Matues (air of which are beu4 to be weU 
executed) are standing in niehes, .or on 
pinnacles, which rise into the air in a mo^ 
majestic manner, and are ornamented with 
itonderful taste — a work of onetHnmon hu- 
boar and perseTerailce. These braswialtii^ 
ahhougl nut so correct witii <j(oUric an^t- 
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iecture, are unique and eliegant, but, 1 fear, 
will only be the objects of uniTersal admira' 
tion for a few jears, instead of withstanding* 
ibe siege of 3iges, as those of the Roman 
edifices hare done. The airy pinnacles, 
tiaA slender statues, of more modem erec^ 
tion, appeared to me, from their lof^ ex- 
posure, to be already getting out of repair ; 
and I am greatly afraid even a gentle shock 
of an earthquake, nay, a violent wind'alone, 
would soon crumble many of them into 
dust. The coup d'ail of the fa^^ade which 
has been finished is most magnificent. A 
person scarcely knows how sufficiently to ex-' 
]H«8s his admiration of the beautitul object 
before him. There is an obelisk, or tower, 
laosA singularly situated, being erected over 
the dome. Its appearance is mdre curious 
than beautiful. Tiie whole of the exterior 
of this church is most impt^ing ; it rises 
with such elegance, with such an air of 
lightness, that, whether you take it as a 
whole, or in separate parts and admire 
the excellence of the sculpture in bano 
relievo, you, in both cases, must allow it 
to be very highly finished ; and, although 
there is too^eat an abundance of oyaa- 
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ments, still they have a most splendid ap- 
pearance. The principal entrance is em- 
bellisbed with beautiful basso relieros, 
3&er the Grecian style. 1 was dis^)- 
pointed with the interior, although like- 
wise entirely of marble ; ite unfinished 
state, and the smalluess of its windows, 
gire it a gloomy and unpleasant appear- 
ance ; yet there are several objects which 
mustnataradty engage the attention as you 
enter, namely, the immense extent of the 
iaterico', divided into three naves, its mar- 
ble pavement, the colossal size of the 160 
marble columns, nearly 100 feet high,' 
which support it, and the Gothic architec- 
ture, dark in the interior, sublime in the ex-- 
t^or. The principal cupola is supported 
by immense arches, besides which there 
are .five other cupolas. Upon the whole, 
I ifaonld certainly say that a traveller wilF 
seldom see a buitding in any part of Eu- 
rope, which, in. external beauty, is equfd 
to this^ cathedral.' In a subterraneons 
ckapel underneath, is the splendid coffin 
wfaidi contains the remains of St. Carlo 
BorcMoeo. There were formerly great 



rv Google 



tmMni JBclaMd is the eaengtyi Mt 
tiM princiinl part have been remorad-; 
and I coutd not gain permission to see 
Aom few which are said still to vemuB. 
The catiiedral is in a fine open ntuation, in 
the centre of the ci^, witti a large square 
before it ; but the stieets in this neighbeoi^- 
bood are narrow and irregular. 

There is no chy in Italy which Napo^ 
leon has embellished bo much as Milan, as 
be made it the general depot for his troops 
on this side of the Al{», after having com- 
pleted the admirable road orer the Si» 
ph>n mountain. He has improTed the 
pnl^ institutions, built several very handv 
some gates, and made some of the ffnsil 
roads in existence, which lead to all tbe 
different puts of the country, Thej are 
iAddl»ted to him for the nuraercms agree*- 
4bl« promenades fn the environs, whitfa 
all the Milanese so delist in, and ta 
iHuch (hey repiUr in sueh crowds evavjr 
evening, bath in their carnages and an 
foot, producing Af^er sceae than IhnM 
«4tpeHed in aay-crther part of Italy, wM 
tbe «zec^^iw oi Naplctt :m Ittemsb finr 
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kuk^ii^ iit'BDnfsskgrae, spaMd tli«r«i|p» 
^flriBflt'he nsliicked creaiy^oAer in ihm 
■miVjUkry^ fVkr all lieae faw»ws liestowad 
IW'tiHlD &y «hpir late In^cratorte Me, tUw' 
^fMi^hk>sbow dnur jpratitude (aacor^qg to 
4r«|>*rt) bj «tUt remaiaiag «tt«ofaed ta bUO 
ftadfiii* oaiiKy ioE wbkii feraoa' Milan Mis 
now filled ' with a Btroog AiudvifW fiirae 
to^ btep. t^. bthabitanta in .subjertton. 
AiAfH^ air inland eitji, fiscmtrly.a cvMl- 
■iAwiiUc oMiaienie waa . carried oa hent ; 
-kvtAt.die pneseat tnonent gveiry. tiiiog 
.■was dull and ia««i«nte. . > : at. 

■-u:'Tk«;|ma<HpuI tfeeoii-e at MJbn is, I W 
•liMe) tbe lai^Mt in. Italy,. bttt very inferior 
-i» dilate diM.: at Ma|ilea in the «plendiiftr 
«itla interior. It.oontaiDa aboutlM) boMB 
ia §rm circles All 4be faif^ii orden sf 
Hhp 'MilMneie hata their 'priiraleibawir: 
«ld a fercjgnar/isaiucb wrp«wd.D|i SimI- 
«k^«fanl lliey ttttwie thcrascWas by giving 
unwggfBiwwai, QghyyiiyHig'itarda ia thwi; 
:Wii<wid, o£ atteoding to the ^terforauum, 
.aAilBt ilbcy are aatiatjy qiHieebled &fign 
^dhh^.^mfatia weii!,)by.atans of a huge eiif^ 
«(io^. Mite fliiuhi:it lUs theatre »-b)wi|F 
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■•tteiided, lithink auch pftiBbuii.wobld Hi* 
JBeceasary resource, ia caaetbe ge^tKf-rf 
'MU4a were obliged regularly to be p iHm> 
«t sverf miserable performance (tf tbl|l 
kind. During the whole of my trarAJ^ I 
have never obserred a move ridiculonv 
duUom than this. 

I afterwards went to see the prqgtM8««f 
the modem antique buijt by BoqmipBrlCt 
m initatiiHi of the Roman ampkitbatlM. 
The &ipule of this building is ha nri i n ww, 
and composed of gvaaite pillars. The 
:«l«tta is <tf an oval shape, apdsorroundf^ 
by a low wall. It .wouhi have be«n.# 
^Spe work hadit been finished: .the Mr 
■chitectare is ^ood; and, idl Ae..«tMWB 
are of colossi size, as ii- <4vectod Jbr 
. posterity, ■ to which addnsss, baweveQf.iit 
-will probabljr never arrive. Water rMis 
.sound it, aad ovenflows . the whoJe, ,i«|iiek 
.nquired to* form a Bfuioacliia : ,u»fi,fbtm 
y-^iea^dfifte$ have already. taken pinosiis 
diey!^ 1jB13, in poesence (tf the ci-ul&/^ 
cmperon The games were soleiaaiydiin 
fiheaniM; andj oa i p iiihiBr iwtii a i i— ,-ihe 
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lottt-rttces' were fexbibited^at thfl^nauma- 
ebia. ' In tbe atljoiDing building you now 
see the wrecic of the pasteboard ' helmets, 
crowns, and 'ornaments of the charioteers, 
tfbd the chariots likewise, iii sbap^ of the 
jufcient bigof. Even a Roman of tlie present 
4^, would have been disgusted at so ui- 
aeraUe a pantomime, meant to represent 
Ihe magnificent games ofhts ancestors^ at 
a6 paltry an efibrt of this modem Ceesftf ; 
bttt the Milanese were amused, and iSiere- 
Ibre bore their chains without uttering a 
eoaiplaint ! Befbre the amphitheatre is an 
iimnense plain, denoininated the Champ 
'ie'Marai on one miit of which a tri- 
uaiplittl arch was' commenced in honour "of 
Nnpoieon's having gained a victory in 
Ibfit n^igbboifrhood. This arch is about 
kalf fiDialied, and constructed of ■ huge 
ktodctof fine white' marble, brought fh>m 
C^nio. Its s^le of architectui>e is elegant^ 
» well* as; ite ornaments ; and tbe whofe 
HtW to have been crowned by a statue of 
Ikerfmperor ina dar drawn l^ six'horses, 
«tf'0fbi<0B2e: 

l^99l«• eetabrwtedi paintibg of tbe; Last 
>r2 



■, Google 



180 HIMK.' 

Sapper, hj L«on«nlo da Vinci, ts ritntted 
in-a negflected hall, formetiy belonging to 
a conreAt of the Dominicans. It is nov 
fkst mouldering to decay ; and, in a few 
yean, there will be iro farthier remain* left 
Af one of the finest fresco paintings in'tbe 
wwld. The colours are' quite ftided; bnfr 
what meektie^ do yon remark in our Sa* 
▼ioiir ! what expression in the countenance' 
of each apostle ! The dishes, the bread, 
and the «ine, are all admirably executed ; 
and the' whole work is fbll of hamionj. 
Not only the rain, but the 8^crTl^;im» 
bands of the French soldiery, have con* 
tributed to the destruction of this ck^ 
d'mta-e. They used to fire at it, ahd'()M:- 
cording to the account df amodem anthor,) 
made the head of Christ their princJptS 
mark!! I am unwilling to believe ttttt 
htrman nature has Urired at «uch ft state 
ofdepravily. 

The church of St. Anbrosio, dr the Bin- 
silica Ambronana, is the most kncietat at 
Milan. The wobd'work of the stalk, aB# 
the mosaic over the principal altar, ai«<of 
great antiquity. Tbk atCMr, aov^^ Wifh 
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Igtid^minry sad pearls^ iauki^k in^ voodoi 
one, and oaiy opened »n parttcuiar occa- 
■ionB. We beard th^t aevcQ difiereat times 
did t^ ^vaders intend taking these tr^a- 
lUjKs aw^jr, which, however, by ^me goiod 
inaiui^cmeat, vrere prafierved. UodernQatb 
liei the body of St. Aoibrosio. . 
. . Thecfaarch.Qf 6t, Lcnr^tzo isof aingolar 
wohitecture, and. of aa octagonal f^rm. 
in &tmt of tbk) cihatcb are twelve antiqw 
CSwHitlfum (Hilars, .which belonged tp. a 
teniae dedicated to Hercules, TBey are 
in a bad state of preaervation, bat give ow 
«n idea: of tbe fiinaer: jsplandour. of these 
Pagan edifices. . . 

■■ ' In. front of the chw^ch of $t Cela^ are 
;IWo>«totiieB of Adant and Eve, by a Fl«- 
itentioe. wtist, and «xeQuted in a wp^im- 
Awner, Tiie figare of Eve. especially is 
J*vely,.a]»di In, ceiy opinion, would bett^ 
v^reiait the goddew of beaaly. The in- 
terior ^ctAtains mwiy of^«r fine :Stati)e« by 
aedera artists.. 

c bt the. jchunjb of St Al^xandr<7 the 
«dac{«atar is cwj^ftafA 9f tbp.ioost tmiiiy 
4Mtaa£d«M Ite ^teyjpr «« PPtir^y inl««i 
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witii tile greatest rajiety af'ptedatM aliine^ 
vhidi, from their size and brilliancy, mtHrt 
be of ImmeDse Tsloe. This rich altar w 
Baid to be the present of some penitent 
Ibrcnmes committed. If this be a fact, it 
should seem that be mmt have been at 
least a ^cfli sinner 1 

In ifae archduke's palace, which is 
magnificently furnished, the ceiling of one 
of the rooms is well pattited' by' Abbiuil. 
The subject is r^mdrkable. it represcoitt 
Napoleon supported by four victories, wid 
each of the twenty-four hours bringmghifll 
a crown. The ball-room in, this palaceii 
also on the grandest scale. 

The pitblic hospitel here is of great ex< 
tent, contains upwards of -1000 'persoiiH^ 
and is considered to'be bne of the flnest'te 
Europe. The friseon its fiij^ade itvef^ 
handsome. We also visited the obsernL 
tory, and from its summit had a goodview 
of the surrounding country. • 

In the manufactory of mosaic at MHu 
tliey were taking a copy of the fataoui 
painting of the Last Supper, by LeonarAi 
da Vinci. This work wa» ordered by W* 
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H lh W i ^ It Jwt.akcad; eii^t»ye4 ««t* 
]Kftn, wid -it will not be oKi^ted fw' 
twim moitttM. What a trial of patieooi 
i* De^oired for bucIi a laborious occupiU 
tioDt 

The 4abl<e% chimoey-piecN, and orna- 
maftta of varioua kindi here for sale, are' 
mwit ■pleiidid,'.an4 wprksd in [H%cieuB' 
akwea, as well as the richest inarbUs. 
Their.price, however, js enormous. The 
inaiwifactories of mosaic at Rome and Flo^ 
rence are c^iainly much superior to that - 
ofNilan. 

The Ambrosian library here was founded 
by the family of Borromeo. I heard that 
. itci^tains nearly 60,000 volumes and m»< 
OMcripts. 1 obserred here ' a painting of 
the Magdidene, by Leonardo da Vinci.' 
She has a very (deasing smile in her coun-' 
ttmuice, and her dark hair hangf in riDjg* 
]«ts ovei^ber aboalders. The flight into 
Egypt, by Basaano, is also excellent 

Amongst the paintings at the Academy' 
pf the .Fine Arts, there is one by Albaao, 
executed ^th his usual taste. A crowd of 
Lfvtti ase dancing. around &'tree, whilst 
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otben, wv^tx t^UiUMiH0,:4>e plipMgL 
T^QQs iMtniiuesito. Tti6 Last SuppfVibye. 
Rubenft. How atribiog is the enir c — {> ■: 
of ever}- cQUDteaance 1 1 An: inwipaiiWi. 
paintiag, by Paul of Verona, represeoiingi 
a suppcTigiviHi by Pope Giogar^y u wbkh . 
oar Saviour is Lniroduoed as sue of;ilU. 
{Hlgrima to.whoEo the, &Bgt ncui girMb; 
WJut.pocsUmptioni How impioiMt is wtll 
an idea! ! One of the best works ,beie>.i't - 
tlic Marriage of the Vicgio,: by Jtahem* 
Jiisq)h is putting the wedding ring -ooi 
iAary's finger, sweet modesty is marked in 
ber oonnteuaoce ; aod the colouring of Ithii 
pointiog: ia most brilliant. , Aaothencsl^i: 
bmted {Hiittting in this coUecfionis onebjr. 
Gvidot the subject of which is the Internew- 
' of St. Peter and St. Paul. The former is 
se^ed, and the Imtter in the act of speak* 
iflg : his position i« very mUuraL . Than^ 
are also numerous other eminent worku, 
by Guido) Aanibale Oaracoi, .Guercin?,)^ 
Ccatp, Vaudyke, Titian, end. othw fint- 
Tgtt mast^l-s. This wsti oiie of. the. belt 
oollsfltioiisr' of .paintiags 1 san'in.llftly. ■ ' ' 
' Th« MiUotse w(»anen are not at.allR- 
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coald scarcely distingnMll » ■iiiig|e:.fiiitf 
, conatenance. ' The young' ladies allow 
tbeir hair to baog* in long curls over their 
. -necks ; and many wear powder, which ap- 
pMtfed to me the'oiost unbecoming' fashion 
tbftt ever was invented for them. 

The two canals p'Foceeditfg ilroa the 
livers -Adda and Tesino, convey mer« 
ofaMndize and every kind of {»^nce tb' 
Milan. 

W« oBe day made an escarsion to^MXa, 
(ft small town, eight miles distant,) whicb* 
contains the fanloos iron cttiwn. The 
boop around it is believed by CalholioiHIo' 
be -made -of one of the. nails with which' 
oar Saviour was crucified! ! GbarleipagiMM 
Napoleon, and other monarchs, have had 
tbis erowB on their heads. Near 'Monza is 
fr. royal palace, where the viceroy, Prince 
^ Ei^ne, resided, it is comforta'bly fbr- 
airiied, but without any of that splendoar 
i^cfa we genovlly find in similar edi" 
fices. The groands are p^y laid out d 
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Tht cheeses mmie in tiM ridi coaabeyi 
which suiroonds Mifam, wn comider^ tft 
be «f die finest inToar. 
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CHAPTER VU. 



'{akcR of CbMo; Zi^iRto^ OBi .i;^^ ;4A^ 
gSdftt "witnessk^ flOtt« of.- the; iliDafe:4c»- 

any other country, can boast of, .: ■' i-] I-)- 
CoiiO' i8:aboat;35 mites dwlant firom 
Afila*, aadthe road^ it miks otcta lai^ 
^om. Thisto^nisdieK^tftHlystttfatediii 
a charmii^ Talley at one end of the Como 
or>4^ariaii3lake,' vrfaiefctt^Fe'foiatu an<.et- 
tenwTe-liasm «f ' tnMlsparenit water.:-. ^t 
' '<mataiB^!a'e««hiocatfa«dml)nriUofiiiazIde. 
'CMk> is -'bcHinded by.' tve mownteiiift, 
•irtwBe>iiides are corered /with , the Aaaat 
Terdure. -'la die i^eceawav <^itioat hiddip 
:#ow human view by tiiehai^iiig.wMMla, 
yon see here aad there: cottages ittiiBwt 
enviable aituaiiani. -A partof itfae:tMni 
atmdB round Mie aid of the lake in;lhe 
Ante «f a enicMtia*khc Jwttn^d edge^ and 
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nrow are wMy cbMramBg. 

We took « walk in the cool of the ena- 
n(fU} the top of Uie mouDtain, and had « 
beautiful prospect of Hbfi comaieBcenMfit 
»f the lake, on whose gl^say surface die 
twitteriHg swallow was skiminingf whitet 
ia.tbe iitUe woo^UndA throiigb IrMclk we 
]i*nied, our e«n were Minted at wcif 
nnftrait with the harmoaioua notes «f ^ 
fAaintiTe Philo«aeli and innuBttfafaleottHr 
choristers, • ■ i 

« Gutui frs i nuni g^ uindkCtt vagU 

Aamrri • biwiclti • vfrde « roi^ egwDi :,, 

Miumuifpti iTUCdJi, e c^ %hi 

Di liiapidezzA viocono i crittaUi." 

The um here* ^ugli smaUi staodi vegy 
^leasantlj near the witter, aad twv 
Hitasnr. of luttnre .will, .l^n Mre, pr«Cir 
itf-luunUc aaitia, to abttttsu bouK j«(tl|B 
jnUitaf the town,. wh»e he w«Mld bei^fr* 
.pivcd ^thU.lpt»tif«l pnwpflft* . . ; 
I9» the 4»«rrov; teasly , tbe i¥e«tfMf hsMit 
famimUe. ire hind «o esftHent \mk 
tuulaade an «|cttwQii on.tb^ lafce. 4^ 
kningi Coao, we fimnd (h« wowtMM^ 
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«lnrwlH WiilMhrf, ohetetM^ k««"«ditif ' 
toees, Ae diflfcml ti&fx* of irtiidi foivm 

0€ the year; the i*egianing;>iyf'BuiABtw: 
Vbe fHinRMiiB vidttB tekwging' «6 Hw 
gewtfyfofCtmio, »i«li gftrd««B ranfiitoig: tip 
Aeimelci higlity «aWvale«lt taf^ettorwilh; 

rfKd'town, mAied nmeh te tilie beda^mf 
tbefleenery; iWe fitM-tanded at i^M&MM, 
<H^dOTrtMl for*teiBte tw i i«Mit foiintiitnde* 
■oibed by the two PHays. ■ > 

It k^uflpoMilile to form widsh «#» 
situation «ore«d«pt6d ftr a i&itirf hoA «# 
contemplation. A tood^ house has beeh 
bttilt OD the «p(^ where the ancient one 
Ibitaefty «tQ(Mt, ^e WMIH of - wltteH «»« 
hXhed Ify the 'waten of tbelake: 1%« 
j w tmii t rilfa is situated ^ the i«e«at-df •« 
ttomtala^^tirely covered ^wMi ItUfarfMN 
Miag«, exo^ where the- m^ed sanMll 
(rf« n>dt oecasionaUy ri8«i to tkdd to lM 
iiniaatio'tpleniltmr 4f the |niHi!p«itt,'or « 
«anide;> whose nbiKi as 4t fdls, prttdOMs 
• fltriknig «Dirtrt»t tor the feitiAl sHeatMf 
«reN*3> tfaihg WodML Tbft«ftad7'i^alktf 
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tiiHUrti««» m4 4aA not leaT« thsm wiAoot 
mirct. You b^FB.otMtr^^a euftoa» |rhe^ 
qMPWon (rf oatufe /wbicbPln^. (m yam 
vill reWKlc 1^ ^ ii]iicri|Hia&) and «a«» 
bin linie> nwy «fther powMw. bATeicnt 
4wv>w^ to «li^wB. Irete to.lliein- 
tvwilleot flfMii^; which ^te nai flfl«n 
lihetbenea^ U.iaaueg fnomthe manafcim; 
and eiiqitieR itHalf into a large baim-iv^iito 
it generally increatcs and dtcnaaca ttict 
luaoB etnryia^. This phenomenaK fan 
hnm* I MiiE^e, gttfnerally aa pyo atd t* aiim 
iram thv wait wind, but PHny wtui: ttttM» 
tnin »bout the manner in wbick- the eAet 
vwprQfliiic«d. awd^be solidity of Aa-ly* 
fMiQutiji mayr be altogethv claubted ercs 
, t» )Aa .-pre^wt. day. Indeed all. I ham 
M41 or botsd upon tbie amh^ meom 
murt. cotiic^itov. Thiaiia c«naidei«d t*. 
iMrthf nofit;cli«naiag part oftbe Ckan* 
lake, and, h«re, (»i:a moderate fN-tane^^ «bIi 
■WTdiipMkidbyAffevwlectlneads, ftpenn 
mghtliyeift penftpl ha^pineaa, Jbc;fiBa 

b ifiMii ^ rti A i « rt>g -bi l ri a n <ioiiQthw» iMk^r 
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Jwd. «eT«nUri>iteri ned^ this' lake,- whkJk 
here bccoitMii ImMMlcB, and the scenei^ for 
aritime'cfaaBg^es. . Yoq ue baldnHHiBtainB 
40Tcred' ivfthsBov! rifling in fronts aai 
irieh vdleysibnieaehmcle dfyou. - Iitode 
.tff ;tbe«e T^e^s We- were informed Uwre 
w«re MO'Ieas Oian t^'enty-siren viUages. 
'3%is contiAvat variety is iftost a^reeaUe. 
Aaoti a4ter n>« passed by tlte little island of 
,St. ^fanitha Bf^ist, aboul a mile: in cir- 
icunlferencet oa which there, is' ooly tfnfe 
.h!ttildi«§:, namely, a church dedicated to 
:tlw patron ftom. whom it takes its ntme. 
ikbout. eiffaieeft nuies frina Como are a 
DUBriKc ol Tillages, wbtise.aituations ure 
-pevfaapi more rlov^y tten j&ose we had 
Rfitnesaed' before. '.'■ Some stand half way 
up! the raoiihteift; othlers are ajmost lostin 
UMivopds;. aod' others are -Mtuated- close 
to the wsteo's side, fmnkhig idtogetber one 
..of. the fiaest landscapes, in nature. The 
heautifHl b«y before these villages, w w^l 
AmomiuAed ** the Bay of Venus." Its 
mtcr is tnuuptfreirtly clear., and of im- 
.nense deplb. Is a pfop of the mouniaip 
:<m.tiw Jofi'feand^ are some traioes which Ae 
peasai^.wf the cawrti;j(;Mi<^e to-bc^the 
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fiutittps qfthe^tojde comings olit'ofN60h*s 
Ark. ■ What ^onldtfacy not t»dieT«! .\ 
Wrwere how half-way op the lake, vxA 
Ind a fine view of. ite aztr^i^:. It li 
thirty miles in leng^, six in bpeadUi id its 
widest part, and a hundred <feet in dbpfli. 
-We a^in disembarked a^ Ae village of 
Bellftggio, and took aii a^eeable walk up 
^e mountain, from whence there Is^ a ftn<e 
^ro^ct of another branch of tl« Coifaib 
iKke, at the end of which stands tbe town 
ofteeco. Here the scenery again changes, 
and nature appetirs in a much wilder garb: 
the monntains rise mote abrap(J|^, and atie 
not «o richly ciritivated as in Mher pom, 
-wfeere the oliVes-teee and viiK are so llixi|. 
ttafit. Vou pass by a handsoiie palace 
l>elonging' to a Milanese nbbleman, and 
afterwards arrive at a villay the ground 
of 'whieh are laid out with ta«te, abdih 
whose shady aveoaes we fbund ». pteMsitig 
r6f i-eat. ' All tfiese country bcruses, weib 
^ey in the possession of men ftmd of tie 
beauties of nature, might be made stne 
of'ihemostdelig'btfiil residenoei&in Enope, 
I'he neat Tillage of'€ad«nab1>^ is bpp6stte 
to Bella^gle, whejhe #e w«nt «ir6r-a piUaae 
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^^e <»ik\y.om I. bare met wi^) which i8.i:«nT 
fortably furoisbed. ThereareaeTejcalgood 
Ino^ern paJDfiqgs here, amopget which I re- 
taaj-ked one by Landi, a Roman, repire- 
fl«nting "the departure of Mars," Yofifwe 
Venus (whose, lovely figpre is in a most to«- 
luptuous attitude) leaning on his shoulder.; 
she is entreating him with tendemesa nqjb 
to leave her, whilst the three Gracei are 
taking off his helmet and other accoutre-^ 
ments : .these females are very interesting^ 
and the countenance of Mars, has more 
the expression of love than war^ The 
proprietor of the palace received us with 
giC^t politeness, and allowed us to walk 
through his di0ereDt apartments. 

The next town is Menaggio, where we 
halted for the nights The country in this, 
neighbourhood is not so well cultivated^ 
and, many parts of the mountains are en- 
tirely barren. A person seldom 6nds hink- 
6elf in such pleasing retirement as this, but 
vhen he happens to be so fortunate,' bis 
mind naturally; feels inclined for contem- 
plation. In the coot of the evening I took 
an agreeable walk .near the water's edge. 
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flokl admiped exceedingly the lM»ld jidgiri^ 
mountains at the extremity of the lake^ 
rinng in a ftntfistical mannra*, and ooTeittd 
with snow. This reminds ns of coU 
vinter, but yon hare only to turn yow 
tfyCs to the rt^t or left^ and ^ heautieft 
ef summer again present themselves. 
. Next morning, about eight o'clock, «« 
crossed to the opposite side, and landed ^ 
the Tilli^^e of BelitMo, where we saw a fine 
chasm in die rock^ throi^^ which alai^pt- 
Irady of waler from the rirer PioTeraa fallSr 
with a Plundering noise, into an imm^Mt 
basin ; over this abyss they have tbrowna 
toMering brif^er which is chiefly supported 
by two «BaU chains fastened to the mosa- 
tein above A nerrous penon will hesi- 
tate before he crosses it, as the slendtr 
planks, and, < indeed. Urn whole fabric 
taambka beneadk him. Tlus siogukr 
bridge seems to be banging, to ^e rock. 
The grand and .gloomy a^ects of nature 
■bete E^pear in - their steongest colouiriiigT 
and the iace of every thing around is ter- 
rific If one id the ntften beams gives 
wfiy^ you are insvitefaly burled to datmo- 
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Uon. A Tpaihy «f EfigUih li^in. IwhM 
jost as ffe were takii^ onr depttrtwe^ but 
] doubt if any of those fair travellers taiM 
hare siiiiinioned ssffiokilt resolution to 
TentuperacroBs the brit^ over the Orridoi 
wbii^ is the name given hy the peatebtry 
to this dark abym. We noV' again aa- 
tarked. As we n»wed aloag near the 
land, the sc«nei7 which preiented itiieK 
!tfM mofie ronantib thaa that (^ •any other 
part of the lake. Majestic natutd hefp 
«heifs henelf, unaided by the.band of;^. 
It was a relief, for a moment, not tQ^^e^ 
tfa^ babitatioDS of man. On our 'proceed- 
ing:, the sides of the 'mountain w^se n&w 
hoovered with the: unifarm velvet turf of 
verdore, tmd tbe bold rook* of biack mar- 
.ble,, occauQnally peeping- through the f^p]^ 
tuMied woodlands which feathered thp h(f)- 
Idw ravines, greatly incceaaed this suttline 
■grandeur. 

■'.-Oonntry honfles wwe prettily tpa^Ueied 
in another direction ; and every Rpw and 
then the steeple of a retired vilt^gp ftppeftv- 
mg abftve tbe tseea, completed tfa^ cbaxiR- 
ing a^ (PoeH. One m^ht epeod a month 
agreeably, in vu}itiDg these different vil- 
o2 
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lages, and in walking tfarongh the de%ht- 
fiif woods, which are skirted by ficEtile 
vineyards. 

We DOW went to the village of Capuana. 
.IV«ar it is a cascade, of immenie height, 
called " Fiume Latte" from the colour <ii 
its water exactly resembling milk. To 
complete a scenery (et a Salvator Rosa, on 
the summit of a craggy rock near this 
place, we saw, enclosed in an iron cage, 
Uie sk(Ul8 of four robbets, who committed 
depredations in thia country many years 
ago. 

We had now explored the whole of the 
lake of Como, which is by far the finest ia 
Lombardy. Even the mcwt Idle observer 
must be enchanted with the variety of the 
■scenery on its borders, the hanging woods, 
the frequent cascades, the innumerable 
country bouses and villages, which we find 
scattered on every side in moat delightful 
ntuatioBs ; all these, and many other ob- 
jects, naturally crowd upon the mind, aid 
call forth its admiration, as you pass over 
the clear surface of the water. The shores 
are broken by a succession of bays, which 
interrupt the n^lar expanse of the lake, 
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in the bosom of which the trees and woods 
are seen reflected throngh the pellucid ele- 
ment. A Tarious assemblage of foliage^ 
and broken' rocks that throw their shades 
into the polished mirror, present a scene of 
uncommon efiect, and local charms. It is 
difficult for the amateur of the beauties of 
the country to £nd any one objection to 
these romantic points of .view, although 
greater breadth is required to give the Co- 
mo lake the grand effect ofthatofGeneTa: ' 
and again, the eye of the lover of the true 
picturesque might sometimes be offended 
by the multiplicity of towns and villas, si- 
tuated on its b^^ers. Near this lake the 
present Princess of Wales has lately re- 
sided for a considerable time. 

It was about mid-day, when w« again 
reached Menaggio, from whence we pro- 
ceeded on mules to the small town of Por- 
kzza, situated at one extremity of the lake 
of Lugano. I would recommend all young 
and robust travellers to make this escur- 
«ion on foot, as they will have a most ro- 
mantic walk over the mountains, and meet 
at every step with different objects, ever 
pleMiDg, ever grateful to the admirer of 
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nature. The distance is only six miles, 
and nb part of the road is de6cient in 
beauty. In the deelivity of a hill, that ist 
4arkly shaded by Tockn oil one side, and 
by massy folia^ on the othtr, is driHed 
ibe bed of some torrent, whose waters we 
jbbserred to tumble in successive fells, and 
rashing through the bordering (HDaments 
of underwood and shrubs, are sometimeb 
seen, and Sometitnes lost. Through the 
dari( foliage which sbsldeb these lane^.'tbe 
traveller gains now and then a peep at the 
Hceuery below add around him, where bis 
eye is lost in the multiplicity of imaget^ in 
the splendour of the obj^ts, and in the m.', 
tenninable stretch of distance which iosen- 
sibly recedes firom the vi^w, and is at list 
uadistingnisbed in the horizon. On ar- 
riving at the summit of one of the hilfs, 
you get a delightful birdVeye view of se- 
veral small lakes, as also of that of Lugano. 
On the left you will observe some mataft-i 
Victories of iron; which metal is found 
in the neighbouring mountains. 

After taking some refreshmeht at a mi« 
serable inn at Porlezza^ we embarked On 
the lake of Idignno, which is upwards of 
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^en^ miles in leiig;tl), 4itd to some pv^ 
six in breadth. The sce&ery of tbis l^ke 
is not, however, so strikihg «3 that of - 
Como. Youdo DotobseiTj&tbaitcQQtiautU' 
variety- Nature has be«B here, mot^ Ifeft 
tp herself. There is very littlis cultivation 
«& its borders, excq>t in the inunediate «!• 
viroos bf the yillagfes, which are not ei^ 
numerous, and which, in. general, stand, 
ae&r the water's edge- Neither are there 
SMny country.-hoiiisca, but now and tbw 
3»u meet with one, retired ^d beantifuL 
Tibe woods extend firoqj the base to th« 
summit? of the mountains, forming^ a car-: 
pet of verdure, which is wildly romantiOf 
although there is a sameness about it, foi* 
t^a scene, continues nearly the whole 
length of the lake, from PorUzxa to PoHo^ 
imu:!^ our voyage, 1 observed many 4 
l^a^imin^ ol^ject for the pencil ; but diQ 
pecasi«aal appearance of rich corn-fields^ 
wid well cultivated vineyards, would, jreor 
4)er.th^ landscape more g^^^ing 'to the 
e^e of the trajveller., as he sails Along in his 
tittle boat below..; . On one side of the lajoe 
il^als the town of Lugano, of more icopsi- 
dA^ble ^6: th9a any other in this neighr 
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benrboocl. Behind Lugano is a fine lidge 
ofibe Alps, which rise very boldly, and are 
soon lost in the clouds. A part of thin 
lake, and the coontry vhich borders on it, 
belong to Switzerland. The villages aboot 
tbe Italian lakes are pret^ objects at « 
distance, but, on your af^roach, you vi]!' 
find tbe houses, as well as the inbabitaiHls, 
miserably poor. Tbe latter are very sub- 
ject to the gtutre, which prevails so nwcik 
ia the Vallais. All these lakes are oo- 
oasionally vitited by storms. You sobm- 
times see little iron crosses amongst tbfe 
rocks on their borders, erected to tbe mer 
mory of some unhappy fishermen, wbo 
have met with watet^ graves. 
- We now landed at the village of Por/9, 
and having borrowed the cabriolet aad 
horse, belonging to the parish priest, witt 
this humble establishmeDt proceeded on 
to the town of Farese, seven miles distant, 
which we did not reach till late in 'tte 
evening. Here we found our caitii^ 
which we had sent from Como, by laad* 
Tbe next morning we went on foot to the 
lop of a lofty mountain about four oulec 
from Varete, wfawe tfiere is a ohuch de^ 
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dicated to the Vi^m' Afory, cnr Ste. Mafik' 
dd Monte. This buiMiag is not rOBarkr 
able, but the ifteen chapek which occupy- 
each side of tke road leading to it, are vety- 
dowrving of attention. Their ar^hitectHrc- 
ia neat, and in their interiffl* are a nnmhtf< 
of figures of psHnted stucco, represent- 
iag the m^teriea of the life of our Sa- 
iritHH'. ' These figiires; which are lai^^ 
tban life, were executed by the first artiata 
sf the sixteienth and seventeenth centiffiieaJ 
The drapery of. all of them -is good^ and 
thia-expresaionin many of the countenanaev 
jety sh^iking. Most persoos (bHt .esp^ 
(»rily the devout cathoiic«) make a pomH 
enpass{mt of visiting tfaesecfa^pelB, wlueh 
rei^y may b^ considered as cunoBitie&- 
Independently of diese objects, yoo aim 
ftilly repaid far your ^tiguing walk, by 
Ibe grandeur of the view from the summit 
of the mouBtein. You see from the aant 
spot the Logo Maggiore, about twenty 
milea distant, as well as the Lake ofVa- 
Kse, and three or four other minor lakei 
IB dtferent parts of the valley, wbere 
tfMMMtall the beauties of natore seem to 
him assemblMl. We 4rac6d ■oom of tha 
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aiKwm «n>und us Bw«e|M«g Uie ic«Gks» 
aori £3rming to thanselves obscure etnii- 
nels tjirongh arches and cav^os ; sotfa 
we obferrtd to divide coatig^uous woun-r 
tMiw, ^d otherB to steal gently tbiraugb 
^ plains below to tk& lakes, 4i»tributiDg. 
mf«tatiea and plenty in leveiy directioB. 
. The little Tillage otfSta. Moria 4elMorUe 
appwrs sepat-ated from all the r^ of 
tbt voild, and containa only SOQ ioha^ 
bitovts. It, happened to be a holiday, 
And. I had an oppdrtuai^ of seeing t^ 
vfaile populatiott- The women, as 1 have 
b^bre cemarked) have very dark co^- 
l^exioDs, and plain features. Tb«y hf^ve 
here a aeat ttiaoaer of fastening up tbeif 
bair, like Indian queens, with a numl^ 
af.nWw {una, in tbe fth^pe of a a:e8cei^ 
through the centre of which p^^ses a vgj 
Iiirge one, the nhole forming a [u^tty w* 
wtmvBi.. I alpo observed they wore, tbe 
stko^s,* or wooden shoes, so commoQ in 
tliB aouth of Frwce. 

r IPffMrtomr milto fnHia the \mf> of tlus 
•Mwitaift $taBds the.fine village of i^«)vi|r» 
frbm. wJaence ,v« enbaijeed «» iUhe £4fio 
iA^latfarc* vluoJii i» about 4Uriorfifif£ W^M 
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dbtant from Milan. 1 iie6d Bcarcely inr>. 
fbrm my readers that tills lake is of mare 
otHnidemfale size than those of Comb or 
Lagtmoi as it receives its naitte (Jeom tU» 
drenmstance. It is very superior to the 
rest iti some respeets, namelj, in tiK 
Hoble expanse of frater, and the diffenat 
islands it contains^ ahhongfa m riohness of 
seenery it must yield to the lake of Conoi 
W'e first Tinted the /50/a Madre^ {moiker 
island) which is very small, containing tfe« 
mis«able remains of a palace, and haa§ 
efatirely covered by a wood of rare exotics. 
The only objects to induce the trftveller to 
land, are the quantities of birds from dttl 
fferent' parts of the irorld, which ai% to be 
at^sa running about l^e wobds, some iii>« 
Mid, others in a^lomestic state. The phea*: 
sants are particularly beauti^. 
"FnHU hence we vowed to die Isdla bdt^ 
fiair ii^^nd) dbout a mile fiom the ftvmei^ 
This iaiand 3i0- yetuv ago consisted of n»< 
Aing more than, a solid masd of rock, when 
the Prince of Borromeo formed the sin|FUar 
Itfi^ect oC blowing nji the rock, anci eieafc 
iilftt st^erb palace. He, foeiiigtTetyiMi;. 
taubAabledto put this Ubqmna tari&ioto 
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D ; diui palace, after an enoivMnl 
MUB of money had been expended, unfor- 
tanately was never entirely finish^, aiid u 
tberefore a disagreeable object as you ap- 
proach it Id its spaoiouB galleriei we a 
number of paintingB of little merit. All the 
rooms on the ground floor, of rDstic archi- 
tecture, resemble as many grottos. They 
are of stone work, of many different coionrs, 
ferming a species of mosaic, and always' 
kqit delightfully cool. This must be a 
most enriable retreat during die heat of 
fHHBmer. Bat the garden here, whieh' 
eoTers the island, is a grreat ciiriosily, ajitf ' 
unique of its kind ; it £DrmB a circle with 
no less than ten separate banks, or stories, 
wiadiflg round in' Ae shape of a cork- 
serefr-, at which you arrive by- means of 
small fltghlB of steps. The whole is at 
least fifty feet in height. Here there are 
a number of lime and orange trees, pknted 
io terrasses, which they are obliged to co- 
ver with mats during the winter,on account 
of^be cold winds coming from the-he^h- 
botning Aliw. The bay-tree in particidir 
seems to. flourish, there bdng-one neuiy 
100 feet in height, and two yatrds at least 
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in circumference. I nerer before saw thui 
tree ^t>w to such a size^ and in. so mudi 
luxuriance. This garden is diB^^iiredj 
or (accordii^ to the taste of the covntry) 
(Nmunented, by Tarious groaps of stataest 
and the whole laid out. in a most formal 
g^yie. But Ihc eye of a persoa of any 
taste, afker merely taking a gtance at thu 
extraordinary work of art, will soon conr 
template from thence a . 6ne view of tlie 
Alp^ and also wand«- with aatisfactioa to 
Hbe shore immediately opposite, and dwell 
on the b(«ders of the lakb, beautifully c&> 
Tered wUh a hanging wood, aqd. festil* 
Tineyards. 

The Itpla Sella, and the /so/a Mtidn., 
situated at the «ctreaity of a gulf which 
the lake forms, belong to the funily of 
3bi!romeo, and are therefore called ^* Xc 
Itole.Borromee" the Borromean IcdeS. 
. A ou>dern trayeller of eminence, speak- 
ing of the uncommon depth of this lake, 
says,, that on " skimming in a light bot^ 
over the surfoce of such a trouendoua 
al^fW, even the traveller who haa beaa 
tossed in the ]3^ of Biscay, or Ufte4 «u 
.the swell of the ocean, nay here i^e (he 
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approochiag riiore with some degrtst of 
ctHDplacencj." IcouM not help Huilrag 
at w ridiculous ao idea coming from bo 
aMe a pen. In fact, vt find the best of 
par writers occasionally forgetting tlwm- 
helves, nay, we all know, that even old 
Homer himself used tobecaugbtDa[^ing. 
Whilst we deal in hyperholes, we may as 
well compare a basin of water with the 
Adantic ocean. ' 

Yoia will also remarit two other aimll 
Islands here, inhabited solely by poor fisber- 
laen, to whom the produce of these lakes 
fumiAh at all seasons abundant employ. 
The smaller of the two is called " /<ab 
^ Pescatori" the island of fishermen. 
The country around the Logo Maggkn 
is pretty^ and well cultivated, the prospe&t 
always agreeable, but never approaching 
to sublimi^. Yon see few villast but the 
towns are quite sufficient to vary the scene. 
Near Arona, a sjnall town five miles to the 
west of the lake, which gave birth to St. 
Carlo Bor^omeo, is an enormous statue in 
copper of St. Carlo, situated tm the iHde 
of the mountain, and remaHcable as bein^ 
one 6f the lu'gest in existence. Its pedestal 
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M forty £eet high, and the statue upffal^ 
of rixfy, with a head of colossal sise. ThU 
•tatue, from its situation and immense pro- 
portions, is plainly perceived at a coDsiderr 
able distance. 

, We now landed at the village of Sa- 
vemw, where the ijon is a humble one, for 
vhich, however, we were compensated by 
ibe civility of tiie landlord and bis wif& 
The day had been most delightful, and in 
the evening 1 strolled along by the side of 
the lake. The ,sun had not yet get, and ita 
beams reflecting on the tranquil waten,, 
gave the whole the appearance of one 
immense mirror wbose surfoce was not 
tvoubled. by a single ripple ; 

" Mildly ani soft the western breeze 
Jast kiss'd the lake, just stirr'd Oke trees. 
And the pleased lake, like mtdden coy, 
TrembUd, 1>nt dimpled not for joy." 

The several ialauds* which at a ^stance 
tux moat. striking oty^*^ *h^ steeples of 
^e villa^. churches, surrounded with fo* 
Jliage; and 9gaiQ, the boldnassof the noan* 
lAJilQus MK^ery in .the back ground,' all 
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iiteee and many other tbiDipi cdinbmed; 
formed a more charmiog picture than I 
can possibly convey, any idea of. Tbe 
jplqasing silence aroood was only inlef- 
rupted by the harmonious song of tbe 
]^ghtipgale, ; continning without cf^ing 
(for tbes« bji^. are ve^ nuqierous.her«). 
during the whole of my walk, with, which 
solitary .excufsiou 1 waii more deligfatMt 
tfattn. Jl reooJlect h^^ing heea with wj 
ptber> aia(« I quitt^ piiy native coii»trj:«i. 

"LcraBiHteMtBlcMDottr'iiitriletto:' ' 
, . £1 roiigbuol che dolcmneate a rombra , ■ 
Tutti le^otte ^ Uuieote e piag^e." 

PBTBAXCHA. 

In BOf^h.a q>ot« ip peculiarly 4Kl^>tedAr 
the day dreams of &acy, imagiaatkm m^y 
take its flight, reflecting in prismatic co- 
lours of beauty every surrounding object. 
The mild and delicious temperatureof the 
climate, the clear sky, and the enchanting 
socB^, combine to free the nund frmn 
aU the dark and vipleut paaaions ittaek' 
agitate the world ; they lead to the iAduU 
geiice:of -the most pleasing reveries.'^'- fik 
Mich a moment,. honours, '.riches, aiidall 
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the ambition of life, &de before ns, and 
the contemplative wanderer rai^ at last 
say " here shall be my residence, here will 
i pass the remainder of my days." Such 
romantic delusions of enthusiasm for a 
moment took possession of my mind, dur- 
iag-my walk on the borders of this lake'i 
yet won i fonnd my heart inclining (liktf 
Ibe needle to tbe north, from Ha natural 
toidency) ta those sceites of domestic oi-' 
dearments, of filial affection, of friendshipy 
of religrioDy and above aU, of society, aoelr 
as we relish and approve, and to the many 
tBdcMribaUe comforts, which in foreign 
eountries are always wanting, and whicir 
Mwner or ktter never fail to be experienced 
«t a diBtaBce fiom one's native homel 
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CHAPTER Vin, 

W'li fonnd dances apiutnchkig' Swiikznw 
]i&d^;-from the lan^fiMu^e of tbe p w—pfcy 
■I tiiis Hdgfabourhood, which is such^^a 
■teftDge mixture of Freooh and Itafiaav 
it ia difficult for a person well aoqnsintaA 
with both those lao^rnages to un4«^tiuiA 



. We now Eut.off. on our journey. i 
Ae SiAplon. On aacen^ng thia moiw* 
^D, I found myself, a» if by an iamriiHi- 
tary !r[npu^T ctmtinually tuming* roimdi 
and viewing, in de«p meditation, the ex- 
tettsire ^d luxuriant prospect of Italy, 
wlHch perhaps i was now contemplatiQg 
fer the last time, and which, from its 
distance, was fast fading to the si^. 
On one side of this garden of nature, fi 
ah extensive view of those rich plains of 
^ Milanese we had now quitted r on &<t 
otilier side presents itself the grand ftnd 
tablime so^ery of the Apennine moun- 
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4iuns, plac«^ in terrific magiiMGeiiM, a» 
the boundary of fertile ■ Italy, from .the 
T«st of Earope^ I oould not, without eini*- 
titm, cast a pariiag look ^ a country v/hkib 
■bad for «o long a'time contibually excFfed 
in my mind a succession of the most lively 
'sienBations of graiification, satisfaetidn, and 
-isqKioT^ncflit ;. a cmintry, once the r«- 
ndence of men of tha hi^iest celebrity tfait 
mter ennobled humati nature^ and whose 
'Si^Mry wiU conti^ae to do it bonour Id 
'the end of time; poets, a^es, philotty- 
■{Aa^, oratory and heroes ( and still tfa^ 
•dqioBitory of ttie venerable remains <tf 
\perfection in tiw airts^ the fruits of tkre 
p^odin which UiDie illustrious men Uveid, 
MoA which nillinever c«a«e to be ^e a/i- 
-miration of the world. 

Lcouldaot proceed on the slow and^w* 
ilactant ascent of' the Stn^on mouotain, 
iwithoot being strongly impressed with'^a 
i4>eoies:of 9orrbw and melancholy wH«h 
itta difficult to emdica^. These gloosiy 
.EeflectioQS happily did not btst long; a^ 
•cDrnpajuoo-, who was n'alkiiig. by my side, 
'had no aaA train of tfcongtits passi^ in 
ihiS' mind^i he was-a8iuicoQ8dou8> ot^ibe 
p2 
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iin{Hreinoiis I felt* »»■ ever Saacho vr»a, 
durii^ the reveries of Don Quixote. The 
-air waa- keen and exhilarating ; and ear 
long sileDce was broken by hia- atMuptl/ 
•aying, " I shall certainly make a femoia 
supper this evening." 1 suddenly locked 
round, and discovered the most enviable 
■apathy and vacancy from care in his coun» 
tenance ; and, whether it proceeded froin 
iHm whimsical coDtrast to the emotions 
which had been passing in my miad, or 
the tone of graviQr with which he made 
this laconic remark,. I know not, but 1 ii> 
stantly burst into a loud laugh. My friend 
was startled at the sudden excitement of 
my risible faculties, (which was probabfy 
s» at variance with the apparent gloom af 
my countenance,) and heartily joined m the 
same emotion. I felt more grateful than 
he was aware, for his having thus relieved 
me from my train of pensive ideas ; and 
we jogged on merrily, until we arrived at 
the village.of Simpion, the point of attrar- 
^u for my friend's long expected »u[^r. 
My companion's facetious countenance 
must not, however, allow me tt» take 
leave of Italy, without a few remarks oa 
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the inhabitants, society, and manners, of 
a country I have felt such interest in de- 
scribing. ' 
' I will begin n'ith a circumstance of 
some importance to all who may realize 
the desire of visiting this country, namely; 
the accommodation and comforts which 
may be expected at the inns. On this 
point no description of people are less 
likely to give a favourable report than, 
Englishmen, respecting a part of the world 
where good accommodation, and -the 
Injuries of cleanliness and comfort, are to 
be looked for in vain ; on another point,' 
however, none but Englishmen have sp 
Biiuch right to complain. I refer to the 
general practice of innkeepers and trades- 
men, of charging them four times the sum 
fbr their etitertainment, that they would 
ever pretend to charge to their own coun- 
Uymen, or to any other nation. This 
fiiuli may rest with us, from our national 
carelessness of expense in travelling, but 
the flagrant want of honesty rests with 
tfiem ; and it surely is most unpleasant to 
be among people, who all mean from the 
first moment to cheat you, and with whom 
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it becomes indispeDsable, that you or joiir 
aervapt should make a previous bargain,- 
or be exposed to a constant contention, for- 
beiim^ allowed even the privilege of paying 
only double their charges to all otbci" fa-a-^ 
venera. ' ■; 

With respect to the higher orders of scitf 
ciety in Italy, consisting of the princes au^ 
pobitity, though I was not particularly in- 
timate with many of them, yet one cit^ 
cumstance appear-ed obvious, namely, tho^ 
during the recent convulsions in Italy^ 
>vherein they have so often changed raaft* 
ters, and every'sncceediog one has squeeze^ 
them to the very core, by contribuUonflj 
fines, iuid plunder, they are general^ 
become miserably poor; which eflect 19 
aided by the overbearing despotism of 
the church and government. Under such 
impressions, it is not surprising thvi 
the human mind* should sink into 9 
torpid st£^te, and become indifferent In 
political and public events, which «#• 
mulate the higher orders in other coimh 
tries. They appear to feel no iaclination 
to obtain eminence wherein they have BO 
|li6aepce ; education remains n^ecM i 
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ftttd their puntaitt ieem Ui be liauted^.,-*, 
fucoewion of intrigxiea, Tisite of ceremony) 
bukIc, and more frirolous purti^its ;: as also 
Is the usual observapce bf Ihe forma of re« 
ligKHi, proceeding more fVom a poUcy„to 
keep veil with the church, than fi'om' ai^ 
[Nincipte or practice of morally. 
f The middle classes of society in th« 
Milanese, and the states of Tuscan]! 
and Venice, prasess a degree of activi^ 
and ittdnstry, from which, under other 
goremmoits, would resoU that ind&* 
pendence and comfort we so justly boast 
of in our .coui^sy. lu the Roman and 
Neapolitan powessions, their hahits of iIb9« 
tfj|»atioii and depravity are close imitations 
.of those of the higher orders. Literature, 
and cultivation of the mind, ^pear totally 
neglected ; if they can fill up the day by a 
routine of insipid visits, music, theatre^, 
and coffee-houses, they appear pterfectly 
contented. In the large towns, the baliaos 
may be said to live in constant idleness, 
and to pass as little of their time in their 
own houses^, a^ do theif late masters the 
Flinch- 

1 must here take iKcasioa to observe, I 
cui with difficulty ceconcile to my ideas. 
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(btt«HiiiMr io wbkh Ac kngfal; mpecUibte 
author of >• A CiMsical Tour tkr««gb 
Italy" has gloMed over the frequent oc^ 
einrence of murders, or what are c«Ufld 
awassi nations, ^faich have so long beat 
^ opprotMiutn (tf tliis country,) by pilK 
liating these acts of cruet ferocity, as bein^ 
«icmpt from delibeate revenge, or a 
^wguinory spirit, and as proceeding oaly. 
^n a momentary fiery passHMiat.e teiii» 
per; which, like their olimate, is subjei^ 
to be occasionally, agitated, by riolm^ 
tiioogh tranaieot storma I Tlus author'* 
dacided partiality in favour of the Italians/ 
wbe^er arising from similarity of religion^, 
er any otbu' cause, is visible in abinosi' 
every page, exaggerating: their virtueih- 
and {^lologiBLug for their vices. 1 do not^ 
mean, however, to detract from his eminent; 
general merit as a writer of travels; in- 
died, CFcry reader must have arisen fivn 
tiK peKusa|.of his work, both unused aa 
>ieU as edified. But, alas ! how certain 
it is that no human mind was ever fireit 
from ibs bias of. pwrtijdity or pr^dicc^ 
1 should be more di^osed to adopt tike 
bpinimi, . that, if in Roae and iV«pleB, 
where the bravoes prevail^ there were 
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m^ rebciTing-boateiii," naraety, cfaurduBt' 
iriiiefa~ are stated to shelter them irom. the 
TsBgesmce of the ]aw ; and if, also, the de^ 
Spates from the Vatican had not the pre^ 
aumption to rasume a power of giving: ab- 
M^Htion for a crime ' desoanced by God 
and man, we should have no longer ogc*^ 
^n to palliate these atrocities by dwelliB|^ 
«D the fnrious pasaions of the inhabitaiiti^' 
•r on the transient storms of the climate ; 
murder would then be no more the re> 
proacb of Italy than oi the other parts ol 
Ae cirilized world. 

With respect to the common people, who,' 
in all countries, form the maae of society,^ 
il is difficult to raahe general observatioMt 
«■ inhabitants living, as we may say, oft 
Moh different soils and climates, and under 
-lOch distinct governments as are found in 
Italy. The south of this country, in tbtf 
dnrection of Rome, Na|>les, Calabria, &c. 
praduces a more ignorant and depraved 
kwer class of society than I Jiare observed 
in any other part of Eorope. All larfpe- 
^tMs;, in ereiy country, contain enough of 
tJMe worst portion of tbe population; but" 
N^^ and V^ice appeared to me to boH 
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^ iu^r. propovtion of tbk description Aa« 
1. faaire remarked to any other cttifei at 
eqiial extent. The cause canoot bat mt^ 
idtfa Ifae goTemments under vhich ^ity. 
lire. Nature has h^rs produced, geaeraUp 
peaking, a fine fUhletk race of people t 
t«t vith minds uncultivated by any ediu 
tjfttion, and debased by ignorance, bigotiy^ 
Vad oppresaifMi. Idleness and vice csom-: 
QHtely prevail; &>r where there ia no sti* 
■Hilus held out to remedy the forma-, tbi 
kittBr Jwcomes the natural cossequeace ui 
mixed Bocieties. Were there enei^ry ^Ji^ 
virtue in the goTernment, and the lown 
vrdera protected from the tyranny of .tltteir 
auperiors, industry and in'oaperity vuulil 
Aaurnh in.mch a country, wherein natuae 
ii «ver bountiful : whereas it would appear 
la be the policy of despotic goveraaieata 
.to .degrade their aubjecte by keeping than 
in porerty and jgiwrance, and b^ sufieiiagi 
ttuiditti, robbers, and murderers, to roami 
at large, ratiier than risk the seciuify tf 
tb«ir power.. 

. -T^ peasantry of Italy, eitiKT in piMK 
perowjor adnene seasom, mutt ^iM|«be 
powaiMt«ir«tcbtd. ITheproprietora^f^e 
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••tales, bdu[i^ too lazy and i|nMirant toM^ 
rect tbe managiement of their -pememoouBi 
AcfViie oT«i«eer8, or coQtractors, as tg^DO^ 
rant of agriculture as tbemselrtia, who s^ 
4«dn reside in the counby, but form a kkiil 
*f part|ia*Bbip with the fanaert, in evierjF 
thing but labour, reserving to themaelTcm 
9$ part of the ceAt, perhaps oine-ten^ Of 
(he pro£t OD the produce ; so tbatthe culr 
^vatoTB of the land neither possess capital 
|o make improvemeots in agricuHure, Bor 
^6 chance of ever obtuuing competoncjr 
or iindependence. A common laboorcar 
with, U8 is paid for hi« work, be the &am 
productive or not; but b«re the faimnr 
Atarves, if he docsnot work^early and late 
t» produce a plentiful crop ; and after i^ 
■ire'eee his family in pover^' and rags, la 
the 90Ftfa of Italy, namely, in the Tuscai^ 
y«aetiaii, and Milwese states, cultivation 
affd ' QcaiunMCc ; are carried to a much 
greater perfection ; inditstry and witin^ 
ycevail in<the towns, and every part of the 
^ouptry js in the highest state of agrieol- 
pase: xtCt however, even faere^ aeldMo aee 
lu: :(^tlkat larmer; prvhably the 9ane 
fQPtOiaj to- a cMtiiin dejgpree, pvevaib ia dir 
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▼fdingthe pn^ts, as in the Papal and Nea- 
politan territories, or some local duties arise 
CD produce, which always tend to keep di^ 
people poor: The lusuries of the table 
are not carried to that extent as to become 
chared' among the vices of the modem 
Italians. Macaroni is in the daily bill of 
fare of liiost Italians, as the olla podrtda is 
in Spain. Drunkenness is seldom or never 
seen, but held, by all ordera of society, in 
the highest degree disgraceful . The Italian' 
character possesses more of mildness and 
gMety, than of the frivolous vanity and vo- 
latile disposition of a neighbouring nation; 
they are fond of fhe impo^sing pfigeantiy 
of processions, operas, theatres, and every 
deteription of public exhibition ; butabpve 
^1, from the prince to the pauper, mnsie 
is their favourite amusement, and all 
classes, from even infancy, acquire a sur- 
prisiAg proficiency and taste in this en- 
chaoting science. 

We DOW proceeded on our journey 
acnMs the Simphn. Lofty pines and deep 
•hades, with wliich this road abounds, 
arein themselves pleasing objects; whilst 
•Dov-capt mountains, rocky precipicet. 
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hoUaw grfem, ftod caT»ois, vabsn, u 
the U^veller's mind, ideas of BuUioaiilf 
or danger^ The ascent froip Bavenn* t» 
J)omo dOssoh (a good sized town] ia gr»^ 
dual ; but the road became steeper befoEC 
we arrived at. the village of Smpkm, si* 
teated on the summit of a rock, and the 
only one you fiod, for a considerable di»- 
tance, where any refreshment, is to be met 
with. It consists of about twenty houses^ 
all of which are very miserable. The inn, 
boweverf is the best of them, and it idv 
ibrded us tolerable fare:, hei^ we lulled 
for the night. The bed-room they gave 
me was dark and gloomy ; but I could not 
find fault with it when the landlord inr 
fotoed me, that no less a personage than 
the Princes of Wales had. slept in the 
Mirae not long before. 

What a dull retreat is this.village I Fw 
.«lght raou^ in the year it is encompassed 
«n every side by a deep snov, when die 
eyes of its inhabitants are scarcely ever 
enlivened by seeing a single traveller. 

We started the next morning at five 
o'clock, and soon reached the Iqghest 
part of the fttouataiq. Here, the Mpw 
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waB from fifteen to twenlj' Aset ifeovb 
the origiaal surface of the road;, and 
after taking off the wheels of our car- 
riage, we passed over this hninenae bed 
«n a sled^, drawn by four borses. ; Tha, 
indeed, was a nerroiis undertakinigr these 
'being no railing whatever, and ahorribte 
^jrecipice wi^in a foot of otnr road. One 
Mae step might have lauached us iotb 
eternity ! WecOntinued oIi^k sledge, with 
this prospect on one side of as, ior- ihe 
space of an hour and half, during' the 
whole of which tine onr situation, was net 
very enviable. The road is sometiiMS 
pierced through die solid rock for a caa- 
'Mderable distanee.formiDg galleries, wbirii 
vtrike the passing travell^ with' wonder, 
tA the labour as well as expense winch 
have been employed for so grand m 
'aikdertakiDg. 1 remarked, in particular, 
one subterraneous passage bored throogfa 
the rock, which was now almost choked 
vp with snow. A person can scaccdy 
tniTerae it without sbttddeHng. The 
'scenery in these Al{>ine r^ons is rather 
terrific than pleasing. The most loffy 
of Ae ffionutuDs ore lost in vapoarr tix^ 
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ptfAj octeaionally, where the sttBtrnk «f 
one of them, covered with an eternal Buoir, 
i^pears between the doads. The «dM 
of . tlie .lower (mea are finely clothe with 
pine-trees, which produce a grand eSe*t, 
•fid form a peculiar contirast to the buren 
state of the surroundiog scene. Owr 
the gigantic fragments which bordw the 
Rwd, there souetlmeB tumblea down afiiH 
CMcade, the thunder of which eebme to 
^ake the rery mountain : the weight (^ 
nmtere foiins a golf below, and, relveat^ 
ing downwards, or ascending into sprajf, 
*fipe«rs' to be in continnal tumalt, rage^ 
and motion. Over many parts of thv 
torrents, which are occasioned by the 
;irBSte of: snows abore^ are abserred im*- 
zaense and fiill«i trees, upon wliiah tbe 
•afe-fiMted chamois is seen to ti»lic, nor 
dfcad'the giddy cftaHu that yawnsbeneMtr. 
.fiometimes these nimble little aniaal* 
irowse' in the valleys, or hound froot rofM 
to rod[,and huig, inr^giddy pcndaaeei upoa 
due e4ge (rf a {»iecipiee, fas if tbeytoak^e^ 
Uglit in looking down >spoft. tfaa wm&d 
glooms below. 
: TbHMwlv thixuigii'aiiMM'Df tbcsMpB 
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neror before troddoi by the feet of nunv 
fkrcing the hardest rocka, t^ad cnwang 
HameDse vaUejB and mountain torrente^ 
was executed by the geaius of Napoleon, 
Ikt the expense of the Italian govemmebt, 
It is a work which alooe would aerre to 
nmiortaliie bis name. Possibly frem por 
titical policy, I .am sorry to. .say, it is per- 
mitted, to fall to decay. A penHMi.is.now 
nally terrifi.ed at the precipices where ib» 
railings have been carried away, by ihe 
Iremeodous. avalancheSi which, roUuig 
down, the mountain,, aometiuies .tear .1^ 
^ the roots whole rows of. trees at .tbe 
same moment; and the deep ^oows above, 
vbich at thisseasoji of the year are coptir 
Dually £Uling, as also many of the roclui 
which appear to ,be in a tt^eriag state* 
tend to keep the traveUer's mind in a state 
of continued alarm. By the side of the 
road, in the most solitaiy parts of the 
laauntoin, are a ten'- houses, which serve 
OS an .aayltm to the wayworn traveller, 
ebd wbe^ . inhabitaDta will affi^.fain 
soflae- cefreshment .during bis cold and 
mis»able jom-ney. 
We wore two days in .cniwiag: -^ 
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SifeiplOD: niM^BtaiD, and did ft, pel^bapsr^ at 
^eittoat iD^estiii^ seasdn of the year, as 
frdm the! snows bavtog beg^au to melt, 
tbere werea numbor of fine cascades, whieh 
iumbled d^n t!ie craggy sMea of the rooks 
'.l^tth a tremendoua noise; and increasfed, 
much the suUimity and grandeqr of Itese 
iAlpipe wonders. The road over the Sim- 
plon 1 consider to be a work of mueh 
greater extent, difficulty^ and labour, thflB 
■tftat OT^ ^tc Mont Cenis : I wa» mvSCb. 
-^rartified at .having seen both; they «nre 
noble monuments of the- labour and perr 
-•era^Dce of man; in subduing the ob- 
ataelra of nature.: ~ 

; After a long and rapid descent, vhefe 
the rpad Grinds ronnd difierentvaUoys in a 
vii^t faiiciful' manner; we reached^hetown 
.(^fl^^ae> situated at the bottom of the 
m<>i]mt^in, wad finally r^urned to Genera. 
_|be next day. 

f Having given a description of tlua «i^ 
^Mid neigbbenrhoodrintlK autumn oflart 
y^r, when 1 quitted it for Italy, I hwre 
-only to remark, that on my retiwa to G»- 
.q^a, I WW iQuch surprisedat the extracn^ 
dioar; chai^ iflj^jpfa ha^i tahwv pU{:e in 
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Ifae todiety than. The recent ptw^infl 
induced such a flight of my ooaDtrymea^fr 
f isit SwitxerlaDd, that id fact it tra* h&- 
come an English colony, i passed a fetr 
days among them almost with as m«ok 
pleasnre as if 1 had already Unded in oM 
£i^laod ; but it uafortunately tended 4o 
Wiate in my breast m stronger feelii^ than 
before, c^ the msladit du pagfs. The 
wund of Er^lish tongues had the saaov 
e%Gt on my spiriti, as the \RcnUz da Vaeke$ 
has on an expatriated Stviss. I bad wfr 
been rambling three years ; 'Some of mf 
nearest connexions had gone to ** The v»- 
discoTer'd country, from-wboae hcwroao 
traveller returns," others had quitted the 
discipline of school, and started into fte 
relations of active life — in short, I wished 
Mice more to resume thoae habits which 
had been the pursuit of my former life. 

Since my first visit to Geneva, ^e sod- 
den re-appesrance of the ex-Emperor^ had. 
peopled Swibierland Tvith my conntiymeii 
flying from France. 1 was not, therdtof^ 
dispoaed to re-visit the scenes of war Ihad 
before witnessed in Spain and PoMagal'; 
nor bad I the prcrteetJoD of the headi>4i«Mr'- 
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torsof E&vd WflUngti^ for the iadttlgence 
of-sbcfa curiosity, as I had experienced the 
preceding year on my entrance into France.' 
I therefore determined to take iny route 
through Berne, 'Soleure, and Basle, and 
proceed' doWn the Rhine, through Cobleiitz, 
Col^fne, and Aix la Chapdle, to Brueaels. 

We tet out front Geneva. Our road 
^as for soAC distance on the borders of the 
lakb. We dined at Lausanne, which city 
I have already described, and after pass- 
ing-through a rich and J>opulous country, 
fioKlly arrifed at Betue, after a journey of 
ninetyniiles'from Genera. 

Berne, tiie chief city for opulence and 
pew^ atnong the- confederacy of Switzer- 
land, is situated on a rising ground, or 
rook, at the foot of which flows the river 
Amt, nearly Burrounding the town:' The 
•b-eetfl are wide, and kept renfarieably 
ntat and c^an, having a stream of water 
rwftiing in all directions. The duty of 
oMulihg the streets is perforined by the 
primnfers convicted of criiaes, who are in 
a prison dress ; and some of th«e delin-' 
quarts have a collar of iron, wltfa a handle 
at tiw iMck df lh« he$A, whereby aAyoAe 
«2 
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may s^e thetn witfaoat the poenlKlity jyf 
reMdtance. I must 'say, that having tbese 
degraded wretches ever before one'a ey«, 
is painful ; at least to strangers, who are 
hot familiar with such exhibitions. 

The houses are, in general, large and 
commodious ; and although we see none of 
that splendour which is found in so many 
odier cities of Europe, we neither observe 
h&re those wretched abodes of cheerlts* 
poverty, so prevalent in other capitals. A 
range of deep and heavy arcades runli'bn 
one side of the principal streets, intended 
for the purpose of keeping out the sun and 
rain ; if they did not also keep out the air 
and light, 1 wonld not quarrel with them . ' 

The cathedral, of Gothic architecture, 
stands iii a commanding situation, perpen- 
dicular from the river. This spot ap- 
peared to me better ad^ted for a batteiy 
than a church; and from its precincts we 
have a'commanding view of the river Axtj 
and a very eiitensive' prospect of a highly 
cultivated country, bounded by a chain of 
the Glaciers, whilst the perpetual verdure, 
so seldom found in, other parts, fonm a 
beautiful scene' for the eye to reat' u^h. 
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ChLthe side of tfae river, immediately at 
the foot of this faill, are situated a Dumber 
of obKore buildiogs, said to be for the 
puipose of baths,: which, I was giveD to 
lOiderBtaiid, are not conducted .with a re- 
gnlarity ne afaonid expect to find amoag' 
m moral a people as the inhabitants of 
Switzerland. . , 

.. .TheboajHtal has a moie imposing^ vi^ 
liearance than any other, building', ai 
fieme, and in it all objects of distress are 
Hbvitted, without difficult or distinction. 
The armoury is on a larger scale thui any 
other of the cantons, having always ready 
the materials for 50 to 60,000 men. They 
have also a public granary,- as have all the 
other republics. In a country distant from 
the sea, widi few navigable riTers* and 
with mountainous roads, it is most ioBh 
pOKtant to provide against a bad season, 
particularly as Switzerland does not fur- 
nish sufficient grain to supply its extenshre 
pgftnlation. 

• The socie^ at Berne is polished, and 

the inhabitants bootable ; , and I am . tfrid 

dwt stuangos who are well . introduced* 

- may fa«re pass their time inore.agteeab)> 
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tkati in Mty other part of SmtaetiMid'. 

My readers, however, are not to stpatt 
hmta^iw, as in London, to splAidM 
dinoers, or to pass tfa« night atan elegnrt 
bell and supjper. The Tiniting hoar* !• 
form a converiaziane at^ from six tft ninsi 
'and if a dance be given, every body go«a 
to bed at eleven. In &ct, no pdbbe a«- 
aemUies are allowed ^tber that hour;- Mtd 
1 am not certain, if in this lutd of libei^, 
the govemmfent does not make restrietioni 
u^ to tbe hour when private parties imat 
also finish. 

' Aristocracy in riiis place isicarried tottm 
vcinsual' extent. The familiM who- com* 
pose the governmmt, namely, the gm»i 
ooonctt of ilOO, neither intermarry, vini, «r 
Joia ill amusements witt the merehanti, 
Mr people in trade. I happened to hairc 
mly a letter bt credit on a men^ntj ^id 
tftUDsequehtly-dui^ig the f*w days K'i»> 
Buned, 1 had ii» appoMani^ of xaknmg 
among the beaux or belles of this cityt 
Wben I make ray next viait, i muati.pKe- 
viottsly decide, if ray letters -are to.ha ari- 
dresaed to the ariatocn^ or the iau>- 
eratie cii«l«. . 
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■SktuB !•■ twenty mUcs from S«icure, 
Mneh last town we entered after a 8tee]ft 
ftliwiit, and OD the two foUowiog^ days 
kraiieUed sevtnty nulea further, through 
WQuartttHiMU Foad*, vtd the richei^ vaiie^ 
•f feceaery, and r^t^ed Basle; where we 
wane wall Mcommodated at the ian of the 
Three Kings, situated ckn the ^Ige of the 
BlUne, which rivei is here of cxuiaiderable 
bmdith and rapidity. . 

This city is lai^e, but has lii^ to 
ncoBHoead notice. The streetB for the - 
gfiBateit part are narrow and uneven, 
th* htMUcs plain aod old» and altho^^ 
«■' the border of this noble river, forniah 
:W> objects of ornament or beauty* The 
MlJNdral is an ugly Gothic building, 
gteeiAy da^gnred Ja^ a dirty ooloured red 
paint,rwbich bai entirely effiu;cd the ug^ 
pcannce of aatiqaity. In the interior «i;« 
Mureral atacie^ tomba, and amongst others 
.tlpa« of the oclafavated Ju-aunus. 

Hie inhalntants are a plain industriouR 
pai^e, ifrcefton luxuryt and devoted to 
ttirie, wU^ ii more oonaiderable here 
tipn an aay atfaer tmro in Switzcrlaad, 
anaing from ita adrantagewM ■twUion on 
thnRhine. 
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I wu iovited one erenipg te..the fawiae 
of a merchant for whom I had a iettw>bf 
credit, to meet eight or ten of his friends 
at a tapper, which con^ated of fiafc,' a 
roasted pig, Teal, beef, and otiier MilMrtm-> 
tids, such as we sometimes see at tbe 
Christmas ditiner of our opulent farmera; 
a proof that if the iohabitaDts of Baile 
have not the refioements of fashion, tbey 
possess at least the sauce of good a^~ 
petitea. ' > 

The country all the way irom Genera 4» 
Basle is luxuriant and agreeable, ami'Ae 
large woods .<m each side <^tbe road par- 
ticularly striking. The buTelkr renuiite 
with satisfaction, tiie general air «rf com- 
fort in all the towns and villages he paaMK 
tfarougb, and the cfaeeHvl appearance «f 
thor inhabitauts. The coatunie of .iOte 
finnale. peasants iu the canton (Mf Berae-m 
singular, but extremely neat. Th^ are 
dressed in black, and w«ar a relvet cap: 
trinuued with lace, nearly a quarter of- a 
}vrd intweadtb, y/hkii is made ^ite'ttiSt- 
so as to form a kind of crown swraamdiag: 
the &ce: This curious bead-cbuH ia verf 
beccming to . pretfy woiaen, wbv are net~ 
uncommon in this part of th& cooobry. 
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OAeivwfeHr Ibng^siK^ cbadns which hang 
^4b by their sides, and again, some of 
ihe 'eonntry girls' petticoats are so shor^ 
aa bio^ly to cov'er their knees. This in 
C^igland' would be con^dered indecent, 
bat chigtom reconciles everything; and ii) 
Switzeriand, the honest peasantry think 
dfifer^itly. The various costumes, so rt- 
maritable for simplicity, are very difTerent 
in each of the Swiss cantons. The femalt 
peasants, in general, have a neatne^ aboUl 
4h«ir persons, and may be deemed pretty, 
tMto«|^b I would not go to- Switzerland 
Stf* model of symmetry or adelicate comr 
plexiont They se^n to take great prid« 
in omameatiog tlwir fine long hair, and 
|lu% with the addition of a white cottage 
honiiet,:and a few natural flowers taste- 
fidly plaoed tm one side, form a tout ini- 
tmtUci finteatic, ooquettiah, and lively. ~ 
iTbe i^eneFel features of raannecs among 
«1J the caotMiB of Switzerland, both ca- 
tbolK Ami prolestant,' are those of an open 
ainoerity and plainness, mixed with an.ia-i 
difiendmoe of mind, and love of libera, 
nkieh u« ncrer-found in dei^>otic govern^ 
BMitt.: Nstttre^kMAotmuoh favoqredtbi^ 
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iHmntiy, cioqit ID the gmoA aad i 
■eenoy, which is not equalled in anjmHtm 
part of Europe. The dimate and aoH are 
BOt&TOurable; but the abtenoe of Ivxuf; 
tbe simplioity of manneniv, and the Indifr 
fiitigable. industry of all the infaabitanAK 
junply compensate for these disadTant^wt. 
Agriculture and cultiTatioa are bfougbt to 
the. highest perfection, and pursued with 
anremitting perseveruice, even in aitn» 
tioDs apparentty ^oscribed by natan. 
With such habits it follows, that we ••• 
in this country leas of that powettj ami 
mendicity which prevail to suoh a dreadM 
extent in the other parts of Europe. 
' I left Switzerland with regret ; pow«rftl 
rtasons induced me to vetmi home^ fpith 
the hope at some fiiture period BgaiK to 
Tiait so interesting a country-; so hippi^-a 
people. At Bade I separated from w^ 
fo»^gn<m «fe ve^ge, and having woU my 
earriage, and pwtcd with my Svnm set- 
.«a&t, I -determined to cross tbe -Rfaina'; 
aMd proceeding' «a the German side of 
tiiat grand rivo' ta Frukfert, from thoiae 
to> OBiMinve my jouracy by vatev, whiah 
I had erciy raasov to expeot I-riwuld ind 
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by to ttwe iiitetettiDg and' pUwih^.U— 
«ny other mode of traTclling. ■ '-t 

1% tibir style, howcTCT, MA not begia 
BKMtf auspknouriy. It wts Sunday, wIma 
idl AeinbabitaotB of Basle amine thMU 
•rivwi ID making excursionB' to the neigk* 
bmring towns and villafires, whuih id 
a cuBtem general in these couatnai. 
Tlris ciMumatance would be too trifling 
tft dieaerve a remark, had 1 nofr bca 
pSt to some ino»nTeni«ice, ^m a^ 
net being able to find a single vehicle of 
mmy daaonptioa, by which I m^t can- 
■ tiiiue mf joamey. They were all nh 
gaged ere Sunday arrived, and 1 bna 
oUiged, as a last resource, to leave the 
greater part of my barrage at Baste, to. ba 
ftkrvarded to Frankfort by Ae M)owi*f 
dUigeDce, which was expected' the next 
onniDg; and as I do not aufljer my i^mm 
to bfr AentDgeA hy trifling inoonvenietto<4i« 
I hired a peasant to carry my sac ds ni^fi 
eoaased the Rhine otof the- Ine bridg* 
olose' ta the totrn, and finally proceeded 
on foot to a German village, about fow 
aulas distant, where I halted for the night. 
• BcrcIbarrosKsl a>cart ^for there wad M^ 
ttungelse tobe found] and witjh this bumble 
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■rtibliihMFnt vent on tea leafws' to'^ 
town of Friburg. ■ ■ r 

My fmnds in Eog-land would have 
•■altd had they sem me thuft trnttiny 
■ioDg' the road, like a va^izaBt coiiduetiD^ 
taliis parish, with an old German peawu^ 
fv my parish ofikier, whose eoormoM 
thnee-caraered hat gave him a rery im^ 
port^t appearuice. But we traveUtf* 
ate always aul^e«t to such adveBtures^ oar 
ms this the first which had happened to 
me. 

FVibuig is a large GemiMi towD, cwa-* 
taining- a buHbome cathedral oi Gothic 
ardiitectnre. Its exterior is reoerafal^ 
and at the same time elegant, and tlit 
tower the raoat rmooarkable in this couotijr* 
next to Aat at StradMug. la the interiari^ 
yoD'Will be pleased with an air of neat- 
• ness, seldMB to . be remariced in catiiolie 
ehdrches, wbidi in general we orerbur- 
titened widi tawdry ornameidi^ and im* 
|H«Bs one more with the .idea of a theatce 
than of a temple dedicated to the Al- 
mighty. 

■ This Wtwn is well built, aad its ensiiwas 
a#» in ' a good abate of caMwatiao. At 
{■Mburg I hired a kivd of gig,. ^aA 
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l^^ea difltant. 

- At the inn here I meti with two Germaa 
trttreHera. We alt tbree of us wppai 
togetfiOT, and pientiftillj partook of iMr 
ciril landlord's old red wine. Thn wise^ 
wfaieh is made on the borders pf tfae 
Rhine, is really dHicions, aad poflseMea s 
tich and stimulating flavour, raperior to 
Ae i^xtduce of most other coantrics. l-hc 
-white wine was also excellent, and not mi 
tike the French Vin de Grave. The inna 
here are very reasonable. My anpper, 
bed, and cqfS att lait on the morrow, dU 
not cost me more than foiir shillings. . Bot 
ItTtiig ought to be cheap, as this part of 
Q«rmany, on the banks of the Rhine, pn>» 
iluces in great abunduiee all fte neeafr 
ttries of lifp. 

- The costume of the peasantry has Mtt 
thii^ very remarkable abont it. The 
womeff wear large broad-brimmed stnw 
bonnets, and I obserred a number of Acm 
tHIingthe land. ..i 

On the next day, I trarelled likcMiaa 
•bout fifteen, leagnea thiwugh a pi^HilDua 
and well cattirated oonntiy, utd rfnrha^ 
€«r&r«Ainlheeveuiqr.. Here itheOftwl 
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Oahe of Bdden rttidiu. Tbe pfclac« ia a 
large building, not remarkable fiir bcMityi 
dw mdjoinikg- gmidcaH^ bcnreiTor, we dfr' 
li|tefid, and tbe jiarterre in firant of the 
baildiDg, oonteins a quantity of «raBg«* 
tieea in high perfection, which diffpaed m 
■ant ag^teaUe fragrance. 

At all the respectable iniu in fhia part 
of Ocnnany (aa in Franc«) there is a tMg 
tC^hote, or ordimuy, every day befeireak 
tuvlve and one o'clock, where yon h«*e 
aa excellent dinner of scTeral ooursea* al 
a-modtrate price. This is a great couvci- 
kd«Dce for travetleav. 

: FVoB Carlarufa to Frankfort the dw 
taubc i» thirty leagues. Between tbeae 
plwea I arrived at the town of Heid^ 
herg, tbe bead-quartera of the army «S 
Prince Swartzenburg. 1 had oAen ex* 
peaienced the bustle in being at head- 
qfiarters, and was sorry I could not aroad 
hriiipg here. It was aone hours before 
I'cAald -get a bed, aa all the inns were 
fiill of officers, and they gave me not 
a iM6 trouUe^ besides a walk of more 
thaiiia ipile, before they aigued my pa*» 
pwt, tti.ineonTaaMDce which a teareller 
Mm dXperieaces in EnykiaJL The Emt 
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perora of Rnwia tmd A«ifriB were B«nr 
here, and Heidelbei^ is the neatest town I 
had passed through during my journey. It 
Muids on the bank of a snail river, «nd 
its environs are very agreeabte. I depvted 
Aom Ukenoe on the morrow at four o'cloolt, 
and slept at Frank/art^ after baltiiig a few 
hours this day at the town of DarnuN^t, 
belonging to &e Grand Duke 9f Hease 
Darmstadt, and likewise the place of bis 
residence, where the palace is an eatea^ 
aire building, in a bad state of repair. U 
eontains, iKiwerer, a good collectieo o{. 
paintings, which I foulid time W visit, aiW 
anongst others remarked in particular, a 
Liicretia by Rubens, and Danae, a lovely 
woman, in a recumbent attitude. Hw 
form is quite voluptuous, and the painting^ 
is executed by Titian. Few, if any artists, 
have equalled Titian in painting the hetm* 
ties of women. I saw also many other 
valuable productions of Raphael, Titian, 
Claude Lorraine, Rembrant, and other 
excellent masters (particularly of the Dutch 
Khool] well wordi the attention of the oiiu- 
.ttHT. In ibm palace there is likewise a 
eoHeciion of stuffed aniiB^ anil other ca- 
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rio8itie» very deserrmg of minute obHNVft- 
tion. 

The whole countiy between Bade and 
Frankfort, a distance of eigh^ leagues, is 
-Tery rich, better cultirated, and more pro- 
■doctiTe of all the necessmes of life, thaa 
I recollect having ever observed in so con-r 
-^iderable a territoiy before. The greatest 
part of it is a luxuriant plain, abounding 
in- rich pasturage as well as com, hemp, 
'potatoes, bops, &c. &c. For many miles 
after leayirig Ofifenburg, the road passes 
trough one continued garden ; the vine 
is cuftiTated with the greatest care-on the 
■bordering hills, and you see on each side 
a Tftriety of fruit-trees, and long avenues 
'^itirely composed of them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



FjLANKFoaT is a large commercial ,ct1}r^ 
iitufttiet] fUi tbe river lyiaine. It cootains 
ft^.objecto to attract the atteittiQii .of the 
<;urL0i]8t trayeUev. There is only. oo^.^treoti 
^t.aJl hftpdsomea and, wbiph canbo^tiof 
^j bet^uty or regulai^ity ia. its buildiogs, 
Qjajd one square. only, which is either airy, 
Off agreeably. The remaining part tti 
the city iayery ancient, the architectore. 
bad ; and the whole struck me as b^wg, 
f^9f^ay an^ unmt^^ftting. There iA' a 
fil^'ibl'A^'g^ over the Maine, an^ .theen-; 
^^ffmft (*C:*M "My bordering -^ tk^ riv^s 
«fe(Stel«*>llfi*I' Thepye of th^:tF^Teller, 
j|^j^ a|J^8i4$8.ajttracted,by.tI>e ch^fm^^ 

apAf^^tth^^^dii^tryan^ prpf^erityqf their 
inbabitanta ; and the;;Hd)Qlf: ^qpptfy aEO))§^ 
i)ljHttf¥4n9tiQ4^)th-hWitets, fonqing:the 
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I remaioed a few days at Frankfort, at tMie 
of the many excellent inns which are to be 
found there, and dined about two o'clock 
at the table d'h&te, where nearly a hundred 
persons assembled daily. Our fare was 
good, and, includii^ a bottle of wine, 
did not cost more than between three and 
fiwr francs. 

Thifl ci^ is very commercial, and in 
it are annually held two of tbelMrgest fah» 
in Europe. The Jews, who form a gveot 
pari of the population, live altogether ra a 
distinct part of the town, and carry oa-a 
connderable propcHtf oa of the trade. TIm 
GatboiicB and Lntherans have each tlwlp 
dmrcbes here ; but the goremmentis Im*^ 
theran. --- 

HxHti hence 1 went to Mmta, a di0t«ne 
of about fifteen miles west of Fk^nkfert;' 
Thi^ is one%f the strang^t fortified tomiis' 
lift Germany. At the present inoncSiil' 
Aere were some thousaiHl men empleytetf. 
at^ the wol-ks. Mentz is situated at Hftf 
pojtii Where ^e tw6 rivers, Maitie *ai^ 
!Krine,'f4rm a juhtitibn. 

t'hb:fititviewoftM8iad}e6tleei«rMMte« 
tb^ tij^wMl ffPCatgrandeBv; ^l«h«>feelb: 
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ngS'oCllia tntvellffi' aire much dsmped tbfe 
inotaiit be enters the walls. Tbe sireett 
mx mostly dntk, narrow, and gloooftf, 
tfae IiMises bnilt of very large hewn 
stonesr and amazingly high. The beM 
part is that contaiaing the palace of the 
archbishop, which ciMnmands an extensiTe 
view of t^ Rhine, and the beantifiil and 
fertile district of the Rhingaw. The cathe- 
flfaral was an inmensely large, ancient, aod 
auperbG<^ie building, but is nowin ranis. 
Tbe iRoinan historians make vdry earfy 
ncntion of Mie city of Mentz ; and, indetfd, 
tbe^Tvhtde country on the left hank of the 
Abaie, from tbenoe toCologne, bears tke 
Aarks and mocwmeBts of antiquity, cleiofy 
evincing its flourishing state in ewtier 
days. Here is a bridge of boate^ which 
of]0MS tbe Rhgae. The curions readep 
nay co^qH the account of the antiqid- . 
lics^ dS M&Etkst and ^e adjacent ooadtry,: 
given by Joseph Fachs, -a BenecNetme' 
JKar. litis town chtims the inyention of 
padntii^ ; and, in a jesuitiaal breviary I 
AW there, was the- fidlowwg;-p«S8a^^ 
Hia^nuum Mogimtiit, impensis, ett^ra 
b«MSt»i «t inrpvidi viri JeaaKi* SchflBfibn; 
tivi» Mt^hiitini, qjjus avw prions artist 
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344 VAMTz. 

iqipressioiitiB liiit inventor et aotor, aoBol 
salutifera incardationis DooiiDi mille«ino. 
qulDg^Dtesioio pono." There beiag verjr. 
^w things to notice tp this city, 1 took my. 
leave of it in the public boat, which goea 
every day to Coblentz. 

All travellere' dwell with peculiar s^s*: 
fection on this voyage down the. Rhuie r 
80 many objects combined, enchant the 
ttjnd, and cliallenge the admiration of tlie 
tourist, as be quickly passes along on the 
^assy surface of the river, which is broad, 
clear, and majestic in its coni'se. Its boT'. 
ders are cultivated with the greatest luxu- 
riance, to the very water's edge, and pro- 
duce that delicious wine known in England 
by the name of Hodt, so called from the 
village of Hockenheim, in the vicini^ of 
which, Uie grape grows that producesit. 
There is also a variety of different wines, 
both white and red, all of which aipe ef- 
client. 

A constant change of the moat beautiful, 
scenery presents itself, froni tim variotM 
tunnngs, in sailing down this maguificeirt 
river. Here and there you will r«i(t«rk' 
eKtenuve woods, sucj:;eedjed by fertile me»f 
dows, and, in the back grotirid^ the naUl- 
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OttSLGNTa!. 24&' 

Aerittg i^inis of an old castle, situated od 
a high rock. Before we reach^ Cologne, 
I observed upwards of twenty of these 
rbins, of the most fantastical shapes ima- 
ginable, with little Tillages invariably si- 
tuated near them, at the base of the hills. 
Niirthing adds mor6 to the be&'iity of pic- 
turesque scenery than such ruins as these. 
We meet with them occasionally in most 
c6untrie8 ; but the great number of them 
oil the banks' of the Rhine is very striking. 
This territory was forinerly possessed by 
numerous petty princes, who waged per- 
petual war against each other, and made a 
practice of plunderiiig'the vessels passing 
the river, which fell into their haiidsi 
These castles are the only remaining 
wrecks of their ancient power. 
■ We slept the first night at Coblentz, 
which is situated at the confluence of th6 
Moselle and the Rhine. The whole face of 
ihe country around this town produces a 
most impressive effect/ The immediate 
vicinity abounds with variegated 'beauties ; 
the riches of nature, in her fanciful decora- 
tions near the borders of the Rhine, greet 
the'eye of the ttaveller with the most gra-' 
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JM6 COLOGIfB.^ 

tifymg sensations. Thepleastog'ffleRa^ili 
of the Lahn and Moselle have 'a deli^lMM 
ful effect ; and the ruins of the dilaqpidaled 
fortress of Ebrenbreitstein, staadii^ ne^r]^ 
opposite, on a stupendous rock, hei^tsn 
the grandeur of the scene. The eceneiy 
from hence to Cologne is also fine, font 
not so beautifully romantic, or richly cvl' 
tiTated,.aa that from Mentz to Cofolents. 
Upon the whole, I was uncommonly de- 
lighted with my two days voyflg^. 'We 
had' fine summer weather, and' the bait 
was very commodious for about fifty pat? 
sengers, many of whom were very agree- 
able : one of them played the guitar- in 
a superior style, which considet^bly in- 
creased the arauseroent of the day. I 
would, above all, recommend trarellors to 
adopt this mode of conveyaiMe, it being iar 
preferable to that of going by land^ aa thejr 
will have the opportHn% «f btbolding tQ 
advantage the sublmie 8oen«y on 1^ 
banks of this rirer. 

Cologne is an ancient,- gloomy city, wfr 
Tering a lai^ space of ground, and 
now in a miserable state of decay. \% 
formerly enjoyed many priyfl^ges, and 
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tonsideraMe tiommerce^ whtoli have lioW 
loi^ ceased. The cathedral would batfi 
fa«eB laoat «uperb, bad it been finished. 
What is now standing, especially of the 
interku', gives yoo an idea of the mag- 
niAcence «f the deugn. In this catbe- 
dml there is a tomb about nine feet iii 
height, which appears literally covered 
wi& cameos and the most precious jewels, 
-and which must have cost an enormonri 
stim. Tbreugh a grating you see iu th^ 
inside three polidbed skulls, said to be 
dKKse of die three Magi kings who wor-' 
skilled the infont Jiesos. The good peo- 
ple here have such a leneration for these 
empty skuUe, so congenial to their own, that 
they would rather have their cathedral itself 
demolished, than the precious relics I hare 
jnst mentioned; but we must recollect 
this city was formerly the headquarters of 
CvCTmau priest<a«ii Most of the churches 
rMoain, but their riches and revenues were 
hmg since melted in the deronrii^ crucible 
^Napoletm. Here is a church dedicated 
tD St. Umila, who is said and believed to 
hare been martyred here with 11,000 vir- 
fitts! !' Did the grim ^rant ever, before 
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S4S Air-LA-CHAPBLLE. 



swi^low up, at.ODe .inirtaat, bo t 
corps of probably beautiful and ajsmUo 
females, without permitting pne of then 
to taste of matrimonial bliss } But I niNt 
not omit to observe, that some writer, or 
wag, has asserted, that there iras but <me 
virgin in all, and that her nwne ms ih»^ 
decim mil. 

l.had fortunately met with a SiciUsR 
inarquis in the public boat frctm Meatz* 
who was kind enough to offer me a seitt ipt 
bia carriage for the continuation of our 
journey to Brussels, by way of Aix-la- 
Cbapelle and Liege, a distance of about ' 
150 miles. I accepted bis offer, on the 
condition of paying half the ei^DKS. 

Leaving Cologne, we dined at Juliers* - 
which iM a strongly fortifi^ town ; and 
after passing . through , a well cultivated,- 
. but not very interesting country, wearriTad 
iji the evening ^ 4ix-.^Cka^lky a.d^- 
tajice of forty miles. The £mt refreab- 
ment I took was immedi^ely to avail my-* 
■elf of the advantage of a warm-b^th, for^ 
which, aud its sulphurous waters, tbi» ci^ 
bas been, so long famed Uirough EunfiBi 
as well as for being ^.resort i^t^ inialM 
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AIX-IiA-CHAAlLE. %t^ 



-wid.dK MHer. Iwasveiydesiroiiii of pae^- 
ing'.ont day in seeing the amusemente of 
Aix-la-C'hapelle : to this wish my- com- 
yvmimi, the mcrqiiis, politely assented, on 
condition, bowerer, of .our proceeding on 
the following' nHming, without delay, to 
•Bnixeilesj where be was impatieiit to ar- 
rive. The city stands low, and ia sur- 
^unded by mounteins. It is of cousider- 
^le cottfiequeuce from' its manufactures cf 
jdpths, and other commerce. The air U 
fioft and .salubrious ; and the baths, hotels, 
ball-rooms, and otiier places of amusemeni, 
i^misb every kind of accommodation for 
|die viititors: unfortunately they were all 
now unoccupied, except by a few solitary 
iavalids; for at this moment alt Europe 
WM conc^trating its armies towards Bel- 
gium,' where her late was daily expected 
to- be decided. This place has a degree 
of opulence, in the housesandshope, which 
1 bad iKtt observed in any other part of 
Gpn»ay : it likewise has a cathedral and 
town-bonse, which the traveller must not 
4)I^it seeing. Under, any other circum- 
i^cea t^ao the present, . I shoqld much 
lik^ to h^w pused some tinte at4-'UE-la- 
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du^vMl^ The ranjik* iu tbKTiciMQr«m 
fyectiliarly agreeaUe foe a: penoa o£ & boU^ 
tsiy taste, and the couataDt regoimes in 
tfee city fiHuisb asople amusement for 
Jtboae who are in pursuit of sodel^. 
, Leaving; Aix-la-ChApdle, we arrived at 
J^g^ a very extensive cityi witfa.ui ait* 
cient cathedral. It may be called di« 
Burmiogham of this part of the world, its 
principal manuiactBre being arms abd 
naib. The famous traveller. Sir John 
AlandeviUe, lies buried in a convent sot 
fiir distant ; after travelling' the wch-M over, 
he tbtm^t proper to. if>end ■ his latter days, 
flttd terminate the journey of life, in ^s 
fity. . . ■. .,...■ 

Proceeding without hailing, we amvad 
tA Brutselt. It was my intention to spend 
ft ieir weeka in this city; but £ircura-i 
•tftnces, which always attend the frartune 
of war, obliged me to defer tfais' int^ttioni 
Wid make a. precipitate retreat. In our 
kwt day's journey fiwn Liege wb pasifed 
Buny l^talions of the army, and, on oar 
wriral at Brussels,, we had graat dllBcidty 
in getting any. apcommodations : dl was 
anxiety, and expectatimi of. great erente. 
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Tfae next day nnmbeni of o^Tiftg;e» tai4 
waggons coBtinnally airiTcd, with wotiD^r 
fid soldiers from the advance of tba 
atmy.' This dis^emng scene excited con- 
fution and flight in evoy direction, as 
jerery hour luvugfat ns the most «ctra- 
ordinary and alarming reports. On ^ 
ITtfi of Jane, the situation of those whose 
d^ty did not require them to remain at 
Bruaaelt, became mwe critical. We had 
certain advice of the bi^le of. the 16di, 
«ad .'Which was too well confinned by the 
constant arriTal of the wounded and dyingi 
fivery hour prodoced ei^eadictory m- 
dmuits : the fears of the iiuhiabitants ptOr 
pfigated'tfae report that the allies were d«- 
feaXmi, and dtot the French would be i« 
the dty tbat evening. My companion, tlie 
Bieiltan marquis, was less disposed to -wt^ 
fyr the event dian myself, who o^iaiol^ 
had no wish ttf become a spectator on suot 
an occaswn. He was the bearer of aane 
dtqmtdtes ftvm &e Couirt of Palermo to 
i^uis XVIII. and was Hi tnror at the >d«a 
4^ (Ming into the po*er of Na^lem. At 
-Ifcis' critical momant h«:peropoMd'0«f imt- 
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Aiedftite departure for Holland, to ^aif ^ 
Ae im{>encling erents, which I did not'b^^ 
Mtate to accept ; but dui4ng this confiasioA 
it was dome hours before we could, by 
great exertions, and at an enormous 'priee^ 
procure horses. Tferror had g»ne before 
US, and, at the end of our first post, no 
horses could be obtained ; we were there- 
fore obliged to continue proceeding, nearly 
the whole night, with our tired cavali-y, a 
distance of thirty miles. Every hour fiim« 
inerensed the alarm, and people were 
flying in all directions. My triend, the 
nMlrquis, was not satisfied to wait for nem 
anywhere ; but fearing our being stopped; 
{Proceeded without halting, not thiakifig 
himself out of danger until we reftched 
Amsterdam. Happily on the morning 
after our arrival there, all our expectations 
and fears were relieved by tbfe glorious 
news (tf the battle of Waterloo. 

Being now so unexpectedly in the capittd 
c^ Holland, and having settied myfinab'- 
(jal concerns with my diplomatic «oBa- 
panitfn, ! determined, before I retunied tb 
beadquartos on my Way to EDglandr<b 
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Spend a Bhort time Id colleckii^ . n««> 
gleaDiDgB through a couBtry to mo eto noxdl 

aad iDtere«ting. : ; ; 

< Amsterdam ia suirounded with, swanpi; 
aflDd canals, which render it damp and .un- 
wtwdeiome. The city is . situated iu.ft 
marshy, plain, and unioterestiog OQiiotry^ 
The 'trareller is much astonished as.lM^ 
enters. Amsterdam.' He sees some bun- 
(Jred canals, which trayerse every pwli 
ctf' the city, and some of them are na. 
less than two miles in len^fth : they are 
certainly of the greatest poffiible con- 
Tenience for objects of commerce, and' 
are always covered with innumerable 
vessels, but must be injurious to health, 
as there is scarcely any current in the 
water, w,hich receives all the filth of the 
oify. By the sides of these canajs are 
bread streets and commodious quays, <«• 
nunented with extensive avenues of elm- 
trees, which give Amsterdam an agreeable 
and cheerAil aj^earance, and protect the 
inhabitants, in summer, from the heat of 
the Bun. These trees appear m<H-e extra- 
ordinary from being found in the midst of 
otae of the most populous cities in Eun^. . 
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Vmi cnm tbe cmata by at lettt t60>iMn»w 
fciW^f , nuny of wUcii are w coBttmctoA^ 
•• to be lifted up intfaout difficulty, for ttw 
fiMNige of vesttlB. The {winapal caoat, 
liMn its great sise^ may radiHr be called Mi 
ann of the tea : at it eotort AuMterdam it 
focoves different streamt, and finally com- 
Bunicatet with the Northern Ocean,so that 
Teasels of great burden. can enter the fine 
port, which presents a very busy k«w* 
•ad is coravd with thousands of mastk 
The streets ttf this dty are broad and most 
admirably pa^^ ; the houses all of tnick, 
aad^ very much in the st^le of tjioae ine 
Eal^and, but different from all others it^ 
thie worldj from tbeir extreme demliiiess ; 
tber windows* doorsi pavemoit, aad, in- 
iklsd, all 4^ exteriw as well as int^iory^ 
amktpt ao clean and so }Muticuiarly aeat«. 
th«t ytm can almost fancy you are walking: 
tluvfngpb the galleries of an immenae p*-- 
IwBCb These h««iBe9 ase all built on piletfi 
aa'thoae at Vanice, and, indeed, witfamt 
tins precaution* tiiey would stand Toy few 
yaan oa so marshy a s«l. The fooodatioit; 
of the Jking'd palace, which is likiewiw. 
fta^Md ontfaMrpilea, is aaU to lur«'Co«h) 
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» gimtar fum Aaa aH tbe. other :|laiiial 
the edi&ee. Dnnng* die hesi of anmmeai 
peopie w eonctontty onfrioycd in watm 
iag the Btreeli»witfc an eBgine for tbe povi 
pose, Trhich refrcihef the atmoif here « 
srery directioA. On each aidtt of ^ 
wiodows in tbe room which the iamily 
chiefly inhabits, I remarked, od tbe out- 
Hde, a smaH mirmr, by means of which a 
fetaua, nitfaout moring feom his cbanv 
MBS ercty one who poMea in the strevt 
• Wftji way: Theu mirrdrB are im genent 
nMr ftroufh oil tile tOMing in Hollandv 
It is from tiffleis we discover the taatv 
mti habits of a country. Tbe inhfl- 
bitanta appear to possen: a eeAA nnw-' 
ateble resem, and fondncBS fti^ retJRi' 
ment emd ect^owy: they witt sit -finr 
boars in tft« comer of a window; to cdK 
s«rr^, nascen, throagb ^lese itfirrart, wlnt 
posses the street, and wbo i4sits then' 
nei^hbttrs. To me it conveys an idea of 
bKivesB, aitd'ir^tHmi of mind.' In fitct,' 
theDntch do oo« like society,' »fd 1^ 
ibdneementsWiU stittidate ti^n to escf^'- 
tilHU-b^eiNd dMtWof getting nfouey, tti^ 
mrim^ft.' .iMHWiiot>1iDWthe9*ttanifid* 
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werany a* well expect to «ombiae, any c^ 
pMkoi IB iMtare, m to unite two anefa 4mi 
tinct races. of human: beingi. In no i»- 
•tance, periupSf did ever tiie folhiiriiig 
qootfttioD more forcibly a^ppky, 

" Non bene conveDiunt nee id una sede morantur." 

The admirdty, ^e town-bouse, the sy- 
na^fi^rue, and the exchange, here, ^i merit^ 
parttenlar attention. The tqaare, in the 
iBftedOT of' the latter building, appean 
scarcely lai^ enough to coatain the .tbavn 
sands of peraons who flodc there every d^ 
ateut three o'clock. I obs^ved that tttoMt 
ute arrivad after that haur» were obligMi 
to/p^F a^ifling sadk of moaey to obtain 
aivitiuioe. It is intended f»t theJauda- 
bkr purpose of 'loahaig the people puno- 
tHr^, and to prerent the amesibly fivpa- 
bting conttniwd few too long a t^iaee^ 
^■K, irith the risk of apeiling Acw i^dtfrr 
nert, as putabmna^even for Uie sake 40 
9Hn,.will Ml no accoMnt consent." ddfckiK 
httsrer" The plan we adopt^ijaLoDdaiibti: 
thin}c> is much bette«,.jiaiBeIy;<aAw<bflmr^> 
ttm haur to dnt^l' the>.fprteb ei«C|*«ne^ 
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•ad adsEuMng'iKme to enter^ wlucfa soon 
jlitdHWS the few attagglars wtm remuDi biy 
Mftttmcin coiwent to netnat; AtBorde^K 
Ibey hftT«; a very ^oaetDUBlmcltbodTtf in- 
chacHig the - merchknts to^ opiif the ex- 
.cbang'e, by beating several drams in so 
violent a manner, as to stun every person 
pr^ent. 

.The beUer orders of bien At AmsterdatU 
8ti)I continue the same fashion in their 
dfiBSs, which we are t^d was highly in 
^egne with the petits txaitres at the be« 
Sliming of ihe last century. I refer to the 
strmght cut black coat, the bag w%, and 
thtwe-comered hat; But there is another 
d«saripti<»i of costume here, still more 
aisgular tfaan^the one I have been just de^- 
s^ibiag.. I meau'that wornby ^ose.raea- 
mho are hired ajfter a perBctn's death, to ix' 
form the different relf^vea of the tad in* 
tctiigeuce. I'hey of coui^e- are all in 
moumiog, and to the large cocked hat is 
attached behind them, a piece of crape 
more ibaji a yard long; which almost 
rcaehes the gr»iind. 

- I- went to the tiieatre liurii^ aiy stay at 
AoMtevdam, aild was eimtptured with' the 

VOL. II. B 
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mekxliDiM notes of Catalani, wh«M T*ice 
leems to deligbt the whole of Kurape. I 
. vas suiprised when i IbtiRd the athniiMon 
ticJcet to Uk boxes co«t ratber more than 
aioe shll)hig0r which is triple the prioe «m 
ni general pay« on ttie contiMnt. But 
ever^ tbibg is exceedinfly dear in this 
populous city, as much so as in London. 

I was glad to shorten my stay at Am' 
•feerdam, as the elimate did not at alf 
agree with me, and 1 wffisred from a ^no- 
lent bead-ache which arose from the danp^ 
ntes of the air, and the uHwfaolesMae 
HBell proeeedisg- fitmi ^be stagnant oanflds, 
I have already mentioned that I espnri- 
enced precisely the sune evil during ny 
vcsidence at Venice, but that dty is i«* 
freshed by the sea breezes, whilst Am* 
•icrdnm has not tha< advantage in ao^gnat 
a degree. The people here are very •ab>- 
j«ct to fevers and agiies. The pofeA^tmm 
however is, for the extent of tiie city, im- 
mense, and said (o amoutto 150,009 soiAk 
Cmnmerce is extretnely active, and the 
merchants, notwithstanding thcfr iietvy 
CDnMbvlio&s to th»k- late ptfotcctor^ bre 
veiy rich, fitery nwoeM appe^ to be 
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•CaKlabiv^ eiUldoyed m.g<ttb)e.<nt ^mtipg 
nnauy, coueqoeDlly tfttey hate so ttiMe 
Mit fin- sp«udiag,i^. Tbe sh^ps b«Fe are oot 
Ant in JuraB^r tii] a£ter nmiiaigbt. Tber^ 
m « ccntinHed biistie in th« streete till s 
ikte hour, and ibt caffee-bousea especifdlf 
Nite. paj^u^idy gay. In xioat of tbem 
^'tm fiod a .basd of< mttsicj With difSeraftt 
clasiea of yeo^e tam»uDg thfttoKlVes by 
jmokittg or pJayii^ «u-d8< There amalw 
mtber deflcriptifflDanfooffce-boiieeB or public 
.meeliBgs, where two or three mi«embJe 
^SiUlera att#ad» and which are frequented 
4qr»llclaeseKof inibaj^itwat&of boih »aum, 
«• well 18 Ttaifaed hy foreigpcm, w^ aire 
sdwitted on ^ing fcr a^wte tlight m-' 
Anhme&b They fiit rokind .» large iwojtt 
■to witDess (he.«K^bitiDia of ipmamao&e 
iiwddaBciog«f.oeKtaiD -perfanotien, aoHMt*- 
4mhe9 resideiit in the heuae. I shati leftt^ 
■do.iarnfter on iJus subject, ibiit to r^vfc 
wy BatoiwImeBt ^ai- «o ittflecfting .«wl 
praikfili « pcapte os.ihe fiutefa) ,afa0ld4 
frequent places where /nkch oflaa. yiaiMiogm 
of morality aiid:«oiiKO»ii dcceiuij! ace |mo*> 
Uted^and thatr^^oTCnmnDt^.tdioffcfiiU, 
should t4^erate it. 
Iliia icilj ^msBJts 4he ^kppearaiMe: of 
b2 
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London and Venice combined. It re- 
sembles the former from its coisfmerce 
and continoal bustle and actiTtty, and 
tbe latter from the number of canal^ 
and' bridges ; but at Venice you fioai 
necessity must take a gondola to go from 
one part of tiieci^ to the other, whilst 
at Amsterdam' the canals merely serre 
for objects of commerce, as there are 
commo^ons streets on each side of thenk 
It would be hardly Air to make aay com- 
parison between this ci:^ and L<mdwip 
The Greets of the former are not so hand- 
some, nor do its houses display such maf^ 
nificence as must strike every one' as be 
(»itera the capital«f Great Britain. There 
is none of that luxury in its equipages^ 
although you find a great deal of inove- 
-raent and bustle, which must be remained 
'in eTeiy place of sdch considerable com- 
vierce. Tbe jnercbants ^d their deftend- 
•Qts (who may be siud almost to form th^ 
entire pc^lation) appear to remain ch^^ 
«t home, where they have every comfort 
vwapd them, and th^ seem- to have in- 
stijled the same excellent idea in the 
ninds of their wives. 
1 saw veiy few carriages here, but I ob> 
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lerved a sptic^es of Tehicle in the streeti 
consisting of the body of a carriage without 
iirheels, and supported on a sledgel It ap- 
peared to he a very easy conveyance, but 
can only be made use of in a town where 
the parement is tolerably even. It is 
drawn by one horse, which is generally of 
an immense size and force, for which breed 
of horses Fries] and has always been fainoos. 
The shdps hene are excellent, but do not 
equal the splendour of those in London. 
Al! the necessaries and luxuries of life are 
very dear, but furnished in abundance; 
dris city being in correspondence with all 
the different parts of the world. The con- 
stant movement in the streets and on the 
Canals, thefreqnentand splendid avenues, 
and the respectability of the buildings, 
give Amsterdam a degree of consequence 
which renders it'agreeahle for the resort of 
travellers. Here we see collected a mix- 
ture of all nations, and of all descriptions 
of costumes. The 'siK' or seven pair of 
breeches of the men, and the wardrobe of 
petticoats,' of the servant women, with ^eir 
enormous awnings instead of hats, strock 
me as being remarkable for «ngularity. 
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Erery religion is tolerated ; catholics, ftO' 
tectanto, Greeks, Armenians, an4 Jews, 
have all their places of worsfaip. 1 believe 
Mosques and Pagan temples are excepted. 
It appears to me that every man in I)oU 
land [the government included) niake tba 
acquisition of money the polar star of thetr 
^bitioD ; and that religion, virtue, or 
vice, have all a free trade tbroaghoot their 
dominions. 

The royal . palace, formerly the Stadt* 
bouse or Guildhall, is built on 14,000 
wooden piles, and is the edifice of the 
greatest note in Amsterdam. 1 have seen 
BO building in Holland which pleased me 
more. The architecture is Corinthian, 
and the whole built of a handsome light- 
coloured stone. It forms a parallelogram, 
and stands in a fine open space. The f^ 
fade is oruam^ited with a trophy, and on 
die top, are several full-sized figures in 
bronze, amongst which is that of Atlas sup- 
^rting the world on his shoulders. The 
fiimiture of the interior, is not in coDf- 
formity with the ^endour of the exterior. 
Tbe ball room, however, i« most magf 
p^ueat, asd oman^^tetl ^i^ *i0bt el^> 
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gMrt ohawklMtn. lit i» 130 f^ in I^QCili 
and 40 in b«9»4tb, md. upon the wtwile, I 
irimBid. jmi^De wH^veed in beauQr by 
fair sootts in Europe. This palace cea* 
lains an excdleot colleQtioa of paintiogsof 
tJw Ihiteh acbool. Amoogst the maay^ 
the following pafticularlj j^ttr^cted my 
notice. La garde df nuU (or night guard)* 
ffbich is oonwdered to be Rembraat's ch^ 
ifmuvre, and in which Ae illusion of the 
thitiro osciero strikes the beholder witb 
ntDDtisfaiuent : indeed the whole work )$ 
^ tbfi greatest merit, and one of the prin^ 
eqial onuuuents of this .collection. An^ 
Vtbee equal t& it is " the acbotd bjr 
pigfat" of Gerard Dow. I contemplate 
this itwalvable picture with great grati- 
ficatioDf Ibt mhMt having painted nature 
in such true colours. The master is 
aitated in his arm chair in the middle of 
a large room, and holding up his 6nger in 
a threatening attitude to a boy who is not 
attending to his book. There is an im- 
pertinent look, mixed with fear, in the 
Ci>antenance of the latter, which is very 
•triking. By the side of the pedagogue, 
a youi^ girl is leaning over a table and 
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reading with -attehtion, whilst a number wf 
children are employed in various occupy 
tions. You remark several candles anda 
lantern on the groand. Here again the 
effect of the chiaro mcuro is equally as 
wonderful as that which I have just been 
mentioning in the garde de nuit, although 
♦here is a great difference in the Bty\e of 
the two productions. In this collectionis 
the largest painting I ever saw, oncaa- 
vass, by De Wil, representing Mosf* 
preaching. No less than 100. figures are 
introduced in this admirable work, in tke 
■whole of which you mil observe -ttw 
greatest harmony. There are also mouj 
valuable pieces l^ Rubens, R^nbrant, 
Heist, and other celebrated masters. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Onb morniog we made an excursion to 
JBrock, about four miles distant. This 
Tillage is one of the greatest curiosities in 
<tois country, and is visited b^ all travellers 
-who resort to Amsterdam. It contains 
shout 400 inhabitants, who retire to this 
{^easing retreat from the bustle of the 
city. The cnriosity to which I have above 
. referred, ; consists in the peculiar style 
of the houses, all of which, oh the outside, 
are painted and varnished with a varie^ 
of colours. The pavement before them is 
abo te^ellated in various dimensions, the 
whole producing a degree of neatness pe- 
culiar to this place. -The different streets 
here are all paved, Snd people are cob- 
tiuoaHy employed in keeping th^m clean, 
not a single weed, not a lOcfse stone,- nay, 
scarcely is there any dust to' be seen. 
One nmddiniaigrtfle 'ttiese> good people 
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consider cleanliness aa the principal of the 
cardinal virtues, and as a kind of sup^«ro- 
gatioD whicb may compensate for breaches 
of the minor morals. The inhabitants pass 
an inhospitable retired life, and no strange 
is ever suffered to enter any of ^e bouses,, 
except the shops, where the Dutch are 
always most happy to see you. Thegr In 
general live in the back part of the house, 
wiiilst the front is i^t up. In passii^ 
through the village, I looked out of «ttF 
liosity into many of these divellings, an4 
Karcely saw a person. In one smaU 
lu^use I bappenet] to remarii an old wo* 
nap, ^ho, immediately retreated, fearing) 
qo douM^ that I should ask pomiBsion. to 
enter. There is another peculiarity in 
^b«se houses : besides tbe princi^l door, 
Hnty hnve each of thoa a private one, 
icbich to all ^pearance is blocked up, wad 
D«Ter intended to be opened. This, how- 
«rer is not the case. It is opened, as I 
was informed, only twice, once during tha 
life of the occupier, namely, when he mar- 
ries, luid once when his friends, are carry-> 
ing bin) to bis iMt botne. No horses or 
carria^ «fm CDter tbt« village, tb« paved 
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way be«»g only Imiail enough to adtnit, 
tw4 (ir three persew ftbreMt. Throuf^ 
lereral of the glass doom | mw the inileriot 
9f aoine o^tfae betterdescriptionof 1khwM< 
The pasR^es were of mu-t^ and <«99- 
mented with statues ; the doors, windovrS) 
fOofii, nay, the roo&alBO were fiaelypolisheil 
mtd omamepted with pecoliar taste. Every 
pow and thea you see a little garden cul- 
Itvated with the utmost care. In point of the 
Tiltage is a small lake, and wound fte 
imter, a number of trees, tortured iit dift 
most fantastical manner. The whole is- 
the ^vork of art, but so perfectly unique^ 
tbftt a perscHi in visiting Brock, almoMi 
iiincies he is bebohiing a- panorama. It 
reminds us more than any thing else of 
the fairy-taod, of which we read in n^ 
mapces durijog our younger days. But t^ 
QOfiplete this idea I , ought to have imx» 
some iahahitaot who 1 could ftincy to be 
the genius of the Tillage. Unlbrtunf^f 
^BH>st the only ol^ts I met with, wow 
tbcee or four miseraUe defermed wi«tclu» 
heggisg my charity ae I passed. The 
a^e of the bowes, the finicifal oqIoihb of 
Um e»r{)et.like pKvement, the little Mte. 
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and ibe trees on its borders, form a pic- 
ture which it is not easy to describe, but 
vhich delig'hted me exceedingly. ' The 
itihabttants, I am informed, scarcely eyet 
Mr out except when called by their affiirs 
to Amsterdam. The bouses, as i said be- 
fore, being shut up, a stranger would 
foticy thb village was deserted. In winter 
it Would -not be surprising in this moist 
fog^ climate, that the people shouHl' 
prcrfor the confinement of their houses, but 
we were now in the middle of summer; 
and why it is that at this season the Dutch- 
mm make their houses like a lock up' hos-* 
pit&l, is beyond my comprehension. ' "BA 
there is no disputing about taste. 
- -Tlie garden belonging to one of the prin'-' 
ci^l' inhabitant's is of considerable size,' 
aiid laid out in a peculiar style. Adjoining' 
to it is a smalt wood, in the middle of which 
i' obserred a hermitage containing the' 
fi^re' of a friar carved in wood, strongfly* 
resembling life. In the corner of the lier-- . 
fllitage i^ a cdffib, in' which, sifter his death*' 
tii6 remains of the ^t-oprietbr of the garden 
and adjoifting hoiise, are to be deposited.' 
What an odd idea is tiiis, and how re- 
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liiarkfbke is eyery tHitg afiont tHe.v iUt j c 
of Bruck ! 

I quitted Amstenlam, And reached tkg 
Hague. The distaoce is about tbir^ 
milea, and the road, for more than half tbc 
'i^ay, pasaes as usual, tiirough one coa- 
tjnued range of trees, all of the same height, 
aod planted with the greatest regular^. 
Their branches joining at the top, fion' %■ 
laige arch of foliage, and convey a strik- 
ilig idea of its being the avenue to aone 
H^emu temple .or noble palaee. 

The Hi^ue» said to be the largest riUage- 
id the woHd, is situated on the borders ot' 
an extensive wood, which the couats' of Hoi* 
land uaed formerly to visit for the.purpMe 
of hunting. The ediBces are handa«aie, 
of a good style of archvtect/ire, and muclk 
boaated of by the Hollaoders. The grand, 
avenues which you find in various parts of 
the village, the palaces, promenades, and 
handsome squares, give it an air of c^p 
ganoe which is particularly agreeable, and 
which is not often found elsewhere. Heire 
the Prince of Orange raided at the tiRtt 
of my vuit, but tibiG c^^oges that hftv* 
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mmui f*ken plac« io tke potitkal wdrid, 
bare removed the seat of the goTCmrneaf 
to.Bnusels, ayd adTanced hhnto Uie royal 
^g^ty. We perceJTed a degree of gaiefy 
Mui grandeur, which gircs the atrangcr 
-eeaaon to expect sotnetfamg aupcriur to 
■irhat be had »eeii in any c^er part of 
HAllaud, and coireapoDding with t^e mw 
•idence of the tirst magMtrate of the coaa' 
-try. The prioce's palace is about a milk 
^m the TilLage, itfao^uig mo^ pleaaaqtly 
Dear the w«od. 1 took a stroll in &» 
luxuriant and extennve wkhI (called' the 
wood of nigfatingvles) in which thertt.ve 
■i^rc^Able walks, varyiog at every wttf, 
ami to which tbe inbabilants r^ort duzisg 
■idl' hours ofthe<day, sure of finding ade- 
ii^tful shade, Aroogh which the rays mf 
the son cannot penetrate. The Hi^we.B 
said to contftin about 40gQ(K) sovk. The 
theatre is amatl, but fitted »p with mucl 
taste. Here again I e«joyed thesatieftg- 
tion of hearing Catalani agog. The pet^e 
nrf Holland did net receive her with ibmt 
tUthuHastic «dffli^tiiDB which i alwi^t 
experience vrbea^ a^ ooin«a«ace9 her 
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^bartning melodj, and wMeh I canBortoa 
often express. I do not belfere tbey Mre 
blessed with musical sbuls. 

The ctfuatry honses in Holland are re- 
markable for the neatfiesfl and exceiB#re 
cleanlrnes* of their interior, as well a8'ex-< 
terior. The comfort and apparent ricfae* 
of the inhabitants recalled to my inilid 
my native country. These bouses &re of 
btick, and nearly all of the ERtme style. 
The female peasantry hate a most sin-' 
gular co^tutUe in wearing eoffrmous btitsy 
which fh>ih ^ir size and shape, brii^ to 
One's mind our oval English tea-tn^s. 
They could nerer have been invented te 
hide their blushing faces from the radt^ 
stare of nan, or from Ae heat Of a burn- 
ing iuti, (bo destmctire to beauty) a& ttiOM^ 
peasant Udies are not rettairkable for tltiiid 
modesty, or tfieir clttt&tfe for excesi^ of 
hejit. Perhaps, afit^ all, lli^y wear this 
pefpetual umbrella a» a prudent preeStQ- 
iionttfkeep off the rainr'whidl ^evaibso 
nitteh in this coontry. The bead-^reM 
ciMBists of a cap with labe, covering th^ 
thw>iit, «nd hangii^ down the ^rooMers;^ 
The hair is omat&ented with a seimioircl<fr 
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of.|«MH«e BMt^ neMDy.ofif^hcost fen 
pWB<l>* each. The better order of pea- 
BaDby, who are iq. good circm^sta^cesj 
innr them of gold ; the others, of course, 
DWUt content themselves with those of gilt 
or BiLrer. The ivoioea have g^wd com- 
idextons, are viefy fresh and rosy, but iwt 
r^iaarkalile for -syjumetry of sh(4>e os 
bfttuty of feature. 

: FrcHu thft H^gq^ we went through a d&r 
h^tt^l ooi|)itcy. to Botterdam. This eity^ 
Vitiated (HI the Maese, which may be con- 
l^lci^pd an ar^ of the sea, from its expanse, 
^ eptirely devoted to the activity of trade, 
a* is the case with all the maritime ports 
of Holland, and, in consequence, has few 
0^QctB.-t0; detain the attention of the cu- 
ijoijB ta^vell^r. Although I was given to 
tmdavt&nd, the commerce had not reco-- 
ffredtlfe niin occasioned by the destnic- 
tive policy of the French emperor, yet the 
boBtle and activity of business here formed 
^ striking contrast to the objects of that 
4e#j:riptioP 1 had witnessed, for three years 
pa^t, in the south of Europe. The streets 
\a ihjSt c\\y are neat and clean, aa is ge- 
Berol through aU the united provinces ; 
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luiA:tfie ahof» ^teoTerc^itfaendatati^rftn^ 
die ifitereonrae^df ak^ual obninetce:: 'Hife 
penpetiMl ro'vt of ttee^ icere boxl aa cmw- 
ttWD M ia a}l;thtt: otber itovns : kod t\tt 
forest of mastfl,'whiih'teTVQii»idd tto^ccft 
flfitet ooi the Fivci*( fonded anbvel Bud'ioK 
tarestidg spectacles 1 bad the :6i0jjdtiit7 4v 
•nutithe pri&^iai otntFcfa: tke:p]ainnes% 
aot to say the itteaBoesa^ «f titc iatatiaktt 
. tiie total absence of all ornanebtt^ tfar 
Itttre whitewashed walk,' itnd the 'nultt.«» 
palished deal bencthea, I auistwyj'euiMri 
my surprise^ nisttfliwkh disg^«t^ Intf. 1 iutii 
long bees'itaipreBeeid nafh,'tbd ^olfimriitgr 
aoA inag^ifioeDte «f chut^lnes ia^ CathvAlC 
ODuntries; antf thegood fteopleinHoHaa^ 
pee, |irobably, ikA dwtuilb^ ,with tboac 
prqjudioes which I felt at the moment of' 
ehtering this cbuFCh. ' -. 

, Thii city owes lUtfre , of its ceUdiriiy 
to its having been the birthplace: vfetM! 
tndlTidual^ tbaiii perhaps, ! to aU its ccHBt^ 
inerce and o{^lenoe. Here Ibat gralut 
and good man, EiasmiiB, one «f the bener 
&ctors of thfe biiman race, first bteattei 
llie vital aiir ; aiidito his menoory a stottw 
isihereertetddi ■•'■'': * 
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0« tte Mcond ibiy after my un«at.«t 
BoCterdMi I departed for Breda, iriuch 
mm a fittiguing' jouro^ of twenty-4«o 
miles, having- croned an arm of the sea 
and ttro riven, with the additional incon- 
Wnience of riUD during* the whole of Ihe. 
dajr ; this, however, amoDg: the amphilMoiM 
iobabitauts 1 met with, appeared no mere 
tbaa a matter of course. This city is 
steiatad tm the rivM^ Merk, and beiiifp 
Mwroundedp on all sides by water, to 
deemed one of the strongest forti&:B> 
tkmi in the Netherlands t it is very con- 
siderable, both in extent uid population. 
The society and the s^le of living ap* 
pear much superior to what we find at 
Rotterdam, and the other Dutch towns? 
and, consequently, Breda poosesses greater 
attractions for the tourist. In the middle 
of the ci^' is a large oblong square, 
which is well built, containing shops, cof- 
fee-houses, and eyery accommodation for 
the inhabitants, who. much frequent it, and 
pioduce an air of liveliness which is not 
l^nerally found in •. Holland. There ii 
alio a fine public walkJ inside the extenaw 
fiHlifiDatioiis, which ip much reawted tai 
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The gTCkt chffiTcb is a handHome structbre ; 
iteontaiina Beveral monnmenti, much 6t- 
faeed, and which liave no claim to noricr; 
vxoept from their great antiquity. 

JbUwerp is only five leagues distant from 
ftr^a. This is a very large and p<^lotMr 
city. The principal street is handsom^^ 
very broad and long ; the houses are good 
and commo^ous, although not built With' 
nittch regularity. The churches are Tery 
immerous, and AiU of paintings. Tlie 
cathedral is a large edifice of fine Goftic- 
architecture : its exterior deserves exa- 
mination ; and the interior is highly deco* 
rated with the woiks of the artists who 
have «tudied here. This city was the re-- 
tfldeoce of Rubens, and other great masters^' 
wtd has been oeusidered as the seat of the* 
Flemish school. The academy fonneriy^ 
enjoyed a high reputation: it contains' 
aome valuable productions of diiferent 
attiats, and, I understand, is now fre- 
quented by a -namber of students, who en- 
joy every advantage at a small expense. 
I did not omit to see the renowned mast«'-= 
piece of Rubens and his family,, namely,' 
hi* ftthn*, himself^ three wives, and hi» - 
t2 
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children. This piisce bati. h^sn w: pftea 
described by eainent Artists, Uiftt j.will 
wily My, I wad fixed fot half at hoiir ia 
admiration' of this group, and lamented 
tikat 1 bad not an opportunity of m^pg 
tepeated visits to- so exquisite' a ma^rf 
piecft. 

The arsenal, and fttmoim basib for ftUpfr 
Qf war, formed by Buonaparte;, as also Ibe 
i^lendid quays, are objects for the .tr&vel-- 
ler'4 att^tion,' He muat IH^ewise see the 
ehantier, or ship-buitders' yferd]:frhich is'on 
Ute grandest scale There were a num- 
ber of ships on the stocks, just in the same 
State as (he French hqd le£t tbeitt. Thet 
Scheld is so deep and so bmad a rirer, 
that it may be considered an arrn of the 
sea, so that ships of the linecan'sail two- 
miles higher up than Antwerp. Tiie nu< 
oaerous cana1» which run inevery directiott- 
tbrough Holland, bring the barges to Ta--< 
rious ftaFts of the cRy, a>nd render if a very, 
desirable place for commerce, it standi- 
HI a» extensive Hat, and its citadel is co»'; 
sidered to he one of the strongest in tin-^ 
rope. To see the nphly cultivated epmntry 
around}, and (be oi^urse of th^i beNBti^; 
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ffVer^, all 'atraugera should moHnt one of 
Aie towers, wli^ they will be highl;f gra- 
t^^ ibr their esertion. So importaBt a 
riv^r is thcScheld comtklered, that all old 
pollti<cia«s must remember, that the at^ 
tempt to open its' narigation wtia the resS 
or ostensible caiisel of the late'Freach-re< 
Tolattonat^ waTf which desolated^ all En- 
nipt. The inhabitants c^^is city, are said 
to he strongly attached to Buonaparte. 

Leaving Antwerp, we continued on oW 
journey through a- rich and level CMinhryj 
andj after travelling twen^-two miles, ar- 
rived, once more, at Srusseis. 

This fine city, the capital of the Nether* 
laiHls, stanib -partly on a plaia on the 
banks of the Senne, and partly 6a an etni- 
nmce. It differs, in every respect, from. 
Antwerp, not being so large, neither^ 
you observe ao much bustle of commerce 
in the streets ', but it is much more cheer- 
fol, and the nolHlity who live ttt Brussels, 
make it a much more pleasing reiidenee 
tfiaa Antwerp. The chief beauty in this 
<A\y coi^ista. in its patk, ritnated at one 
end, and, perlups, superior to any thing of 
the kind in Europe. 1 have never seen so 
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■yall a yace of gawjad laid out to ypipier 
advantage or wHh better UMt«. ^rAUod 
it are a number of edifices, chi«4y paUefSf 
belongii^ to the govemmeDt and tbe aq- 
bili^» formuijf % larg^e square of superior 
l^odor to any that I rec<^leet to hav«t 
Men ; indeed tbe shady walk*, the riph- 
ncai of die trees, and eleg^ce of the «pr-r 
Mundiii^buiJdipgs, rei^der it itnriTall^ in 
beau^. Tbe catibedral is of Gothic archt-> 
tf^tqr^, but cpi^ains. no ebjecte t» d<iie(Te 
att^tiofi. The tofFu-heitse is far hwd-r 
wmier, and situated in a Jitrge s^^re* 
which serves, for the purpose of a market- 
place. There are here no k» than 
twei^y public fouQtaiqs, chiefly of aaar^ 
ble, lukd .^«ducing an abundant sn^^dy 
<^watOT. Moat of the streets in the old 
yart of die town: are badly paved, sad 
much neglected. The shops ace bui4< 
■one ; eomnwrce seeais tolerably active ; 
and, by m^aiis of its c«aals, Bfvasels da- 
rirea all tbe advantages of .a: sea-^ort. 
TIk forti£catioiu of thu place, in cnraiDHCHi 
with those of every other city in tjie lat^ 
Austrian Netherlands, were destiqyed by 
the philanthropic, but impoHtic, emperof- 
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JOeepfa. ' Tfae inhabitEtnts are saiid to 
MDMiat to 50,000 muls. The codiI^. 
arwmd is pleasing : within a mile of th« 
tatyU a ro}^! chateau, well worth seeing. 
* 6riu«eb, at other times gay, now pre- 
sented a glocnn^ sight to ^e eye oflthe 
man of feeling: itiras filled with Aoniided 
seldiersi chiefly English, who had Ibiqfht 
imd Med at the gloricms battle of Wateiioo< 
i was informed no'less Aan several tboii' 
salad of these fine feUows were then tbtire i 
we saw them timping about in every di- 
- reetion, some with Ae kwa of ah airs, 
others with that trf a leg. I was filled with 
adtniratiott at observing, notwitbatadduag 
the wounds tbey had receivedv how ehe»- 
'ftA dwy flU apikeaiied. - Mwy who could 
■at walkywefcsented in the parky htngfei^g 
afid chatting with their brethren in anasi 
as if nothix^ had bapp^sH.' What ectua* 
Hittity and patience in beanng affliction 1 
I weaty in the pnblic boat< from Bmaads 
to Ovtendj vinti^ both Ghent and finiges, 
towns <of late perfectly well known to the 
Ei^ish^.aaid supplying but few nnkterials 
togpM^corion^. 
- 1 /mttst bcve apolog^ for not having 
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